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MISS MEREDITH. 


Doctor Peters To Lapy WILLIAMS. 7 


< ' Bake 
ban Ladyſhip will: Si * me liber 
ty I take in thus · addreſſing you; but a e- 
lancholy event renders this freedom unavoidable. 
The worthy Mrs. Montague is now no more; 
ſhe, I truſt, will awake to a bleſſed eternity. 
Although I had long given up all thoughts of the 
good old lady's recovery, yet I did not imagine 
her diſſolution ſo very near. Two days ago ſhe 
ſettled all her worldly affairs; and I have the ho- 
nour of being joined with your Ladyſhip in truſt 
for Mis Montague, who has the whole of her 
mother's fortune except 15,000], —10,000l. of 
which Lady Oldham is to have the intereſt of; and 
at her death the 10, oool. is left to your Ladyſhip's 

eldeſt daughter; and in default, of that, it is en- 
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tirely at Pur Gi diſpoſal. Nur. Arncld is to 
have the intereſt of the remaining 5, oool. during 
her life, and the reverſion of that ſum is left to 
my children. My late worthy friend has deſired 
to be removed to Glenmore- hall, and to be buried 
in the vaulf with her huſband in the church de⸗ 


longing to that pariſh. on 

I adviſed Miſs Montague to pay a viſit to your 
Ladyſhip, but ſhe abſolutely inſiſts on attending 
the funeral of her beloved parent. 

I propoſe waiting upon your Ladyſhip in in a few 
days, to take the neceſlary ſteps relative to the will, 
and ſhall then return and accompany N 


My AUPrSOES 


$3 Ter Ladyſhip's moſt obedient | 
5 f * . 1 
| Samany PETERS. 


Lapy WIrTIAus ro Miss MONTAGUE. | 


| Berkeley-Jquare, 


1 MOST fincerel Hate with you, my 
dear Iſabella, in the heavy loſs you have ful- 


tained : to offer arguments of conſolation, would 
be an inſult upon your underſtanding; neither 
could they at preſent, mitigate your ſorrows. 
| A wounded mind can only receive comfort from 
thoſe who participate in all its feelings Would 
to Heaven therefore that I, who loved Mrs. Mon- 
tague with filial affection, could be with you at 
this moment! but early in the ſpring I hope we 
ſhall return to Meredith-hall,- and then, my love, 
you muſt reſide with me till you become your own , 
miſtreſs: at preſent Mrs. Arnold will, I am ſure, - 
have the goodneſs to be your gueſt; and her ſooth- 
ing friendſhip, joined to the recollection of that 
invariable duty and unremitting tenderneſs with 
which you ever behaved to your excellent mother, 
cannot fail to mellow your grief intoa pleaſing re- 
membrance of her virtues, and a joyful hope that i 
they are now rewarded. 
Sir Arthur went yeſterday tothe gentleman wh 
va the payment of the annuity firſt ſettled on your 
er, but could not learn of him any thing rela- 
B 2 tive 


(4) 
tive to her deſtination ; for ſhe got one year's in- 
come advanced, (at a great loſs no doubt) the day 
before ſhe went abroad, and acquainted the gen- 
tleman, that when ſhe could claim any thing fur- | 
ther, he . ſhould hear from her; conſequently no 
correſpondence is at preſent kept up between 
them, and how to learn her addreſs I know not, 

If before my return into the country you ſhould 
recover ſpirits for a London life,..be aſſured it 
would make me happy to ſee you here; and while 
we are ſeparated, I will write to you with as lit. 
tle reſerve as I once did to my dear d:luded Em- 
ma; for believe me, my ſweet girl, no one ſtands 
higher than yourſelf in the eſteem and afteRion of 
Jour moſt ſincere friend, 
HARBIET WILLIAMS, 


Fix EDWARD STANLEY TO THE EARL or 
| BLEVILLE. 


| - London. 
OULD you believe it, Bleville?-—Could 
you think it poſſible that a friendſhip of 
ſeveral years ſtanding ſhould be broken off, de- 
ſtroyed, by ſlight and unwarrantable ſaſpjcions? 

This morning I called in Berkeley-ſquare, hop- 
ing to ſee Williams, but he was denied ; how- 
ever in the evening, at Sir Owen Lloyd's, I met 
both him and his lady. I addreſſed them; ſhe 
anſwered me with viſible conſtraint and emotion ; 
He lightly bowed and turned upon his heel. This 
was too much -I caught him by the arm. 

A word with you, Sir Arthur 

« What are your commands?” 
I led him to the other end of the room. For 
Heaven's fake, dear Williams, how have I de- 
| ſerved ſuch ſtrange tatment ? Vour behaviour 
for ſome days paſt has pre me the utmoſt in- 
quietude,” 

« And do not the feelings of your own heart 
fufficiently explain my conduct? ROW he with an 
arr of contempt. 

No, Sir, my heart does not eee me of hav- 
ing deſerved to forfeit your friendſhip, and incur 

* ſuch 


({0: 5 
fuch treatment—I muſt therefore inſiſt upon an 
| explanation. 1 b 

« Then, Sir, 1 will plainly tell you,—that he 
who wiſhes, under the maſk of friendſhip, to de- 
ſtroy the domeſtic happineſs of a man whoſe con- 

fidence and eſteem he long poſſeſſed, vn 
verſal contempt and deteſtation . 

Dare you, . to 88 me of ſuch TY 

moos deſigns: 

Dare 12—but to cut - the matter 3 
once were friends I do not wiſh to be your ene- 
my but let our acquaintance drop.“ 3 
It is beneath me, Sir Arthur, to preſs an ex- 
planation now. I. have been your gueſt; you 
have treated me with hoſpitality. ; that conſidera- 
tion, and a tender regard for the happineſs of an 
excellent woman, reſtrains my reſentment—but 
take care, Williams, leſt the villain who has 
abuſed your ear, ſhould prove a ſnake wah ou 
may be foſtering to ſting you to death.“ 

1 turned from him immediately, and being too 
much ruffled to enter into the evening's amuſe- 
ments, I came home, and ſet myſelf down to 
acquaint you with this vexatious buſineſs. 
Richmote, I fear, has poiſoned Williams's 

mind with jealouſy, in order to get rid of me; 
and unobſeryed, purſue the villainous deſigns of 
which n but he ſhall be counteracted. 

You. 
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You cannot conceive how deeply I am hurt—I 
eſteem Williams —I revere his charming wife 
and would not willingly give pain tq either for 7a 
thouſand worlds pity his infatuation too much to 
* reſent it but what muſt our acquaintance think? 


lately we were inſeparable—now a cool bow, Af 
that J will never omit). is all the notice, we 
of each other; and perhaps the incendiary, Rich- 
more, may whiſper ſurmiſes prejudicial to the pu- 
rity of Lady Williams's character but, by Hea- 
ven, if I find he dares ſuggeſt to the many. thoſe 
ideas which I am perſuaded. he has conveyed, into 
Williams's mind; nothing ſhall ſcreen him N. 
* vengeanctdee » 12 
I am inexpreſlibly, ahn Wainy dear Ble 
ill, ane ms bon. wars: + ani 
| Epwanp Srantär, 
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Lady WilLIaus ro Miss MoxTacve. 
Hees Ae are human eee vain 
is the hope of any permanent happineſs !— 
To you, my dear Iſabella, 1 will unfold the 
cauſe of this apoſtrophe—for on your prudence I 
can depend —beſides, by ſharing another's grief, 
you may, in fome meaſure, forget your own. 
I think 1 mentioned to you that on our arrival 
xg Lord Richmore, an old friend of my huſ- 
s, called upon us; he ſoon became a fre- 
0 Nitto, and Sir Arthur appeared very partial 
to him; though to ſay truth, there was always a 
ſomething in his eyes which I did not like. I 
quickly obſerved that Sir Edward Stanley and he 
only treated each other with diſtant civility ; 
which circumſtance did not encreaſe my good 
opinion of Lord Richmore ; for there is a bene- 
_ volence and a frankneſs in Sir Edward that muſt, 
I uam confident, incline him to be the friend of 
every worthy man. Through the perſuaſions of 
Lord Richmore, my huſband frequently took me 
to large aſſemblies, at moſt of which I was joined 
by Lady Bell Reville, and a widow Burnet, both 
| lively women; I thought too lively; but being a 
novice in the gay world, I rather ſuſpected my 
| 8 
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own judgment than their conduct. They expreſſed 
themſelves anxious to cultivate my acquaintance, 
and at length came to viſit me. Sir Arthur ſeem- 
ed much pleaſed; ſaid, Lord Richmore ſpoke high- 
ly of them; and added, that he wiſhed I would | 
encourage their intimacy; in conſequence of which 

I often joined their parties. One day when theſe 
ladies were with me in Berkeley-ſquare, I hap- 
pened to aſk Sir Edward Stanley how he liked 
them. 

Their perſons are agreeable, (replied hey, 
but they are the laſt women in the world whoſe 
manners and converſation I ſhould think ſuitable 
to Lady Williams.“ 

Why, it was at my huſband's requeſt that 
I became intimate with them their converſation 
no doubt is trifling, and ſometimes rather excep- 
tionable ; but that proceeds merely from the gaiety 
of their hearts; for Lord Richmore ſays there are 
not two more diſcreet women exiſting.” _ 

Then the female world is fallen indeed! 
But I beg your Ladyſhip's pardon for preſuming 
to find fault with perſons whom Sir Arthur re- 
commends— beſides, your own good ſenſe will ſoon 
teach you to judge of their merits.” _ 

He changed the converſation—I — to 
take the firſt opportunity of enquiring further into 
the ctaracters of the. Ladies, Meantime Lord 

3 Richmore's 
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Richmore's viſits were ſo frequent, that he almoſt. 
became a part of our family—his attentions to me 
were unpleaſant—he paid me the moſt laviſh com- 
pliments—and often threw fuch a ſoftneſs into his 
looks, as covered me with confuſion. I was ſur- 
priſed—1 I had experienced nothing of the kind 
from Sir Edward Stanley, and yet had every rea- 
fon to believe his eſteem, both for me and Sir Ar- 
thur, full as great as Lord Richmore's :. when- 


| ever I faw Lady Bell, ſhe chanted forth that no- 
bleman's praiſes ; and one day went fo far, that I 


told her it was a pity he did not know the high 
opinion ſhe -entertained of his merits, for doubt- 
leſs, his i e . en * profring by 
it. 

40 7 rr much are > you. — a Lady 


Williams but 1 muſt know his re are 


8 


| | « Not I, upon my 8 never nat he 


was attached to-any particular perſon.” 
4 Fog mk have heard, but pray did you : 


never ſee it? | 
No, * I never obſerved! him pay eb 


attention to any ladies except yourſelf and Mrs. 


. therefore 1 ee ſhe is the happy 


| woman.” 


; + And do you think the object of Lord Rich: 


waren atlention: muſt 1 happy woman? 
ö 6 Really, 
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« Really, I think nothing about it;“ "replied I 
tired of the converſation.” * * 
* Ah, Laiy Williams! you ar very blind, or 
very reſerved. FS 1: 124 $ | 

I affected not to hear her, a and changed Pons 
courſe; but her hints Tunk upon my mind, and 
made me uneaſy. A few days ago Lord Nich- 
more dined here; we had no other company. 
Soon after dinner Sir Arthur went up ſtairs to 
write a note; I was ſorry— however, I endea- 
voured to converſe with my gueſt on indifferent 
ſubjects he anſwered me only by deep ſighhs. 

« Bleſs me, my Lord, uu are not x well—ſhall 
I ring for aſſiſtance ? 

| He had thrown himſelf back in his chair; ani 
ſcemed faint ] roſe—he caught my han. 

« No, charming Lady Williams, L want no 
aſſiſtance but what you can give me5/you are the 
cauſe of my pain. Who can be à conſtant ob- 
ſerver of ſuch perfections, without adoring them? 
1 doat upon you—I cannot exiſt without your fac 
vour my paſſion conſumes me and you only 
can reſtore that health you have deprived, me of. 

I had withdrawn my hand, and ſtood motion 
leſs with anger and 2 length oiled. 
ing myſelf, I replied: - 

« Your Lordſhip rallies amazingly 1 
you forget that the perſon before 15 is the * 

nnn ov. 4.2. ee 
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of your friend, and not a Lady Bell Reville, or a 
Mrs. Burnett ; but remember, my Lord, that 
Lady Williams will never ſubmit to hear ſuch 
language, even in jeft.” . | 
So ſaying, I retired to my dreſſing-room, * 
ſat there till Sir Arthur ſent word he waited tea 
for me. I then went into the drawing- room, 
where "ſtood Lord Richmore and my huſband. 
« My dear Harriet, (cried the latter), I left you 
with our gueſt to make amends for my abſence, 
and .I was aſtoniſhed at my return to find him 
Jalus.” 2 
1 beg -your pardon, Sir Arthur: — but his 
Lordſhip I am ſure, will excuſe me. I was com- 
pelled by a particular circumſtance to be guilty of 
ſeeming rudeneſs; otherwiſe I would not have 
dieſerted your friend. 

A few minutes after Sir Edward Res come: 
in; and I was more than commonly attentive to 
him, in order to mark my contempt of Lord 
Richmore. We went in the evening to fee Mrs. 
Siddons, and when the play was done, Lord 
Richmore advanced to lead me to my carriage, 
but I gave my hand to Sir Edward: both the 
gentlemen ſupped with us. After they were gone, 
„ think, my dear, (ſaid Sir Arthur) my friend, 
Richmore, is no fayourite of your 's. 


44 All _ friends are favourites of mine. 
| 60 You 
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« You are very obliging ; but there certainly i Is 
a marked difference in your behaviour to him and 
Stanley. 3” 

« Is that ſurprizing —Six Edward was our gueſt 
in the country; I know much more of him than of 
Lord Richmore; beſides, his ſincere regard lor 
you, entitles him to my higheſt eſteem. 

% rather doubt his regard but to change the 
2 ſudject: what is your opinion of Lady Bell Reville, 
and Mrs, Burnett? dont you think they are amaſt 
as pleaſing companions as the ſtately Counteſs of 
Bleville, and your beloved aunt ?” | 

I wonder at your queſtion—ſurely there is no 
ſort of compariſon—they are not only inferior to 
my aunt and Lady Bleville, but to many other la- 
dies of my acquaintance.” 

« I find then all my friends are not honoured 
with your approbation.“ 

This was ſpoken in ſo particular a tone, that I 
was going to reply with ſome earneſtneſs ; but he 
prevented me: ſaying, it was late, and time to go 
to bed: after this he did not reſume the ſubject, 
and of courſe it dropped. 

Yeſterday during breakfaſt Lord Richmore came 
in, and aſked if we would go with him to an auc- 
tion ? I declined it—* you muſt 80, (ſaid Sir Ar- 

thur), an auction is always amuſing; come, ſend 
| : | for 
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Richmore, is your coach at the 


your cloak. 


coor?” 1 
- « Tt is, and much at ut Mis 


« Come then, my dear, make haſte.” - | 
Ph that moment Sir Edward Stanley entered, 


: and I, very innocently, aſked him to Join our party, 


Lord Richmore faid ſomething but I know not 
what, I was fo taken up with obſerving the unu- 
ſual ſeriouſneſs which ſuddenly overſpread my huſ- 


band's features, and the manner in which he ſaid, 


« he waited my leiſure. When we quitted the 
auction- room, Sir Edward Stanley took leave 
without being aſked 10 return home with us 
Lord Rich:nore was invited to dinner. As ſoon 
as Sir Arthur and I were alone, I enquired whe- 
ther Sir Edward Stanley had offended him? 

He has, (replied he), —Stanley is not the man 


I took him for; and I ſhall be obliged to you, if 


you will treat him with leſs attention in 1 


I rather wiſh to decline his acquaintance.” 
- « Yourdeſire ſhall be complied wich; butallow 


me to ſay, I am greatly miſtaken, Fhe i 1s Hot the 


| fincereſt of your friends.” 


Perhaps you are miſtaken—I FE ſufficient 


85 


I ſaid no ig laſt night at Lady Lloyd's, 


| we met Sir Edward—he addrefſed me with his 


uſual freedom—Sir Arthur obſerved us, and I an- 
5 ſwered 


6 


ſwered with great heſitation— Sir Edward looked 
ſurprized, and immediately led my huſband to the 
other end of the room ; they converſed a few mi- 
nutes; after which Sir Edward went away, and 
Sir Arthur Ne es gloomy and abit all the 
evening. . 
That Lord ane has oceabiahed. this cool. 
neſs between my huſband and his friend, I have not 
a doubt; but for what purpoſe I am at a laſs to 
imagine. Sir Arthur is ſtill gloomy, and treats me 
with a diſtant politeneſs very different from his for- 
mer behaviour, and therefore extremely diſtreſſing- 
I have now, my dear Iſabella, in ſome meaſure 
| leſſened my anxieties by unboſoming myſelf to 
you; but if the cloud which at preſent: hangs over 
me, does not ſoon paſs away, I ſhall be tempted 
to make a confidant of my aunt likewiſe ;: though 
fuch has ever been her prejudice againſt Sir Arthur, 
that I dread telling her any _ __ way en- 
creaſe it. 

Adieu, my dear * 1 1 to dai 
quainted with your Mrs. Arneld; a me her 
_—_— ne nee 1h; cel 

Sincerely your's, | 
| Hale WILLIAMS, 
No tings ot c poor Emma! 1 
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Toben I have yet me no anſwer to 
my laſt letter, I cannot forbear informing. 


you of the ſcrape into which I have drawn myſelf. 
« O women, women! dear and fatal objects whom 
Nature has made to torment us, whoſe love and 
kate are equally deſtructive, and whom we can nei- 
ter approach nor avoid with impunity! — But I 
will endeavour to be methodical. I told you in 
my laſt that Beauville dined with me—I turned 
the converſation on the Counteſs de Sanſclerre and 
her ſiſter, — 
apparent in the latter. 
She is, (replied Beauville,) ro, f 
a mutual attachment had taken place between her 
and the ſon of Count Orgueil. Her Father, though 
a gentleman, had but Riiſe patrimony, therefore 
the count would not hear af the connexion—his 
ſon, driven to deſpair, leſt France, and has not 
fince been heard of: while the ill-fated young lady 
was conſtrained by her parents to marry a man 
treble her own age, becauſe he poſſeſſed an im- 
1 menſe fortune ; ſhe has beeen married four years, 
| 4 12 — conduct is W and her huſband 
„ doats 


BF 


doats on 8 but ſpite of every endeavour: to re- 
ſiſt it, a ſettled melancholy pervades her mind, and 
ſhe is now more wretched than ever, owing to you, 

my lord.” 

« Owing to me !” 

« Yes; the Counteſs told me that her ſiſter | 
thinks you extremely like the young Count 55 
gueil, and always SN the moſt painful emo- 
tions when ſhe ſees you. | 

« I am very ſorry for it, and ſincerely do Thope 
her lover will one day be reſtored to her when ſhe is 
at liberty to reward his paſſion. The Counteſs's 

character ſeems totally different from her ſiſter's — 
ſhe is too volatile ever to be in love.” 

« You are miſtaken ; the Counteſs can love, 

but the plays with the paſſion, and never allows 
her attachments to give her a moment's concern, 
If I miſtake not, your lordſhip has poſſeſſion of her 
heart at preſent.” 
A have no reaſon to believe myſelf ſo for- 
tunate | | 
Well, I applaud your diſcretion,” replied he, 
laughing, and changed the ſubject. 

When Beauville left me I repaired to the Coun- 
teſs, who had invited me to ſupper : and'upon my 
honour, I went ſecretly determined to quit Paris 
in a day or two. On my arrival I was ſhewn into 
the ſaloon, the Counteſs was by herſelf, and looked 
remarkably 


( 


yemarkably 8 My addreſs to er wy 
conſtrained—ſhe obſerved 1 „ 
© Your lordſhip ſeems barten 1 ; 
N hope no diſagreeable event has n em 
diſturb you? | * 
None, madam—lI am only concerned at e 
obliged in a few days to quit Paris, and deprive 
myſelf of the pleaſure I have felt in your intimacy, 
and that of your charming ſiſter.” 
. Her countenance hangs Ti aloe hits 


; tated—and with a look expreſſive of vexation and” 


' * $* 


curioſity, replied— 
„ Your reſolution is formed fu — 


ſiſter deſigns leaving me in a few days—perhaps 


your route may lie the ſame may—perhaps > will: 
kindly be her eſcort 3 . 

I faw ſhe was ſuſpicious that I meant to accom- 
pany Madame d Hautville, and aſſured her our roads 


would be very different, as I was going to Itaty. 


And can you really be ſo cruel (replied ſhe; 


* 
Lg 


| ina languiſhung tone) as to forſake me, at a time 


when your attentions have taught me to believe I 
poſſeſſed your eſteem, and when gratitude for _ 
attentions has. even riſen to love??? 

A declaration ſo plain filled me with enbacaſs- 
ment. « Ah, my lord, (cried ſhe,) tis an affair 
of the heart which calls you hence.” 
=2 Low do me great injuſtice ; and I ſhould hate: 
CY FEY * myſelf 


* 


(, 19 ). 


myſelf if I felt not the moſt ** gratitude for tie 
many unmerited fayours 1 have received at Jour 
hand 
« Let you requite thoſe favours by leaving as a. 
Prey, to grief and deſpair But I pardon you, my 
Lord — the commands of a favourite miſtreſs muſt, 
be obeyed—the obligations of love are N 1 
thoſe of gratitude,” oP - 
I have no ſuch blinden SE: 
Then you have very little gallantry, if Jour can 
leave, the perſon whoſe felicity depends upon your, 
ſtay.”, of 
by made ſome duy anſwer, and ſhe burſt int 
tears. Meeping beauty, who can ſee thee un- 
moyed ? I. flew to her, and laid a a thouſand tender. 
things, ſuggeſted by. the moment ; ſhe took advan-, 
tage of my feelings—in ſhort, K became the victim 
of her artifice. 4 41 
On my recovery to 0 I fall the utmoſt con 
tempt both for her conduct and my own. I con 
ſidered her as the moſt deſpicable of all characters, 


q — 5 


a female libertine, and myſelf as an egregious dupe. 


to that curſed vanity inherent in us all, which had 


been flattered by her appearance of tenderneſs. y | 


never was a profligate, and from the moment when. 
my heart conceived a paſſion for a virtuous object, 


my juvenile follies have been all forſaken ; from 


that moment it has been the ſtudy of my life to do. 


/ 


of Bog 


| nothing unworthy the purity of the angel I adore— 
- think then how wretched this affair muſt have made 
me! I fate down and wrote to the Counteſs, tell- 
ing her I ſhould leave Paris immediately ; ; ſhe re- 
turned a moſt pathetic anſwer, conjuring me to fee 
her before 1 went, if it were only for a moment 3 
T obeyetl ; could I do otherwiſe ?: I found her 
_ drowned in tears; ſhe upraided me witffmy cruelty 
| in determining to forſake her ; but ſhe did it in a 
mantier ſo tender, ſo affeQionate, that all my reſo- 
lution vaniſhed; vanity again prompted me to think 
the coquet was ſenſible of a real paſſion, and I pro- 
miſed to remain in Paris, and viſit her daily. The 
moment I left hef I repented ; but fo inconſiſtent 
is the human heart, that when I am with her, my 
| beſt reſolves are forgotten; and without one ſenti- 
ment in her favour, I am become her ſlave. —But 
can ſuch bondage laſt? No; I'll break my chains; 
11 fly to my apy friends at Amiens, and from 
Thus Stanley have 1 given you the whole ac- 
count of this humiliating adventure, and be aſ⸗ 
ſured, no one can condemn me for it more than 
I condemn myſelf. 
Write immediately—I am uneaſy at not . 
ing from you, and believe me, e 
b Your faithful and affectionate, 
BLEVILLE. 


P. S. I am 


E 


P. S. I am told Sir George Oldham is here, 
figuring away like a man of immenſe —— 
and i ES | a 


— 
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Miss Moxracux ro Lapy WirIIAMs. 


Glenmore-hall. 


Iron: my dear Lady Williams ſincere 
and grateful thanks for all her kind letters. 

The grief I felt on the loſs of a parent fo de- 
ſervedly dear to me, is by the lenient hand of time, 
mellowed into a pleaſing recollection of thoſe vir- 
tues which I ſhall ſtudy to imitate. I am infi- 
nitely happier at at Glenmore-hall than I ſhould be 
in a gay and crowded city ; here every thing is in- 

tereſting to me, and I am ſurrounded by objects 
which recal the tenderneſs and ſolicitude of my dear 
mother; here are depoſited her loved remains, and 
chat conſideration will ever make this place highly 
eſteemed by me. O, that my poor loſt ſiſter were 
here, to mingle her tears with mine ! let me beſeech 
you, my dear madam, to haſten to me any intelli- 
gence you receive concerning ber. I wiſh I knew 
| how to direct to her, for perhaps the knowledge of 
a late mournful event, might have more influence 
on her mind than a thouſand admonitions. 

Your laſt letter gave me inexpreſſible concern; if 
you are unhappy, and if virtues like your's meet not 
their reward, who can expect felicity in this life. 

. Kis evident that Sir Arthur has had his mind 
poiſoned 


(23) 


with falpicions of Sir Edward Stanley, by that 
villain Richmore : yet I never ſhould have thought 
it poſſible for your huſband to harbour a thought 
injurious to his friend. What amazing influence 
muſt Richmore have acquired over Sir Arthur. 

I am much flattered by being made your con- 
fidant, but I cannot preſume to offer any advice on 
ſuch a delicate point; your own good ſenſe and 
diſcretion are more competent to direct you. than 


any thing I can ſay. I truſt Sir Arthur will ſoon 


be-undeceived as to the man whom he at preſent ſo 
much approves ; and then, my dear Lady Wil- 
liams will appear more amiable than ever in the 
eyes of a huſband who always adored her. 25 
Mrs. Arnold thinks herſelf much honoured by 
your kind attentions, and has allowed me to make 
you acquainted with her hiſtory. 

Her father was a clergyman in the weſt of Lag 
land, who died when ſhe was very young, and left 
her and her mother in indigent ci 
Mrs. Arnold's maternal -uncle, a bachelor, wh 
reſided near Glouceſter, - invited them to live with 


him, and this offer was thankfully accepted. Fire 


years after they were ſettled with theold gentleman, 
my goood friend had the misfortune to laſe her mo- 
ther, She was then only fifteen, and her uncle 
thinking her too young too ſuperintend his family, | 
took a perſon, ad to manaye his domeſtic 


4 

1 

concerns, and to be a companion to his niece. In 
a few months after Mrs. Scott came, poor Maria 
began to perceive a great change in her uncle's af- 
ſections; he was frequently peeviſh and out of hu- 
mour with her, and thought much of her little ne- 
ceſſary expences. Unable to divine the cauſe of 
this alteration, ſhe one day lamented it to Mrs. 
Scott, who adviſed her not to take any notice to her 
uncle; adding, that old men were whimfical and 
capricious, and ſhe doubted not but ws err 
would return ſtronger than ever. 

One morning, ſoon after this converſation, her 
uncle and Mrs. Scott went out together in the cha- 
riot, and returned juſt as dinner was going into the 
parJour, The old gentleman took Mrs. Arnold's 
hand, and leading her up to Mrs. Scott, Give me 
leave, madam, ſaid he, to introduce your new 
nitce, Maria, this lady is now my wife, and your 
aunt; we were married this morning, and if you 
behave well, you may depend on her love and affec- 
tion.“ The poor girl was thunderſtruck ; ſhe 

curtſied, attempted to ſpeak, but burſt into tears: 
Her aunt took her hand; 4 do not grieve, Miſs 
Maria, you know how dear you are to me, and be 
aſſured I ſhall ever ſtudy your happineſs,” From 
this day her uncle leſſened his kindneſs, and her 
aunt was perpetually finding fault, and mortifying 
her with cruel reflections on her dependant ſlate z | 


— 


(25) 


aided took cate to be all complaiſancs/ | 
to her before the old man. Poor Maria's ſituatiom 
now became very diftreſſing. Affairs were in this 
ſtate, when a ſmart young officer of recruits came 
to Glouceſter, and as Maria bad frequent oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing him at her uncle's houſe, they 
became mutually attached. Mr. Arnold's tender 
aſſiduities could not be long concealed from the 
aunt, who encouraged their affection; but on 4 
propoſal being -made to the old gentleman, he told 
Mr. Arnold, that he thought Maria too young to 
marry ; * beſides, (added he), you have only your 
- commiſſion, and I have no fortune to give her, as 
I may poſſibly have a young family of my own, and 
therefore ſhall certainly not injure my children. 
Pray, fir, think no more of it; for I am convinced 
you are unable to maintain a'wife.”” 

Poor Arnold was much hurt ;—it was true that 
then he had only his pay, but he had a mother in 
*Jamaica, at whoſe death he was to receive two 
thouſand pounds, left him by tus father. Arnold's 
mother had entered into a ſecond marriage with a 
Weſt India gentleman, and they reſided at Jamaica; 
they ſometimes remitted trifle to ſon, but it 
was no certain dependance. 

Maria's aunt-foon found how much the young 
folks were attached to each other; ſhe pretended to 
TTT 
Vol. II. | I ſhe 


might enable them to live genteely. 


Theſe two deluded victims adored her 


1250 


, ne had no doubt but ſhe could afterwards reconcile 
matters, and perſuade her huſband to give her dear 


Maria ſuch a fortune, as with Mr. Arnold 648 


Thus encouraged, the next thing was harm, 
carry their plan into execution. They had not 
money ſufficient to afford a journey to Scotland, 
and how to manage they knew not. Their art- 
ful adviſer propoſed Arnold's going to London, . 
taking a lodging, and having the banns publiſhed. 
in the pariſh- church. nene ee 
ahn , 
eee 

the aunt gave him a-twenty-pound: note, Fare 
till ſhe had reconciled her huſband wunde mund 


and Maria forgot every farmer cauſe: of complaint, 
and wondered ſhe could have d. 


amiſs from ſo kind a friend. 


- Young Arnold went to London, and managed. 
matters as it had been agreed; he then engaged an 
ald acquaintance to be father to the bride. N 


Wich a thouſand fears and anxieties, and much 


regret at ſo clandeſtine a ſtep, poor Maria ſtole out 


of her uncle's houſe, and with only a few clothes in 


a handkerchief, got into one of the coaches which 


paſs _ e 
without 


1 2 


67 


without any accident: She found Wees hi 
ing for her at the inn; and the next morning, ac- 
companied by the landlady's daughter and Arnold's 
friend, they went W and 
were united for lifſa. 

1 ſhould have premiſed, that the aunt did ac- - 


tually give Mrs. Arnold the twenty-pound note, 


- which ſhe before promiſed her. 
And here, my dear Lady Williams, you mult 
give me leave to reſt ; but I will ſoon ſend the ſe- 
quel of this ſtory; in the mean time, I ſhall anxi- 
ouſly expect a letter from you. + 
Vour kind father laſt Tueſday favoured me with. 
ad viſit he ſlept one night at Doctor Peters's :— 
when I offered him a bed; © no, no, my dear 
girl, ſaid he, I am young you know, and ſhould 
it be whiſpered that you entertain a ſingle man, it 
might ſpoil your fortune.” 
When we firſt met, we enjoyed the woes of 
tears; for though he was not very intimate with my 
dear mother, yet my loſs recalled to his remem- 
+brance his own beloved wife, whoſe virtues and 
amiable character have kept him ſo many years a 
widower. We dwelt with delight on your 
praiſes; how dearly does he love his darling 
daughter — how ardently does he long to enfold 
you in his paternal arms !—I have the pleaſure to 
aſſure you that he is in perfe& health, 
| C 2 Mrs. 


N 
— 


zeſpedts ; and I am, my dear Madam, with the 
Your muchabligedand 


greateſt ſincerity, 


vr 


ate, 
JSABELLA MONTAGUE» 


— 
* 


— 
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DU deen abthydwehret etal 
| bella, for the confidence I repoſe in you tos | 
did I not pour my griefs into your friendly boſom, 
I ſhould be wretched indeed] therefore expect that, 
like Dogberry, * T ſhall beer all my tediouſaels | 
. . . 

Since I wrote laſt I have met with many unplea- 
ant things—Sir Arthur's temper ſeems entirely 
changed, though I cannot indeed accuſe him of 
any actual unkindneſs to me—that villain of 4 
lord, as you jultly ſtile him, is, I am confident, 
the cauſe of all—and yet I dare not mention his 
ſcandalous behaviour to me, leſt it ſhould involve 
my huſband in a quarrel. 

The day after I laſt wrote to you, I dined at 
Lip Bleville's ; Sir Arthur, being pre-engaged, 
did not accompany me. There were only two or 
three of her particular friends ; but in the evening 
came Sir Edward Stanley—at ſeeing me he ſtarted, 
and addreſſed me with ſuch embaraſſment in his 
air and manner, that I felt confuſed ; and my aunt 
I ſaw looked at us both with aſtoniſhment : he en- 
quired how Sir Arthur did 
C 3  « Bleſs 


( 39 ) 
«&, Bleſs me, Sir Edward, (cried my aunt,) why 
you aſk as formally after your friend as if you did 
not meet once a month, inſtead of ſeeing each other 
daily. Pray what has happened to make you ſo 
uncoramonly ſtiff?“ tabs 
5 , 
i wer, when the ſervant announced Lord Richmore. 
Surprize was viſible in every face for he does not 
viſit Lady Bleville. He entered with a gay aſſured 
air, and — one ns her, came . 
up to me. i 
#6 As'my friend; Sir Arthur, Madam, is piirti- 
cularly engaged, and unable to attend you, he has 
done me the honour of making me his deputy, to 
wait your leiſure and eſcort you ſafely home: hut 
had Iknoyn of Sir Edward Stanley's being here, 
when hit muſt be fo much more acceptable.” 
The latter part of this ſpeech was ſpoken with 
a — Wee 1 — | 
1 
0 b W hs 
2 of conducting Lady Williams home, (re- 
plied Sir Edward ;) though I cannot flatter myſeli 
with being: favoured by: the r ee ATA 
to me.. 2 1 
4 Nay, no weihen know tha yo | 


4 4a > — 4 
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8 (97) 
beer ood high inthe clean ot Sir Artur 
Lady Williams. 

If you know that; (aid 1 
voked;) you muſt likewiſe know, that the merits of 
Sir Edward Stanley entitle him to our eſteem.” 

« Indeed, madam, I neither doubt his merits 
nor your juſt ſenſe of them: (he then turned to Lady 
Bleville ;) I beg your Ladyſhip ten thouſand par- 
dons for this intruſion ; but I hope the commiſſion. 
I am honoured with will be my excuſe.” 

« Every friend of Lady Williams's, my Lord, 
is welcome here :—pray be ſeated.” (for we were 
all ſtanding.) if | 
| He bowed, and took a chair. Sir Edward I Ia 
was exceedingly diſturbed, and with difficulty re- 
| ſtrained his indignation; he ſoon roſe to go away 

Why, Sir Edward, you dont mean to leave 
us I hope? faid Lady Bleville. 

«© You are very kind, Madam; ere 
gaged to ſpend the evening at Lady Lloyd's—1 
only called to aſk whether you have any commands 
for your ſon, Ee RA hs e 
Only my beſt love. 

He bowed and withdrew. 0 va 
me with wonder and curiolity in her countenance 
—Richmere- ſate like a fiend ſmiling at miſchief. 
1 found myſelf much embaraſſed—I had deſigned 
_Raying the evening, but I diſliked the thought of 
C4 returning 
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returning home at a late hour with Riclimore ; and 
yet if I went away ſoon, I feared he might ſay it 


was in conſequence of Sir Edward's departure 
but of two ev:ls, I choſe what ſeemed the leaſt ; 


and declining cards, told a forran e Ech wy 


carriage. a8? 
6 Lenten (criet Lady Bleville,) you 
muſt not go—you always ſtay ſupper.” 


I beg your Ladyſhip will not be in a hurry on 
my account; (ſaid Richmore,) with Lady Bleville's 
permiſſion, I am here to wait your leiſure, and L 
know Sir Arthur is engaged till a late hour.” 

Without anſwering him, I addreſſed Lady 
ville. Excuſe me this evening, L 
| have alight cold, (which was true,) and am ap- 

prehenſtve that being out lite may encreaſe it" 

Then my dear, T would not wiſh. to detain 
._ you.” a, SL ee 

Hamiet, (whiſpered my aunt,) I ſhall call 
| nn 

9 N 

I can by no means n eee 
eee 
ſufficient protection. 

3 I beg your pardon, Madam ; Ie be 
nour to Sit Arthur that I would fee you ſafe in 

OE 


(33) 
F 
| neſs of attending you. 

He put me into the carriage, and followed hin- 
ſelf. 1 was extremely diſplealed, and ſhewedit by 
my ſilence. © + 
I am afraid, Madam, I have fliortened your 
een wor ms R 
company.” 

ee not wer pate of the company your 
lordſhip could poſſibly frighten away. 

« By Heaven, (exclaimed he) iy ge 
more than any other human being! ; 

« Why fo ?” 

«For the eſteem, the more than eſteem with 
which the charming Lady Williams honours him 


—{he graſped my hand—) what would P not give 
to ſupply his place!“ 
* Sir Edward Stanley has ever been- my huf- 
band's friend : that, to me, is his chief recommen- 
dation ;—but I ſhould be unjuſt to his merits if I 
did not add, that his politeneſs, good ſenſe, and re- 
ſpectfſul behaviour towards me, demand ay 
| eſteem “ pins 

« Enough, N dear Madam ! do not mor- 
tify me to death with his praiſes; he is a happy 
fellow—but I will ſtudy to ſhare your favour.” 
I I was going to teply with ſome aſperity, when 


Cs 


CES 
handed nie out—T made a forinal cuttly, and wiſh- 
ed him a good night. 8 A ann N t 
Tour ladyſhip aer. an 
hours converſation | | 12 12 1 
; 45-66 Not this evening, my lord—T have cold, and 
am going to bed immediately: 
. He looked extremely diſconcerted, By went 
away. Sir Arthur did not come home' till a very, 
late hour I was in bed, but had not ſiept. I. 
PRION ———— bu 
. r mind. is diturded—b- an 1 at: 
eaſe. 5 T 
*« Youdiies me—May Eſha your bh 
8 will alleviate then 
Tell me, Harriet, did Sit Edward Stn. 
en, ee ee at Lady Bleville's to-nigit? ? 
: (By vthis- TO” I nn had — Rich- 
* es vs £14 "hed 
7 6 e tene e 1 
nad know whether Lady Bleville- had any com- 
&ve minutes before Lord Richmore came. 
% J muſt believe you—I dae duk ey ami 
ble Harriet would ſtoop to deceive. ft 
% abhor deceit: mee Sir Anbur, 
whence ariſes the neceſſity fo: theſe queſtions?” 
"6c Th cannot be ignorant that Stanley loves 
bs 2 | 82 J Jour” 


( 5 C 
yo. yes, canting, hypocritical vi villin! he would 


"4 


if he dared, ruin my peace for ever 
Indeed you wrong him; he loves 10 0 

to me has always behaved with the ſtriteſt pro- 

prietyhoever oma — N 
him, is a villan rn 

Harriet; you know nor what an n 


making. What ſays the poet? 
cal dne bed, if woltiih inter 


e lars che hour or thy degree nean 


I blame not Stanley for an N paſ- 
thats but I blame him for giving way to it; and 
By infidions arts, and pretended good qualities, for 
endeavouring to gain upon your unſuſpect ing 
heart, and undermine the affection you have hitherth 
beſtowed on your once happy huſband.” 8 

«« No man's endeavours can ſucceed in that 
point; and I am confident he is baſely ' injured.” 

% Well, Harriet, let us drop the ſubject—I ſee 
our opinions differ—but your warmth in favour of 
Sir Edward, proves he: has ſucceeded: i n 
your ee i 4. 

« T own it—but when he is f und ae, 
of your eſteem, he will forfeit mine that moment. 

Sir Arthur ſaid no more, but ſighed, and had à 
reſtleſs night ; neither did I fleep well. . In the 
morning my aunt came, and I told her all my 

CS: auxieties 


- 


the principles, a ſtrong attachment is Ns amor] of 


| 
[ 
| 


4 
anxieties >She was (as I feared ſhe would be,) 
greatly.offended with Sir Arthur: the Lad Lord 
Richmore was a gambler, and ſhe apprehended, a 
into the country (continued ſhey) for he leads your 
huſband- into very expenſive parties. As to Sir 
Edward Stanley, though I entertain the higheſt 
| opinion of him, ſtill, as Sir Arthur wiſhes you (o 
decline his iptimacy, it is your duty to do it. 

My aunt could not ſtay dinner, and I dined alone; 
for Sir Arthur was out, as he now frequently is ; 
indeed he often does not come home till two or 
three in the morning, and then appears melancholy 
and peeviſh, Moſt earneſtly do 1 with we were 
5 returned to Meredith Hall.—Your, account of my 
dear father gives me great ſatisfaction; yet I fear 
; e ee eee blames 45. eee 

| fo dearly loves. 
Send me the continuation of Mrs. A 
fry ** | 
Ever yours 
Har Williams. 
Ther heard nothing yt of our dear Fam. 


—— 


N 

enn Evas e 46 rus an or 
nn. 

T AM at this moment devoured by the ſpleen and 
1 in a fit temper to blow out my own brains or 
thoſe of any other man; yet I dare not indulge a juſt 
reſentment, and puniſh a villain :;—You muſt ſup- 
poſe I mean Richmore, from whom J have received 
freſh infults, and to whom I am beyond a doubt in- 
debted forthe loſs of my friend, and the deprivation 
of Lady Williams's ſociety ; but I know her charm- 
ing delicacy fo well, that were I to have a public 
quarrel with him, and were ſhe ſuppoſed to be the 


cauſe of it, (which he would certainly inſinuate) 
it would make her miſerable ; therefore topreferve 


her peace, I ſtifle my rage :—but I am determin- 
ed to watch the villain cloſely :—that he entertains - 


à violent paſſion for Lady Williams, is certain; 

and I am told, he has led her huſband into deep 

play, and already injured his fortuge. How 

ſtrange it is that ſo amiable a man as Williams, 

ſhould be duped by fuch a wretch ! I am inter- 

"_ CON 
+ * * * * # 


NET has juſt called to deſire I will go with 
him to the maſquerade next Monday; and I have 
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promiſed; for my hours, ſince the loſs of Lady 
Williams's, intiwacy, have been ſo tardy in their 
fight, I am glad of any affiſlance to laſh them on. 

Again I muſt congratulate you on the ſociety 
you at preſent enjoy—I mean that of the faſcinat- 

countels, as I flatter myſelf it may tend to « 
you of a paſſion which has ſo long diſturbed, you 
peace. Think me not a profligate—neither. 90 
you pretend to be more than, a man ;—the ſeducer 
of innocence, and the violater of the marriage bed, 
T abbor— but when inclination leads to. the ſacri- 
hce a willing victim, accountable to no one but 
herlelf for her conduct, the affair is widely different 
Hand were I in your ſituation, I am afraid my 
remorſe would not be poignant. IE et | 

I am again interrupted but leſk you ſhould, be 
uncaly at not hearing from me, I will * 
; this without waiting f for time to fill my paper. 

1 Tours, 
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Jr, not or Pa oi 
diſtreſſes me; however, I F | 
packet is on its way hither. - * 1 2. 
In my laſt alkediof gbimrew Amiznd, but l 
have changed my plan, and deſign accompanying 
the Count de Beauville to Bruſſels next werk. 
And now for a continuation of my adventures. F 
have been properly mortified; and inſtead of for- 
ſaking my miſtreſs, am myſelf become the dif- 
carded lover. The verynight after I wrote to yon, 
J attended her weekly aſſembly, when the firſt ob- 
ject that ſtruek my eyes was Sir George Oldham 
flirting with the Counteſs. On ſeeing me, ſhe 
aſſumed a triumphant air, ſaying, .O, my lord, 
here is an amiable countryman of your's, who has 
juſt been introduced to me: I muſt have the plea- 
ſure of preſenting you to each other. He look- 
ed confuſed I bowed coldly; and turning to the 
Counteſs, Inn nnn 
able a'zete d tete. 
Why indeed it ee (replipd ſhe) 
| and Sir George's ſeducing gallantry has made me 
inattentive to the reſt of my company.“ 


She 


— Io, — — — 2 n * 
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of her character. 


5 yourlifter tt Teſt you in rate heath,” T 


Ec Iv 
She then gave him her hand, and left me to re- 
ceive ſome ladies who were entering. Shall I con- 
ſeſs to you, Stanley, that I was mortified ?—I 
meant to deſert the coquet, and till I could not 
beur the ſhould ſo ſoon diſregard her proteſtations 
of love, ami treat me with indifference, coma 7 
was wholly engroſſed by che gallantries 
George, I wiſhed her. a good night, end aſked if 
—— Ref er 
To Rruſſeis (repeated ſhe, in a tone of fur- 
priſe) Why, are you going thither?” - 
Ne, ina day or two; and as I find my road 
Will lead me near Monſieur d'Hautville's, I de- 
ng u ty eee on very” a 


| b 
- * 


*. My very amiable fifter will 1 ae ſet 


e Bs comptimens-bee you will not 
Kind it fo eaſy to make a dupe of her to your pre- 


tended paſſion, as you have of ſomebody elſe.” 


* My only deſign, madam, is to pay her that 
reſpect to which nn 


Lou are impertinent, my lord, as well as 
-ungrateful : but tis entirely the ſame to me where 


| you go, or to whom you pay your reſpetts.” 


% I believe ſo, madam. Then I ſhall inform 


« And 


6 


«And in lich fpiries, my lord, on de acqui- = 
r 
Oldham. 

Saying this he tumed from me with a haughty 
. air, and I quitted the houſe. 
# ++ #4 + * 

Tour letter is juſt arrived—it has filled 2 
concern and aſtoniſhment—Can Williams ſuffer 
himſelf to be duped by Richmore? Can he, who 
knows your worth, and has fo long enjoyed your 
friendſhip, relinquiſh your intimacy on bare ſuſpi- 
cions only? yet Richmore is ſpecious and inſinuat- 
ing—LI knew him well at Oxford, and always 
ſaw he was a hypocrite, Vile wretch ! and-does- 
he preſume to entertain one looſe idea of Lady 

Williams? of that angelic creature, whoſe very 

looks are ſufficient to command. reſpect from the 
moſt abandoned her name vibrates to my heart 
Alas! I feel that neither reaſon, abſence, nor 
any frivolous attachment, can weaken. the admi- 
me! Guard her, I beſeech you, from the machi-. 
nations of the artful Richmore! and if poſſible de- 
yelope his real character to Williams. 
Heaven grant that your next letter may be 
fraught with more pleaſing intelligence !—I ſhall 
ſeel the utmoſt I till I know your dif- 
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me, ever your's,” 
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have all my letters forwarded to Bruſſels, | 
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1 laſt letter r 
Whilſt ſuch men as Lord Richmore exiſt, 
it is umpoſſible even for you, who are an example 
of every thing virtuous and praiſeworthy, to be 
otherwiſe than unhappy. I deteſt Lady Bell Re- 
ville, and apprehend more miſchief from ſuch an 
artful woman, than from an unprincipled man; 


reſurne Mrs. Arnold's narrative, and ſhew you of 
what guilt an artſul woman is capable, in order 
to injure the perſon ſhe either hates or envies. 

I think I left off with Mr. and Mrs. Amold's 
being married; ſoon after that event, the latter 
wrote to her aunt, acknowledging her kindneſs, 
and acquainting her with their marriage. Both 
the young people wrote to the uncle, imploring 
his forgiveneſs, with the uſual pleas of ardent 
love, &c. and urging the impoſſibility of their be- 
ing happy without each other, The following 
poſt brought a packet for Mrs. Arnold, which, 
with a trembling hand, ſhe opened, and found all 
the letters; torn to pieces under a blank cover; ſhe 


4 
was much ſhocked, and not a little ſurprized to ſee 
ber, yet ſhe endeavoured to account for this, by 
ſuppoſing her uncle might be preſent when it was 
received; and ſecure, as ſhe imagined, of her 
aunt's good offices, ſhe' hoped a ſhort time would 
allect 2 reconciliation. | 

Mc. Arnold being obliged to join his party at 
Dloverſter, he was accompanied thither by his 
wiſe, who immediately on their arrival privately 
ent a note to her aunt ; the meſſenger returned 
with an anf wer in the following words: 

It is a matter of aſtoniſhment to me, that 
Mrs. Arnold can imagine F will countenance a 
perſon capable of fuch deceit and ingratitude to ſo 
good an uncle. I am too ſenſible of my own 
obligations to him to concern myſelf about thoſe 
whom he for ever renounces ; and the beſt com- 
Sorter Mrs. Arnold can have, is the man for 
whoſe wmple fortune will make her amends for 
being deprived of all dere ef farour from 
much deſpiſed uncle and aunt. 

ä rok 
10 Mn. Arnold ; the however fancied that her 


UYhorolore waited patiently in expectation of hear- 
ing from her. A week elapſed, and though the 


| emit might have been compelled to write it, and 
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again ventured to write to her uncle, no letters are 

rived. She at length prevailed on a friend to go ; 
and expoſtulate with her aunt on her unkindneſa 

in blaming her far taking a ſtep which ſhe herſelf 

Mrs. Arnold's wicked endenvours to make her ap- 

pear a party in the elopement, did not ãn. be leaſt 
long wiſhed to make a breach between her and her 
huſband; ſhe further added, that unleſs Mrs. A- 
her for the twenty pound note ſhe ſtole aut of her 
drawer the Aar 
Slant. 

The bock Mes. Arnold .zecerved eo hook 
hvery of this meſſage, is not to be deſcribed 
with reſpect to the 20l. note; her huſband-cor- 
roborated every circumſtance; but unfortunately: 
they had only verbal teſtimony to produte; and 
the wicked woman had in a few days ſo inſa- 
mouſly afperſed the characters of both Mr. and 
Mrs. Arnold that they found themſelves deſpiſell 
and neglected by all their former friends. Im this 
— 
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months after their marriage, peace was proclaim 


advance ſome money for his neceſſities. For Mrs. 
Arnold's preſent ſupport he mortgaged part of his 


voyage, to the inexpreſſible grief of his wife; who, 
.eonſcious that by marrying her he was involved in 
"theſe difficulties, ventured not to oppoſe his plan, 


Perienced great kindneſs from the honeſt people 
with whom ſhe boarded, and in about two months 
_ after her huſband's departure, ſhe was brought to 
bed of her little girl, and the new duties in which 
:ſhe was now 1 
lancholy, and to. give her a pleaſing employment. 


4 
able to continue any longer at Glouceſter, Mr. 
Arnold obtained leave to return to his quarters at 
Portſmouth; thither he and his wife accordingly 
went; but they were ſoon involved in freſh diffi- 


| cuſties, for he found his income inſufficient to 


maintain them decently; and in leſs than fix 


ed, and poor Arnold reduced to half pay. Di- 
ſtracted at the ſituation of his affairs, and his wife 


| being now pregnant, he determined to go to his 


mother, and try her intereſt to procure him ſome 
appointment at Jamaica, or to perſuade her to 


halt pay, and removing her to a decent farm- 
houſe a few miles from Briſtol, he undertook his 


though her heart bled at the ſeparation. She ex- 


ſerved to divert her me- 
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appointed in his expectations at Jamaica, ani 


r 6 0M 


and was happy in the idea of preſenting her dear 


cileſs waves 


r 
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Arnold, and then he told her that he had been diſ- 


ſhould return in the next ſhips, with ſuch letters 
of recommendation, however, as he doubted not 
en gore Re rc gt ———_— 
Ii Atuokt was her den being” umts 
with his letter, and as ſhe prefered any ſituatioen | 
with him at home, to his continuing at Jamaica, 
ſhe looked forward with impatience to his return, 


Annz e ee nb dt n atertiches 
had the inexpreſſible miſery to hear that the ſhip 
in which he embarked, had been overtaken by a 
violent hurricane, ON Ins the” mer- 


The poor nee great pc; by 4 
to render her for a long time inſenſible to her mis- || 
fortunes ;' but when her-reaſon returned, ſhe found 
1 with no. other ſupport than the 
ſion allowed for officers widows, a ſum very 

te to her neceſſities. In this accumu- 
lated diſtreſs, ſhe once more implored her uncle 
aſſiſtance, but her letter was ſent back in a blank 
expect from her relations; ſhe told Mrs. Newton, 


e 


the friendly — — 
ed to board her and the child for 20l. a year; ant 
as there were many genteel farnilies in the neigh- 
bourhood. Mrs. -undertook to procure 
her needle work, would ſupply her with 
money for clothes, and any extra  expences. An 
offer. ſo truly kind was moſt thankfully accepted, 
and from theſe good people ſhe received every at- 
tention that benevolence could beſtow. She had 
fo much work as enabled her to appear decently, 
Ani lay upalitdefum of money in the four years. 
taken ill with: the finall-pox, and though it was a 
 -Cavourable fart, yer the child's conſtitution was ſa 
delicate, that Mrs. Arnold was alarmed with fymp- 
toms of a decline ſtealing faſt upon her, and too 
her to Briſtol; butcher darling got no better; and 
in a ſhort time ſhe had expended all her little ſav- 
ſent ber à ten pound note, and deſired her to go 
to Bath ; at the ſame time recommending her to 
an acwaintance of her 's, with whom ſhe might 
ledges Wich tears of gratitude the reſobved te 
ty this laſt expedient ; and happily for me and 
my dear Mis. Arnold, we had apartments in the 
. 
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E 
Aud heard the mother mentioned in very high 
terms, Which induced him to attend little Anna, 
and ſpeak to f dear parent in . bah 
The conſequence of our being made known to 
each other, you are already acquainted with; and 
T ſhall ever eſteem eny dear Maria's friendſhip as | 
one of the chief bleſſings of my life, Previous 
to our leaving Bath, ſhe went to Mrs. Newton, | 
-made-her a genteel preſent, ſettled 3ol. a year up- 
on her, and entreated her correſpondence. For 
my part, I quite doat on the good folks, and have 
inſiſted on their paying me a viſit the firſt leiſure 
time. 

Do you not, my dear Lady Williams, envy the 
feelings thoſe. worthy people mult experience ? 
with what tranſport muſt they reflect, that their 
benevolence has preſerved a deſerving woman and 
her beloved child from miſery and want, and 
been the means of placing them in a ſtate of hap- 
pineſs and independence. May this be evermore 
a leſſon to me; may I conſider every child of ſor- 
row as a relation, and endeavour to relieve them 
to the extent of that power which Providence 
has ſo graciouſly beſtowed upon me | 

And now, my dear Madam, I muſt conclude 5 
this long epiſtle, without noticing ſeveral things 
in your laſt letter which ſenfibly affect me. I 
ſhall impatiently expect to hear from you; and 1 

Vor. II. D ſincerely 


FD a ee te 
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ſincerely hope that the ſituation of your affairs 

much altered for the better, and oo you are as 

WT U 9657 ag 2 45 * 
+; Your highly obliged friend, 1 
Is A BELLA MONTAGUE; 


En 
-Lavr Wir ian ro Miss MonTAGvus. | 


Wu 5 
ANY danke, my dear Iſabella, for your 
| agreeable little narrative. Sincerely. do 1 
rejoice that Mrs. Arnold's ſufferings are ended; 
too many amiable women are, I fear, at this mo- 
ment in the ſame unfortunate circumſtances from 
which your reſpectable mother reſcued her. 
What tranſport muſt- Mrs. Montague have felt, 
from the conſideration that ſhe had raiſed a miſe- 
rable and deſpairing fellow-creature to peace and 
happineſs! True benevolence is its own reward; 
it is indeed the height of ſelf-love ; becauſe we ne- 
ver fail to derive from it the applauſe of our own - 
hearts—cheriſh it, dear Iſabella, and you will en- 
ſure felicity to yourſelf. _ 
Would that I could fay . for 
my peace were realized; but, alas! my difficulties 
rather augment. Lady: Bell Reville, Mrs. Bur- 
nett, and Lord Richmore, are perpetually here, 
and I am compelled to join all their parties. 1 
have ventured once or twice to tell Sir Arthur that 
ſo much going out, and ſuch a continual hurry of 
company, is injurious to my health, and repug- 
nant to my inclinations; but he laughs” at me, 
9 Lady Bleville and my aunt would make me a 
| D 2 | mope; | 


(52) 
mope; and if I followed their advice I ſhould ſoon | 
be fit to aſſociate with no 6ne but themſelves ; he 
then adds, that Lady Bell is univerſally admired, 


and the lively widow quite the fon, and his great 
favourite. I ſometimes think he makes me ſo 


| _ diſſipated, that I may leſs regret the want of his 


ſociety; for now -he is ſeldom- at home. My 
aunt hinted that he frequents the gaming-houſes ; 
but this I cannot. believe, for I well remember 
how much he pitied Emma becauſe ſhe was link. 
ed to a gambler. — , 

I am interrupted. ee 

G „„ EE IS | 
T am inexpreſſibly vexed I have been com- 


pelled, notwithſtanding my extreme reluctance, to 


promiſe that I will attend my Mee to the 
maſquerade next Monday. ; 
2 broke off on being ſummoned to the in 
m, where J found Sir Arthur, Lord Rich- 
more, and the two ladies. | 
«© Heavens, Lady Williams! how'can you ſhut | 
yourſelf up ſo fine a morning? come, go with us 
ts Hyde-park—all the world is there.” 
Then you will be ſufficiently crowded with- 


' out me. I have letters to write, and muſt re- 


main at home.” * 


+ How aan hen prefer taking on paper e 
| count 


* 
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| country couſins, to running about, and being 
folowed-by a hundred pretty fellows i” 

This dialogue had been carried on by Lady 
Bell: and me—ſhe now turned to my huſband, ex- 
. claiming, „O, Williams, if I had received · as 
many gifts from nature as has your ſweet wiſe 
there, what havock would I have made among. 
the men!—the very ſtouteſt heart of you all ſhould- 
have trembled at my footſtool! - 

« Then it is full as well as i is. Your Ladys: 
ſhip's attractions now, are ſufficiently powerful 
to make you the object of general admiration.” © _ 
„Come, (ſaid Mrs. Burnett, who did no. 

ſeem to enjoy this diſcourſe), are we going to 
Hyde-park, or not? Shall we be favoured with 
your company, Lady Williams?” 

. Not unleſs Sir Arthur particulariy deſire. 
it. 
bs No, nr dimes do as you pleaſe this morn- 


ing but a-propes, Harriet —1 have made one pro- 


miſe and vow in your name, which you muſt en- 
able me to fulfil.” | 

I dare believe there is eee pro- 
miſe for me, which I. ſhall not have 6 in: 
performing. 25 
« Well then, I have given my + trond that you * 
will accompany the party preſent” to the maſque- 
rade at the Pantheon next Monday. 


(59) 


l Williams, (cried Mrs. 
Burngtt, before 1 had time to reply), how I envy 


=D you the delight of going to a maſquerade for the 


firſt time! what would I give to ſee 2 
new!—but you look grave·— 

If you are determined, my dear, (faid I, ad- 
dreſſing Sir Arthur) that I ſhall join this maſ- 
querade party, I muſt comply; but I aſſure you 
refuſed going with Lady Lloyd, alleging that I 
diſliked the entertainment; and what excuſe can 1 
make to her for accompanying theſe ladies 
3 O, we will ſettle that immediataly, (replied 
Lady Bell), we will deſire Lady I to Join 
us. 37 — 

6 A charming thought!” ſaid Lord bn, 
who had hitherto been ſilent. 


Again I tried to get off; n fone of 
- venturing to a maſquerade—but Sir Arthur aſſur- 


12 ed me I ſhould be taken good care of, and grew 


ſo peeviſh, that I was conſtrained to acquieſce 
a With his wiſhes. Lord Richmore and the ladies 
then took leave, promiſing, however, to come 
back and dine with us, in order to conſult about 
our reſpective characters and drefſes. - _ | 
From what I have heard of maſquerades, the 
entertainment cannot be a pleaſant one; though, 
in proper company, I ſhould have felt no parti- 
cular dillike to | going oo Why then refuſe 
LI 


(5s 9 
Lady Lloyd?” you will ſay—becauſe Sir Edward. 


Stanley is to be of her party :—I am afraid the . 


will be offended at my ſeeming caprice; and 
I am ſure ſhe will not like to join Lady Bell 
in a public place, though ſhe is obliged, by li- 
quette, to viſit her. 


Wan bee ths 


father! but that happy time is 1 fear {till diſtant. 
And now, Iſabella, I will let you into a ſe- 
cret. Next Saturday I am engaged to the wed- 


ding of a near relation—You are aſtoniſhed A 
near relation!“ Ves, my aunt Melcombe is .go- 


ing to be married to Colonel Morley, a worthy 
reſpectable man, and nearly related to Lady Ble- 
ville: he approaches towards fifty, my aunt you 
know is juſt forty, ſo in age they are ſuitable; 


and if parity of ſentiments and inclination, joined 
with good humour and good ſenſe, can enſure hap- 


pineſs, I think they have a fair chance for it. 
They paid my father the compliment of con- 
ſulting him; he could make no objection; for 
in point of - circumſtances, the Colonel is my 
aunt's ſuperiour'; and now every thing is fixed. 


I knew of this* intended match long ago; but 
would not mention it even to you; for we have 


no right to diſcloſe the ſecrets of others. Sir 
Arthur is invited to attend the nuptials, and has 


e 
: 2 _ cilms 


10 


vids on ſuch a ſober, wiſe, prudent ch as 
he calls it.. 
> Adieut: I muſt dreſs for dinner. 
284% % % 
1 could not_cloſe my letter laſt night, being 
. dragged away to two or three aſſemblies. Lady 
Bell has carried her point, and perſuaded Lady 
Lloyd to join our party. We are to go in chaizs 
to Sir Owen Lloyd's, and then proceed in a 
body to the maſquerade. After a long alterca- 
tion about dreſſes, it was ſettled that I ſhould be 
a Quaker, though T wiſhed to have worn a do- 
mino, declaring my inability to ſupport any par- 
. ticular character; but Lady Bell aſſured me I 
. ſhould have little trouble in aſſuming that of a 
Quaker, as moſt of my ideas were as ſtiff and 
primative as any Quaker's whatever. Sir Ar- 
thur expreſſed his partiality to a Spaniſh habit, 
„Which Mrs. Burnett no ſooner heard than ſhe 
choſe it. Lady Bell, (with what propriety L leave 
you to judge), has determined: to appear as a 
Minerva; I am ſure it will be an appearance 
only—I hope ſhe will not forget the owl. Our 
6 e eee ee eee et e een 
I am ſorry to ſay we can learn nothing of | 
=_ ſiſter—Heaven preſerve her, and make my 


Nee eg happy! . 
* N Hanmer WrLraus., 
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Dran STANLEY, 


3 is to convey much information to you; 
but I will proceed with regularity. The 
day after I wrote laſt, Beauville and I ſet off on 
our tour: we ſtopped at Monſieur D'Hautville's 
—the ſervant who opened the door looked melan- 
choly, and when we aſked for his lady, ſhook his. 
head. Ah, Gentlemen! my lady is in great trou- 
ble my poor maſter digd laſt night ! —he burſt 
into tears— I was much pleaſed and affected by the 
ſellow's ſenſibility. Thinking it improper at ſuch. 
a time to ſend in our names to Madame D Haut- 
ville, I left word that her ſiſter was well; and we 
purſyed our journey to Bruſſels, We arrived three 
days ago, and took up our abode at a great hotel. 
Next morning I ſauntered about the city, and de- 
livered letters of introduction to a few families; in 
the evening, after ſupper, having occaſion to fetch 
ſomething from my bed-room, I perceived at a 
door nearly oppolite to mine, a lady ſtanding, and 
ſpeaking to a ſervant ; her face was turned from 
me, but I heard her exclaim, — “ Good Heaven, 
„5 5: Lord 


(F) 


Lord Bleville!” —and immediately ſhe went into 
her room and ſhut the door. Curioſity now im- 
pelled me to &t; quire of ny landlord, whether he 
þ- 2s Eng!'h lady ate houſe 2 « Yes, (replied 
4 be) there is one, who has beer ill for a week, but 
he is got better, ail believe goes away in a day 
2 or two.“ « Can you tell me her name? ( No, 
my lord; but 1 fancy ſhe is a perſon of rank, 
ty what her maid fays,) though ſhe has only one 
woman ſervant belonging to her neither,” Diſſa- 
tisfied with this account, and poſitive that ſhe men- 
- tioned my name, I determined to learn more of 
| ——— ; and next an 
« Lord Bleville underſtands there is an Engliſh 
- Uadyin this houſe, to whom he has the honour of 
being known; he therefore entreats leave to wait 
; upon her, my Gn Gran force £2 lies in 
{| his power.” Fe 
After 1 had ſent this card, 1 began to think 1 
had done a fooliſh, and perhaps an impertinent 
thing; however, in a ſhort time came the follow- 
gy E 
Lord Bleville's ls e eve 
ers Na 00th his Gerricds to 5 won who | 
- . conſcious of being unworthy his ſmalleſt regard: 
and when ſhe tells him that woman is 4 
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see eee y Müde zo er best 
under this painful conviction, ſhe cannot wiſh to 
receive a viſit from Lord Bleville; though the 
returns him her moſt * n oy 
| | Judge of my —— m, Say, An adh 
this. Lady Oldham! cried I—Lady Oldham 
| here ; —alene, at an inn, ill, and unattended !— 
„My ſurpriſe was great, but my compaſſion greater 
{till ; —and when I conſidered her as the once be- 
loved friend of Lady Williams, I felt myſelf deeply - 
intereſted in her fate. I my returned the | 
. note. 
« Lord Bleville now more earneſtly begs wand 
to offer his ſervices, and ſolicit . to wait 5 
upon Lady Oldham.” - 8 
In a few minutes her woman peel 66 «My 
Lady, Sir, will be happy to ſee you. I followed 
her, ſhe ood her miſtreſs's door, and withdrew. 
On my entrance, Lady Oldham roſe, but looked 
pale, and feemed ſcarcely able to ſupport herſelf. 
I expreſſed my thanks for the favour ſhe had 
granted me—ſhe attempted to reply, but burſt into 
tears took her hand: “ Be hot diſtreſſed my . 
dear Lady Oldham — ] ſhall be much concerned if 
my preſence gives you uneaſineſs I only wiſhed 
to know whether I could render * 1 * 
vice.— 


D6 | þ « My 


ee, ͤ x¶ rn 
— — — — 


4 


: «« My Lord, (replied ſhe, wich extreme agita · 2 
ton) Ido not doubt the generoſity of your motives 
in this viſit—but how fallen muſt I be in your 
eyes in what a deſpicable light muſt you now 
behold the once happy Emma, the once diſtin - 

 gviſhed friend of Lady Williams, the wretch who 
could abandon that moſt excellent of women, and 
prefer to her, the eee and moſt po ep 
mankind!” 

% You judge e with too much rigour, | 
madam. Where is the mortal who has never 
erred ?—New to the world, you were unacquainted 
with its depravity, and your lot unhappily was caſt 
among people of the moſt abandoned principles: 
therefore you were miſled: but J confeſs myſelf 
| ſurpriſed at finding you here alone—” _ 5 

« Ygur Lordſhip's candour demands my confi- | 
dence.— Ves, you ſhall know all my follies, and 
what a return J have met with from thoſe for whom 

I left a worthy parent and a faithful friend 2 83 
mother, no doubt, has renounced me ?—" ob 

«« No, indeed; I was informed by Stanley , 


 * chars eee ww e died; 


Died] replied ſhe, ſtarting up,) and is my | 
mother dead? Then what a parricide am I!“ 
* Sir Edward Stanley's letter to the Eart of Bleville, giving 


nn account of Mrs. Montague*s death, and the e of 
her fbrtune, was omitted to proyent tautology- 


She 
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„e ln denn pus her chair, changed coun- 
tenance, panted, and trembled ſo dreadfully, that 1 
pulled the bell for her woman to bring ſome drops, 
and lamented my inconſiderate abruptneſs in men- 
tioning what ſhe might not have heard before. It 
was ſome time ere ſhe recovered. ſufficiently to 

- ſpeak ; at laſt a violent guſh of tears ſeemed to re- 
lieve the oppreſſion. on her breath, and give her 
utterance. . She ſaid ſhe was better, and ordered the 
ſervant. to retire, which ſhe Sy, eying me with.. 
em CORY, 

And isit true, (cried Lady Oldham, Gain her 
hands together,) is it true that my mother is dead? - 
—have I deſtroyed. her? — Heavens what will be- 
come of me!—O, Harriet you foretold alt this, 

but I regarded you not; and now I am juſtly pu- 
niſhed, puniſhed by the wretch who perſuaded me 
to abandon fortune, fame, and friends for ever.“ 

She again fell back in her chair, and wept- bit - 
terly. v 

My ſituation was agonizing; ; I felt for the un- 
Ws creature before me, and reproached myſelf 
for having cauſed diſtreſs where I intended to have 
brought comfort. I tried by every ſoothing ex- 
preſſion to calm her mind, but in vain; the thanked 
me for my endeavours, and begged I would leave 
her, adding, that to-morrow ſhe might, perhaps, 

be more fit to ſee and converſe with me, I roſe, 


( 6 ) 
und afir repeating my wiſhes to ſerv her quid 
the room. 

| I am truly grieved for ho fever ging wh un 
Tors, I am willing to think, have ariſen more from 
bad company, and a too great volatility of mind, 
N than from a real depravity of heart. I form a 
thouſand conjectures reſpecting her preſent ſitua- 
tion, and the cauſe of her being here alone: to- 
morrow I hope my curioſity will be ſatisfied. 
O Stanley, how I lament your eſtrangement from 
Lady Williams! I ſhall now be deprived of hear- 
ing a thouſand little anecdotes * concerning her, all 
of which would have been, to me, more intereſting 
than any other ſubject whatever. 


###### 


Yeſterday evening I was bd to W 
Lady Oldham, and obeyed with alacrity; 
looked extremely ill, and to the utcat ND 

after her health, replied : | 
„My mind is more diſordered than my body— | 
no medicine can mitigate the pangs of ſelf-re- 

. proach ” | e | 

She deſired to be informed of all particulars re- 

lative to her mother's death : the few circumſtances 
you mentioned, I acquainted her with; ſubjoining 
an -account of the manner in which Mrs. Mon- 
tague bequeathed her fortune, I then obſerved, 
_ a ou | that p 


A * 


| marriage with Sir George Oldham, he introduced 


received from others leſſened mine, 


„ 25 
that although the fur left to Lady Oldham was 


comparatively ſpeaking, ſmall, An —_ 


failing reſource in her ſiſter's affection. 
Think not, my Lord, (replied ſhe,) that L 


' regret'the deprivation of fortune, or repine at my 


ſiſter's advantages; on the contrary, I acknow- 
ledge that what my mother has done for me is far 
more than I expected or deſerved, after refuſing to 
accept her prutection, after leaving her when ſhe 
was haſtening faſt to another world. O, my God, 
(ſhe claſped her hands together, while the big tears 
ſtarted from her eyes,) Never, Never, Can 1 forgive 
myſelf!” 

When ſhe grew a little more compoſed, rs. 
ged to be informed reſpecting her preſent ſituation. 

« I will comply with your requeſt ; (anſwered 
ſhe,) for however painful it may be to confeſs my 


errors, I deſerve the Ee and will ſubmit 


to it. | 
On my coming i Labs, after my imprudent 


me to ſeveral of his gay companions. I found 
myſelf generally admired, eſpecially by Lord Gay- 
leſs: and as vanity has ever been unn 
J enjoyed his gallantries, and bluſh to ſay, encou- 
raged them. Sir George left me frequently ; the 
ardour of his love abated; ee p 
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ttacted univerſal notice — I was vexed found her 
conduct ſo much more applauded than my own, that 


„ 
0 When Lady Williams came to town the at 


I confeſs I envied, though I had not refolutior to 
imitate her. I endeavoured to corrupt her principles, 


: and bring her-nearer my on level; but the attempt 
failed. 


I then ſought to make her the object of 
public ridicule, but, though I ſucceeded with a few 


of my gay aſſociates, by the generality of-the world 
ſhe was reſpected; from the moment I diſcovered 


this, ſhe loſt all influence over me; I feared, but 


I did not love her. Sir George however ſeemed 


85 deeply ſtruck. with her perfections; and the inſtant 
_ ſhe was known to him, neglected me entirely ; . 
' / whillt], to be revenged, flirted ſcandalouſly with 


Lord Gayleſs. - In this ſituation were affairs when 


Sir George was conſtrained to fly his country. He 


had always led me to ſuppoſe he ſtill poſſeſſed a 


conſiderable fortune —judge then of - the ſhock I 1 

received on hearing he was totally undone! I went 

to Lady Williams—ſhe offered me her houſe, her 

| purſe, hi her all. I returned home, and found a lets - 

5 ter containing the ſame kind offer from Lady Gaye 
les. —How to act I knew not—if I accepted Lady 


Williams's propoſal, I muſt live in a ſtate of con- 
tinual obligation, with a conſciouſneſs of having 
deſerved my fate by ſlighting her advice; conſe. - 
e her ee over me would be greater 

| 2 dan 
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thanever. To apply to my mother was [till more 
humiliating— 1 had inſulted her authority, diſre- 
garded her remonſtrances, and - ſet at nought her 
opinion concerning a man whoſe behaviour too 
well juſtified all ſhe urged againſt him. While L 
was making theſe diſagreeable reflections, came 
Lord Gayleſs—he told me I was ridiculed and de- 
ſpiſed by the whole town, that all my acquaintance 
meant to ſhun me, and that my only way of 
avoiding univerſal contempt, was to go abroad till 
my follies were forgotten : he added,. that Lady 
Gayleſs and he had long projected a trip to the + 
continent, and that if I choſe to join'their partys; 
they would fet out immediately.—Þ caught at this 
bait with eagerneſs," and agreed to go; neither 
could all the tender entreaties of Lady Williams 
ſhake my purpoſe. With Lord and Lady Gayleſs + 
and Colonel Storville I left England; we ſteered _ 
our courſe to Montpellier, where we arrived 
without any accident; and the journey was ren- 
dered perfectly pleaſant to me, by the affectionate 
politeneſs of Gayleſs, and the ſtudied civility of his 
lady. We entered into all the amuſements of the 
place; but I ſoon began to think my Lord's atten- 
tions were of a leſs reſpectful kind than they uſed 


to be; he ſought all opportunities of entertaining 
me in private, and took improper liberties ; ſaid I: 


was the object of his adoration ; and if I attempted 


"A 
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3 him, he would throw himſelf i into 
an agony, and declare I was the moſt cruel and ca; 
pricious of human beings. In ſhort I found my 
ſituation highly diſtreſſing ; for though vain, giddy, 

and diſſipated, I had never harboured a thought of 
wronging my huſband, or forgetting what I owed 
myſelf. I had encouraged the afliduities of Gay- 
leſs, firſt, from a love of admiration, and after- 
wards from pique againſt Sir George; but never, 
till now, did I believe his attachment ſerious :—as 
to her ladyſhip and Colonel Storville, they were 
found the party I had connected myſelf with, was 
an extremely improper one for a woman under my 
circumſtances. To avoid being alone with Lord 
Gayleſs, 1 frequented the card- tables, and generally 
loſt my money; but one evening, after a run of 

ill luck, I refuſed attending an aſſembly to which 

my fellow-travellers were invited, and determined 

to ſit quietly in my own apartment, and conſider 
how I might extricate myſelf from my embaraſſ- 
ments. I had not been alone half an hour, before 
tte door opened and Lord Gayleſs appeared; pro- 
_ woked at this intruſion, I was about to ſpeak, when 
baue prevented me by declaring, he was dome on im · | 

portant buſineſs, and muſt be heard. 4 
„ When firſt I beheld you, Madam, (ſaid he), ö 


Au. charmed with ä and delighted 
| with 


; 
2 'T 
” 
* * 
FER 
: 


. 
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with the gaiety of your diſpoſition ; Sir George 
Oldham I knew was too much a man of the 
world to reſent any attentions that were beſtowed 
upon his wife; I therefore preſented myſelf, 
amongſt other candidates, for your favour, and 
had the vanity to think I enjoyed a diſtinguiſtied 
preference. When Sir George deſerted you, I 
laid my fortune at your feet; and by promiſing 
Lady Gayleſs the company of Storville, I pre- 
vailed on her to forward my ſchemes, and pre- 

ſerve appearances by accompanying us abroad. 
You know how tenderly I have been attached ta 
you, and. with what reſpect I have endeavoured 
to cultivate your regard ; think then how extreme 
muſt be my - diſappointment at finding you inſen- 
ſible to my paſſion, and ungrateful ſor all the 
trouble T have taken to promote your happineſs, 
I am unwilling to call Lady Oldham a jilt, yet 
by your preſent conduct you deſerve that epithet, 
as you cannot pretend to have "miſtaken my 
Views ——“ | We 108 | | 

L was going haſtily to interrupt him: 
Hear me out, Madam, (continued he), and 
then reſolve as you pleaſe, I {till love you fin- 
cerely ; but J am not one of thoſe whining fools 
who can patiently wait for months on a caprici- 
ous lady's humours. If you are inclined to com- 
n withes, my fortune is ſtill at your 
0 
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diſpoſal ; Lady Gayleſs will ſtill be your 'compas 
mon, and we may remain abroad till we grow 


tired of each other; but if you are determined to 
perſevere in cold ungrateful returns to my tender- 
neſs, we muſt part. Conſider the alternative 
Will you be left here deſtitute of money and 
friends; or will you render mg the moſt enviable 
of mankind, and accompany Lady Gayleſs to 
Aix? One thing allow me to remark, that whe- 
ther you'deign to make me happy or not, the world 
will think me ſo; therefore. you have nothing, to 
loſe, and I hope much to gain.” 
_ — Indignation for a moment deprived me of 
ſpeech—he graſped my hand, Think not, my 
Bord, (cried I, ſnatching it from him), that L- 
can for a moment heſitate which alternative to 
chooſe. | Friendleſs and deſtitute as I am, I will not 
be further inſulted. Leave me, my Lord; and be 
aſſured you have miſconceived my 8 . 
I ſhall obey you, Madam, and am only 
forry I have thrown away my time on a Lady 
who has not ſpirit enough to fulfil the character 
| the has taken ſo much pains to-acquire,” 
WMhen he left the room, I.melted into tears, | 
I ſerioully reflected on my paſt conduct, and ſaw 
 Lhad indeed aſſumed the appearance of vice, and 


by the levity of my behaviour, juſtly incurred in- 


ban FO was inexpreſible—T 1 a. 
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{l-epleſs night, and in the morning” found my 
very ill—I lay in a violent fever two days; but 

not one of my aſſociates came near me; and on. / 
the thixd morning after my converſation with Lord” 
Gayleſs, I received that note.” 

She gave me a flip of paper containing theſe. 
words: ; 
« Lord Gayleſs preſents his compliments to 
Lady Oldham, and wiſhes her a fafe return to 
England. He-is ſorry ſhe did not know her own. 
intereſt ſufficiently to accompany him and 0 

Gayleſs to Aix.“ 

« That note, Landis Lady Oldham), was, 
given to my ſervant by Lord Gayleſs, juſt as he 
was getting into his carriage. Judge what my, 
feelings muſl have been at ſuch treatment!—How , 
deeply did T now regret my ungrateful behaviour 
to my. mother and my friend !—-I reſolved, as the. 
only atonement in my power, to haſten back to 
England, and throw myſelf on my mother's mer- 
cy—wretch that I am!—this conſolation is deni--. 
ed me!—T heard that a gentleman and two ladies 
of my acquaintance were going from Montpelier 
to Bruſſels—T begged leave to join them; they 
kindly aſſented; and about a week ſince we arriv- 
el here: but before 1 left Montpellier, 1 was 
obliged to part with my footman, on account of 
the low ſtate of my finances. I found myſelf fo- 


| diſpoſe of myſelf, and whether you Know any 
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Mott yr ning e le to reſt a 
few days; but to-morrow I had deſigned ſetting 
out for England, and going to Briſtol, where I 
hoped to live unknown till I had writen to my 
. . Dapper e to 
2 My al cauſ- 

ed that involuntary exclamation which has pro- 
ciured me the honour of your notice; and now 
that my dear mother's death muſt alter my plan, 
allow me to aſk your Lordſhip how I. ought to 


a thing about Sir George? 
© von nr 
pteſume he ſtill is; but I am ignorant of all par- 
ticulars relative to his affairs: and as to your 

Ladyſhip's future conduct, ſince you have done 


viſe you to perſevere in · your deſign of going to 

England, as J doubt not but you will meet with 
— te.” 
4. — —— 
| ſon to queſtion it but to caſt myſelf upon her, 
| unſolicited, would be the height of aſſurance; and 
| perhaps afterall, I had better ſettle privately here, 
and have my income remitted to me the ſight of 
TE EO CURES: cover me 


. 
| J earneſtly 
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earneſtly diſſuaded her from remaining abroad 
and at laſt, after many arguments pro and con, ſhe 
reſolved to write to Miſs Montague, and ſtay at 
Bruſſels. till her anſwer arrived. I hinted, that a 
private lodging was properer than an hotel; ſhe + 
thanked me, and ſaid it ſhould be her care do p. 
cure one to-morrow, I begged her to get neceſſary 
attendants, and conſider me as her banker: again 
ſhe thanked me, but ſaid, that as ſhe choſe to con- 
tinue unknown, one woman ſervant more would” 
be ſufficient; and ſhe hoped her purſe was till 
long enough to afford that expence, and ſupply all 
her wants till ſhe returned to England. I then 
took leave, inwardly lamenting that a woman ſo 
much indebted to nature, and who has proved ſhe 
does not, on ſome occaſions, want virtue, ſhould” 
have been ſo miſled by vanity and an inordinate 
love of pleaſure, joined to exceſſive pride, as to for- 
feit that moſt deſirable of all — the” hy cg 
bation of her own heart. 

You will communicate this epiſtle to Lady 
Williams, or not, as you think moſt expedient. — 
The juſtice Lady Oldham did to her virtues was 
highly meretorious ; for I fear there are few peo- 
ple who would praiſe another at their own. expence. 

Adieu, Stanley! I will now releaſe you—T ex- 
pea) your next letter with the utmoſt i impatience.  ' 

BTIZVIIIE. 
Lapy 
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i” „ Berkelty- meer., 
* YT ERDAY, my. ; dear Iſabella, I was a 
_ witneſs to the union of my aunt and Colonel 
Morley. Sir Arthur gave us his company till af- 
ter dinner, and then, notwithſtanding our entrea- 
ties, went away, I ſupped with the new- married 
pair; but when I came home I did not find Sir 
Arthur he returned about four in the morning 
I was in bed, though not aſleep—he ſpoke to me 
with great tenderneſs, yet ſeemed extremely de- 
jected; as, indeed, he has often done of late —1 
aſked the cauſe, but got no ſatisfactory anſwer. 
This morning I was n for church, when | 
Lord Richmore came in. | 5 
e Is your Ladyſhip going to air 6 ſoon?” IS 
J am only going to chuch, my Lord.” 
« You ate unfaſhionably good-:—three fourtks 
of the ladies at our end of the town have not open 
ed their eyes yet. 
8 Lordſhip 88 is . too . 
for I never fail of ſeeing ſome of the moſt faſhion- _ 
able people at church; and I am ſorry to add, 
your thinking the n ee | 
| 80 there,” | £ 
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« A fair retort; Richmore; (ſaid Sir Arthur), 
but I am afraid, my dear, you will not be pleaſed 
with me, for I confeſs- enn 
morning to a drowſy ſermon. err 7 
| « You jt ide ad youth: oe #] and 
wiſhed them both a good morning; but Richmore 
followed me, led me to the carriage, uttered ſome | 
ſtrange rhapſody about adoration and ſo forth, and - 
then had the aſſurance to kiſs my hand. I darted 
at him a look of ſeverity and contempt, and made 
no return to his profound bow. — That man is my ; 
utter / averſion, —After ſervice I drove to Lady 
Lloyd's, wiſhing-to make excuſes for the apparent 
capriciouſneſs of my behaviour reſpecting the 
maſquerade; ſhe kindly aſſured me, the rejoiced 
that Sir Arthur's importunity would procure her 
the pleaſure of my company; “and believe me, 
my dear, (fail ſhe), nothing but the wiſh of join- 
ing you, could induce me to be of Lady Bell Re- 
ville's party; for L diflike her; and Mrs. Burnett 
is ſtill worſe. Lady Bell, I own, preſerves ap- 
pearances; but Sir Arthur muſt know the is not 
an eligible intimate.—I am ſorry to obſerve he has 
renewed his boyiſh friendſhip with Lord Richmore; 
it will be productive of harm ;—Sir Edward Stan- 
ley was a much ſafer aſſociate. « eager: . «1 
indeed, replied I, and changed the ſubje&. BN. 
Lay * faid, ſhe would, if poſſible, nerer pi 
n E mann 


. 1 6 
leave me to-morrow evening, which, as PD de- 
ſigned wearing à man's domino, would be the leſs 
remarkable: a groam of their s, who has been ill, 
goes to Caermarthen on Wedneſday, for change of 
air ; he is to convey this ; fo you may expect an 


enormous packet; eſpecially as eee 
e e ebe eren 
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| bet Wer 4 ate avenge 
eee ee dear Iſabella, retired to my 
eng I have ordered myſelf io be uni- 

verſally denied; and I will not go to bed till I 
| have related all the diſagreeable circumſtances pro- 
. t e abe ; 

I was habited like Ann Lovely, in a plain light 
8 ſatin gown and petticoat, a book-muſlin 
apron, handkerchief and cap, with a double border, 
plaited- ſo nicely round my face, that I really 
thought it becoming; a ſmall brown filk bonnet 
without riband, brown filk ſhoes, and brown 
mittens. Lady Bell, as Minerva, was extremely 
| peared to great advantage in a Spaniſh habit, Sir 
Arthur wore a , pink domino, and. Lord Richmore 


- a blue one. 


We went at nine Glock to Sir Owen Lloyds, 
5 where ſoon after aſſembled Lord and Lady Clay-. 
mer ; her Ladyſhip dreſſed as Flora; Colonel and 


uy: a 


Mrs. Sawyer, and two gentlemen whoſe names I 
don't remember. I received an hundred compli - 
ments on my Quaker-like appearance; and Lady 
Claymer declared, ſhe would have exactly ſuch a 
habit for the next maſquerade :—entre-nows, the is 
a little, fat, aukward woman, not vaſtly well calcu- 


lated to repreſent Flora ;—but propriety of dreſs, 


is, I find, the thing of all others leaſt regarded at a 


maſquerade. About twelve we entered the Pan- 
theon, and I muſt own, the novelty of every thing 


I ſaw, the brilliancy of ſome dreſſes, the oddity 


of others, and the ſpirit and vivacity which ſeemed 


to animate the whole company, engaged my at- 


tention for -a time in a moſt agreeable manner. 


Lady Bell and Lady Lloyd kept cloſe to me, but all 


the reſt of the party, except Lord Richmore and 


Sir Arthur, we ſoon loſt. 
A group of young -fellows, habited like Savoy- 
ards, approached us:“ Heavens! Jack, (cried one 


ol them), here's Decency conducted by Wiſdom. 


Prythee, ſweet maid, what could induce thee to 
appear in this ſcene of folly ? doſt thou and thy 
companion come to eſpy the nakedneſs of the land? 
mne. of, Pug 
vanities?“ 

« Neither, anſwered I. This ſapient del 
led me n with the SR deſign of preſerv- 
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| ( 76 3 
ing our joint pe ue e II of lien. | 
tiouſneſs. | 
wee And which are — (returned he.) 
Look around; and ſee if in this motley crowd thou 
canſt find one perſon likely to be the friend of De- 
cency and Wiſdom —not but what I am ready to 
enliſt under thy banners, and become a Simon 
| wp — rpg L 

He attempted to take my hand. I 4h 
« Hence! (exclaimed Minerva), dne not 
the hand of virtue by thy unhallowed touch ;—ſeck 
out thy proper e eee egg no 
charms for the! 2 
I bey all ſet up a loud laugh, ene. 

"ow after I was accoſted by a Turk. | 
Charming woman, ſaid he, bowing, how few © 
| can boaſt a mind like thine, ſpotleſs as thy gar- 
ments! Virtue ever muſt conduct thy ſteps,” but 
_ _ worldly wiſdom may be deceitful ;—truſt not to 
&- appearances.—Virtue may not have power to guard 
. thee from the machinations of the wicked; pun 

Ty when they aſſume the maſk of wiſdom.” 

Sao ſaying he haſtily went on. I would give a 
=. fot: cur Fan 
- 1 5 
| One who knows my friend Ana, T fancy.” 
cured Lady Len. n 


4 1 


| 4 M7] 
I dare ſay not, anſwered I. My habit af- 
forded him nnn «few trite 
obſervations.” 5 
He is ſome Methodit Fl W (eried 
Richmore), who wiſhes to throw a veil over his 
own vices by railing at other peoples. . 
RNichmore and Sir Arthur now left us. A va- 
riety of attacks were made on Lady Bell and my- - - 
ſelf, many of which ſhe really parried with cle- 
vernefs, though ſometimes ſhe ſeemed to forget 
her character. At length I began to feel tired, 
and propoſed fitting down as the moſt likely way 
my propoſal, and we had nearly reached a ſopha, 
when a great crowd came ſuddenly upon us, 
+ obliged Lady Lloyd to let go my arm, and abſo- 
lutely Dal 8 
of the room. I was terriſietn. 85 
Do not. frighten yourſelf, (ſaid Lady Bell), A 
with Minerva for n what have . : 
1 65 
We ſat en and I was e examining $-4 
We er that paſſed, in hopes to diſcover Lady 
Lloyd, I | 
ed himſelf by me. 2955 | 
„ 'To whom, lovely Quaker, (ſaid flo)" are 
thoſe earneſt looks directed? does the blue do- 
mino ſtill engroſs all your attention? have you 
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nous toibeRbw üpöm u fiend who; though forbid 
your preſence, ever hovers near you?? 
| „5 conclude the maſl dir 
Edward Stanley, Who, as Lady Lloyd told me, 
had declined going in her party when e 
was added to i ba nn 
Indeed, (replied I), in e 
ſhare in my thoughts. I was looking for a lady 
in a white domino trimmed with pink; and if 
thou ſeeſt ſuch a one, anne 
for pointing her out. 1 29 
There as rel wick 64 eh ed 
here, therefore it will be difficult to diſtinguiſh 
her; but as your dreſs is more remarkable, fit 
ſill, and the lady will certainly ſind you. 
I was talking to Sir Edward Stanley, I dreaded 
leſt Sir Arthur ſhould join us, diſcover him, and 
be diſpleaſed; 1 therefore told him I did not like 
the company of ſtrangers, and n 
leave me to the prateion of Minerva. 21 
Strangers (repeated he), is it poſſible you can 
think me a ſtranger? No diſguiſe could hide the 
J ang 
ley.“ * 
2 Lan x convinced, frlend, Fw art 1 4 
| alen; eee ſuch ram | 


* 


45 


thou haſt mentioned; waer I ret defire be 
abſence.” | 

I then turned drip to © Minn; but WON 
of my ſurprize, When I found ſhe was gone. 
00 Gong! Heaven! (exclaĩmed I), What will be⸗ 


come of me! 1 8 to ' riſe—he held | | 


me bs 2; 

« . you il be lo f in 
the crowd ; there you can never find your friends. 
Compoſe yourſelf—remetnber, your daun Wall 
protect you from every inſult,” 

« I know not who or what you are, (ried 1, 
extremely alarmed), but if you wiſh to make me 
eaſy, fly in ſearch of my friends; * ingeed. 1 

ſhall be obliged to you. 1 
* 0, no doubt of that—but 1 ſhould be a con» 
founded fool if I loſt this opportunity of ſpeaking 
to you without witneſſes. A. propos, what is be- 

come of your huſband and his fair Spaniſh lady? - 


b REP their time like OST 


n 
« Once more I ſay you are miſtaken in the 
perſon you addreſs. n an 1 will Jong 
my friends myſelf.” - BY | 
« It is the happy Wade fo24 with is i 
it is he who now. occupies that place in Jour 

heart which A | 
E44 Such 


| mentioned 


a deſerted by her friends, and ete-4-tete with a 
man of the world! AY; Ws. cf. e 
| feRted thy principles too 1 2 | 
And who are you? (retorted the domino) 


Ado!) 
Such language from Sir Edward Stanley amaz- 


n 


of prudence, that J loſt ſight of my aſſumed cha- 


nter, and haſtily replied, .I ſeek Lord Rich- 
more!—he is my utter averſion—I know not any 


man I ſo much diſlike, except the perſon who in- 
ſults me by theſe baſe ſuggeſtions.” I inſtantly, 


roſe, and ſtruggled to diſengage my n | 
he ſtill held faſt. | | 


% You will e — 


How have I inſulted you? | 
At that moment advanced che Jon before 


« How! (cried: * anting)—The lovely Qua- 


How dare you intrude on private converſation?” 


elt matters not who. Lange. > 
lady thinks me an intruder, I am gone.“ 


No, indeed, (anſwered I); pray aſſiſt me in 


recovering my friends, from whom I have been 

ſeparated by the crowd. This domino is as much 

55 me. nnr, 
tection.“ 


40 1 will be your protector "—cried the tot 5 


"I mino with fierceneſs, | . 


« My 


66 


400 nee n diet dun — 
Turk), are as great as yours. The lady diſclaims 
all knowledge of you; therefore, leave her.“ ky 
By Heaven, (anſwered the domino), I wilt 
not yield the lady up to you, or any man livingl— _ 
I __ wok. and I ann 4 your walking 
5 a 
„ You int! (epestel "the Turk), you are _ 
beneath my reſentment, or I'd pluck. your max | 
from your face; but if you wiſh-to ſee mine, fol- 
low me till I have ſucceeded in reſtoring this 
lady to her friends, EY ſhall be ſatis. 
hed.” 1 3 
1 by this time had 3 
, whiihadighiand ſhocked to death—and 
not knowing what I faid, addreſſed the domino 
with, „Pray, Sir Edward, be . and we 
will go all together“ 

« Sir Edward, (exclaimed the Turk), I thought, | 
Madam, that gentleman was a ſtranger to 'you— 
but I can aver he has no. pretenſions to be called 
Sir Edward; ES Er WOE 

ms ee T1 N 

*« By Heaven, (cried the domino), this inſo- _ 
lence is not to be borne!—Let me, Madam, con- 
duct you to your friends; I will then know who 
this officious impertinent fellow is. 

„ to anſwer with gen 


682 5 
warmth, when happily amongſt the crowd, whom 
curioſity had aſſembled round us, I perceived: Sir 
Owen and Lady Lloyd, with Lady Claymer. I 
a een He ha amd 
burlt into tears. 
My dear, (faid ſhe), wi have: ater Gorking 
you every where. Compoſe yourſelf, we will 
not leave you agairi.” They led me to a feat, 
and ſtood by me. When I was à little recover- 
ed, I found the white domino was gone; but I 
-faw the Turk talking earneſtly with Sir ab 
Lloyd. The former turned to mne. | 
1 am extremely concerned, Madam, it the 
terror you have ſuffered from my interference. 
I hope you will ! r 
you ſexvice. 
3 « You am entitled 'to 25 Abe S; "Gin 
odious white domino was the cauſe of my diſtreſs; 
and the apprehenfion that two gentlemen might 
eee ee ee really - 
— Grey.” | 
„ Pardon my aſking one queſtions. Madam. 
| © You called the domino Sir Edward; did you ſup- 
. poſe that to be his title? or did be fay it was fo? - 
I knew not how to anſwer. The domino had 
tuo or three times, in a manner, called himſelf, 
my Stanley; yet his converſation and behaviour 


. | 
not 


A 
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not ell what to think... The Turk for my en 
baraſſment. 
| 7 
but as the perſon of the gentleman in the domino 
is known to me, I wiſhed to aſſure you, (though 
perhaps the aſſurance may be needleſs), that Sw 
n nnn 
ſmalleſt claim. 
Ian be be nete 
4 ——— 6 
rant; but I confeſs he endeavoured to perſuade 
me I knew him under that appellation; though 
Finnen n Edward nei- 
ther. 4 
... eat 
and believe me he is dignified with a much higher 
title, to which his vices ate a diſgrace. His mo- 
bes for aſſuming another man's name, he belt 
knows. 
80 But what the devil is become of him!” cri 
Sir Owen. 6 
« Indeed I know: hot, , replied de Tak 1 | 
was ſo much engaged by this lady's agitation on 
ien 
him. | 
| | now enquired of Sir Omen if he had fn th 
pink domino and the Spaniſh lady? . No, 
feral be. ue) brat fl e pang at he den- 
& | | brancy 


„ 


bunce ofthe in gn mo by th whit domino 
bot. ne 
„ Pray, my þ of aſked Lady Loyd, lee 
. F 
ther chooſe to fit iete- d- tete with the odious maſk 
that has made this nn n 
ber to ſeek for us? : 
9 5 „„ n 
Minerva and I were quietly: ſeated here, in hopes 
of ſeeing you paſs, when the white domino plac- 
ed himſelf by my ſide, and contrived to engage my 
attention for a few moments; but diſliking to 
converſe with a ſtranger, I turned my head, mean- 
ing to aſk my companion to change ſeats with 
=; hs np Fas, ſhe was 


. 

« How? ee Lady: Lloyd), did a. not he 
en iber did not you diſregard 
her requeſt? and did not ſhe then ſay, that ſince 
you prefered remaining with the domino, ſhe 
v buld go alone in ſearch of us?” 4197, I 
She ſaid not one word of the kind.” | 

| Lady Lloyd ſhook her head. ut 0 * 

. « Bleſs: me, (cried Lady Claymei), hy ſhe 
told us juſt now that you were deeply engaged 
wia maſk, whom ſhe believed you knew, and 
hat you had abſolutely, refuſed walking with her; 
he ſaid we ſhould find you * of the 


| : op 4 ww wal room, 


* 
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ror, and then ah went way v look for the 
Spaniſh lady and the pink domino,” 
_  «« Tt is very ſtrange, (rephed estate 
comprehenſible; nenn 
the reſt of our party to go home.” : 
2 Lau ds eee fins 
ſwered Lady Lloyd), probably we may fee tem 
there.” TI afſſented ; and on entering one of the _ 
rooms, beheld the pink and blue dominos, Mi- 
nerva, and the Spaniſh-lady. 
Heavens! (exclaimed Mrs. Burnett), where 
| have you hid yourſelves all the evening? I have 
| nen ahnen 
theon,” * 
« Upon my word, my fair Quaker, (faid Mi 
nerva), you were extremely amuſed with your 
white domino; is he an old acquaintance, pray?* 
I believe you know full as much of him as 
1 do; a CC TI 
Leaving me fo abruptly,” . 
© Abruptly! Why I ſpoke to you ar 
times, and told you I wiſhed to find our party; 
but you appeared ſo deeply engaged, that I thought 
I might quit you for a few minutes, eſpecially ass 
I told your friends where you were, and when I 
.. rt 69- 
bird was flown,” 


© Yes, (replied Sir Owen Lloyd), 0 
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fallen. But no more of this at preſent.” 


: Weh, bn 1 have no pat eg 


669 
in e e bee dene which: the had 


J hope, my dear, (aid I, addreſfing Sir Ar- 
thur), that 3 ene, ane 


this evening. 


nw Mot delightfully; Fe and Tam 


happy to find yon have been fo much amuſed.” 


—— net Wu ironical tons which hurt 
me. 

"00 The We ie ee me * 
time; but I ſhall never be fond of maſquerades. 


No reply was made to this, and the converſa- 


tion became general. After we had ſupped, I 


aſked who was inclined” to go home; for 4 


felt myſelf fatigued. 
. | + 645%: eee you pleaſe; (aid Sir 


agreeable party yet awhile.” 

ad Then 1-will ſuy for-you-?" 

. «© By no means; pray go home it you like it,” 
1 ſhall not like to go witholit uu... 
% Do; as you wall ; (cried he carelefsly), but 
come, my lonely Signior, let us make — 
the rooms. 4 * # 
| Heroſ and ook Mrs. Snake bod, 03:4 
Take e eee FO 


a bs 4 * N | 4 + - 20 . 


* 


6 

« Not I indeed; (anſwered the Spaniſh Lady), 
1 RU Bn ſhe's 
empreſs here s?7 Duran 

Anid off they walked. ©: 
. « Really, ſaid Lord e 1 2 | 
addreſſing himſelf to Lady Bell, you could not 
have choſen a more unfortunate character: you 
are univerſally ſnunned and diſregarded; even tho 
demure Quaker paid no attention to your admoni- 
tions. What will you do with yourſelf?” 

Ee en abide by my firſt choice, (anſwered ſhe), 
if Ann Lovely will once more receive me into 
favour. 
Stege a6 istd n aches Theld by 
Lady Lloyd's, and we ſauntered about the rooms; 
ſometimes chatting with thoſe we knew, and at 
other times enduring a thouſand impertinencies. - 
1 looked for the friendly Turk, but neither ſaw | 
him nor the white domino more. At five-o'clock - 
our party aſſembled to go home; and Lady Lloyd 
had the goodneſs not to leave me till ſhe ſaw I Was 
| ſafe in my own carriage. Lord Richmore eſ- 
corted Lady Bell, and Mrs. Burnett went with 
Sir Arthur and me; I was ſet down in Berkeley- 
ſquare, and he attended her home to Stanhope- 
ſtreet. On his eum, en 
but little... | | 
66 You ken tired,” lad L. 
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7 HE if 88 ) 
4 Yes (wplicd he), I thall be gad * 


- * 


B won xeadpeber, BI | 
' JT could not reſt, —The ſcenes I lud zuſt gone 


| through! gave birth to painful ideas ; and at nine 


eee Sir Ar- 
thur ſlept till twelve. At breakfaſt I tried to be 
cliearful, made ſome trifling obſervations on the 
laſt night's entertainment, and aſked my huſband a 
few queſtions. He looked extremely grave, and 
1 | 
% Pray, Harriet, who was the which dents" 
Har fodeeply engroſſed your attention? 
Il felt myſelf bluſh without knowing why. 
e ee eee ee ee 11 
20 Ir is rather extraordinary you ſhould give 2 
much of your company to ranger.” 1 
„ Indeed, my dear, he was not b hatfink 
r and Lady Bell does not adhere to truth, for 
neee bee never mentioned her intention 
of walking. 
* She ſays the did, and told you fo before me 
——— ene 
e deen Lend Richroore was anne 
After the uſual enquiries, he afked- Sir Arthur if 
he was inclined for a ride to Richmond? he-faid 
yes, and went out of the room to give ſome orders 


| 


—Lord Richmore approached me, 19; Ups £8 


54 »--. ; « Ah, 


. oy 
Ah, Madam, what a happy fellow is Stanley, 
in enjoying ſo large a portion of your Ladyſhip's 
eſteery I am told he was concealed under the 
white domino laſt night, and converſed with you 
tete-d-tete for a conſiderable time—no doubt ou 
knew him—be not alarmed—for, however I envy 
him, J have too much honour to make ſuch a diſs 
covery to Sir Arthur,”  : | 32 
4 Your Lordſhip isextremely welcome to make 
what diſcoveries you pleaſe. .' I have no ſecrets, 
and conſequently wiſh for no concealments. If 
the maſk was Sir Edward Stanley, I knew it not; 


neither do I believe it; — however, be that as it 


may, tis a matter of perfe& indifference to me, 
and I think ought to bs ſo to your Lordſhip.” 

« Can any thing in which Lady Williams is 
concerned, be indifferent to me? I know ſhe is in- 
jured ; but ſo anxious am I for her happineſs, 
that I cannot wound it by unwelcome intelligence. 
No, I wilF be ſilent, though my heart-ſtrings_ 
burſt—if I cannot obtain your eſteem, n 
ſhall prove that I deſerve it.” | 
Sir Arthur's yetwm-put. an end 10-this diſcourſe, 

and the gentlemen went out together. ue 
What could Richmore mean by his, myſterious 
ſpeech? I cannot believe that white domino was 
Sir Edward—behaviour ſo oppoſite to the whole 

tenor of his conduct, aſſures me it was not but 


— 


| ona Ns ap Op AG ADs ayes 


5 deftmuRive city where diſſipation and vice aſſume 
the appearance of faſhion and gallantry, and where 


(90) 


hd, aſſume his name ?—T wou 
give worlds to know !— The Turk faid he was 
quainted with the perſon of the gentleman in che 
domino; and as the Turk appeared to be a friend 


7 
o - 


"Suck is the . 
1 wil frankly own, that there ſeems a ſomething 
on Sir Arthut's mind, which will, I fear, when-_ 
ever it is divulged, ſhake! the foundation of that 


_ Happineſs Tonce thought permanent. 


Would to Heaven we had never dd ts 


O, my dear parent, when ſhall I return to your 
arms, and in your boſom repoſe all my forrows ? 


I cannot impart them to Mrs. Morley; the al- 
ready thinks too ill of Sir Arthur; beſides, to 


throw a gloom over her preſent happineſs would be 


| d pa nne nun? 


mind. 
. ore! May e happineſs await 


ary a 
StR. B. een eee e 


eee Lady Lined; wils- 


5 —W an Hottars- 


ten at Sir Edward Stanley's deſire. Welcome, 


tain! 


| mn 9 


tain! and moſt heartily do I congratulate you, my 
dear Iſabella, on the proſpect of recovering a ſiſter 
from that vortex of diſſipation into which ſhe has 
been betrayed—ſoon may you fold her to your af- 
fectionate breaſt l and ſoon may I ſhare with you 
the pleaſing taſk of reconciling rity beloved Emma 
to herſelf! | „ by! av TART 

Methinks ] have atthis inſtant forgot every ſor- 
row !—methinks 1 can once more ſay, I am 


Lf 
r. bag on 
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| Ire your packs 1 
can ſay nothing reſpecting their contents, for 


muy mind is wholly occupied by the moſt important 


of all concerns—life, death, and the welfare of my 
; ſaul. But let me haſten to explain myſelf. 

| I was to have gone to the Maſquerade laſt night, 

in Lady Lloyd's party, but, on hearing that Lady 

Williams had joined it, I changed my purpoſe— 

the Lloyds knew my reaſon, and deſcribed to me 


weir on drefles, and thoſe of the whole ſet ; de- 


firing, if I ſtill went, that I would fometimes chat 
with them, which I might eaſily do without being 
I drefſed myſelf in the habit of a Turk, 
and had ſcarcely entered the Pantheon before 1 
perceived Richmore, in a blue domino, paying 
great attention to Lady Williams.,—I dpoke to 
her once, and then kept aloof, to make my obſer- 
- vations, ——The rooms were very full—a crowd 
ſeparated the party, and I loſt fight of them all.— 


I as then accoſted by a figure of Time; and, 


while we were converſing together, I ſaw Rich- 
. more pals very laſtly; I followed him to a private 
| room, 
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room, where a perſon attended in a white domins,/ 


and they inſtantly changed drefſes. —Richmore xe; 
turned into the crowd .I loſt him for near half an 
hour, but at length; to my extreme ſurprize, I ſaw 
him ſitting tete-ã- lie with Lady Williams.—L 


could not believe ſhe was conſcious ot his change 


of dreſs; neither could I think ſhe would quietly 


reſign herſelf up to the company of a ſtranger. 
I drew near, and ſpoke to her he anſwered very 
impertinently—ſhe ſaid ſhe had loſt her friends, and 
entreated my aſſiſtance in finding them; ſhe added, 


that the white domino was a ſtranger to her. 


He interrupted with great warmth—high words 


paſſed hen ſhe, terrified, caught hold of his arm, 
crying, Pray, Sir Edward, be paciſied, and we 


will go all together.” ——< Sir Edward! (exclaim- 
ed I)—you. ſaid, Madam, that gentleman was 2 


ſions to be called Sir Edward; therefore tis plain 
you don't know him. Upon this the domino 
flew into a violent rage ; numbers of people ga- 
thered round us, ahd, fortunately, amongſt - the 
crowd, came the Lloyds.—Such was Lady Wil- 
liams's joy on diſcovering them, that I thought ſhe 
would have fainted ; and, whilſt my attention was 
rivetted to her, the white domino flipped off unob- 


ſerred.— I took the liberty of aſking Lady Wil- 
lams, (in my aſfumed character) why ſhe called 


ſtranger to you; and I can aver he has no preten- 


FV 
the white domino Sir Edward; and Whether he hr 
called himſelf o. She appeared embaraſſed} and, 
after Forne heft tation, repfie he had giveiy her w 
derſta! that was his title. This convinced me 
chat ſome plot was to have been carried on under 
my name, which I am' confident the- villain af- 
_ famed, and I refolved to come to an explanation 
with him. I now quitted Lady Williams, and 
met Richmore, in his blue domino, with Lady 
Bell Revitle, whom T ſuſpe& to have been in the 
plot. avoided them, and was induced, by cu- 
Hioſity, to ſearch for Sir Arthur and Mrs. Burnett, 
who had diſappeared” ſoon after their entrance; at 
laſt I found them. Ah, Bleville, poor Williams 

is fallen into the ſnares of an abandoned woman !— 
Great pains muſt have been taken to ſubdue a mind 
like his, to vice, and bitter will be his repentance! 
I was ſo much diſturbed by the diſcoveries 1 
had made, that T left the Pantheon, and went 
home, though not to reſt. A variety of painful 
ideas obtruded on my mind—1 ſaw the happineſs 
of the moſt amiable waman exiſting in danger of 
being deftroyed for ever. — Williams had 
lately Toft conſiderable ſums at Brookes's; and 
now I found that the affeQion he owed his charm- 
ing wife, was transferred to a worthleſs obje&t.—l 
pittied his infatuation, at the ſame time that] execrat- 


ed his 5 baſe beament of Lady Willams 3 but wy 
reſentment 


E P Nee 


1 | 


OED was 


added, that I knew he introduced himſelf to Lady 
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reſentment chiefly fell on Bier aun | 
he was the cauſe of all—he wiſhed to ruin the huſ- 
band and debauch the wife—Venial crimes. in the 
catalogue of a man of faſhion's vices! But I re- 
folved to ſuffer death myſelf, or unmaſk his vil- 
lainy. This morning I have made my will, ſet- 

fled all my worldly affairs, and written Williams's . 
letter (to be delivered if I die) explaining every cir- 
cumſtance relative to his wife, which had paſſed 
at the maſquerade, and calling back his attention 
to thoſe happy days, when, bleſſed with love and 
friendſhip, he was the moſt enviable of mankind, 
I have conjured him to forſake his prefent miſe. 


_ chievous purſuits, and do juſtice to hisamiable part= 


ner. I have likewiſe told him, that, knowing his 
affairs to be deranged, I have made him my joint 
heir with you, dear Bleville; for I have no rela- 
tions, and, therefore, to thoſe who are, and to 
thoſe who once were deareſt to me, een 
to bequeath my eſtate. 


This morning, alſo, I wrote to n and, 
Aut declaring myſelf the perſon who, under the 


habit of a Turk, affronted him at the maſquerade, 


Williams as Sir Edward Stanley; that I therefore 

charged him with. being an impoſtor and a villain, 

and expected he would either aſk my pardon for 
| * 4 V4 WWE. . s RE , ” 


N | 
at ſores of hack in Hyde. Pak. £53 uf! 
About ah hour ſince I received the following 
r 
| en e wi vil not fail to attend Sir Ed- 
10 ward Stanley's ſummons, and return, with intereſt, 
1 the infamous appellations beſtowed upon him.” ” 
Thus, dear Bleville is the buſineſs ſettled ; yet 
- aebodydeteſts duelling, as a practice, more than 
Ido; but ſome offences ate of ſuch an atrocious 
nature, that a man of honour has only one courſe 
d take. Richmore, by baſe and indirect methods, 
bas corrupted the principles of my friend; ruined 
me in his eſteem; deprived me of ſocial happineſs, 
and endeavoured to ſeduce the beſt and lovelieſt of 
women: nay, to crown all, he has aſſumed my 
tame, t0 anſwer, no doubt, ſome infamous pur- 
+ poſe; and render me, in appearance, as deſpicable 
as himſelf, e 


for reparation, 
Think not, Bleville, that I have raſhly hw a 


| Rep bo. repugnant (0 my principles. —No I have 

| | xepeatedly conſidered whether there was any other 
a Sn "bat Ten 
nr e 2x falſe Griemd, 
JA 

de name of gallantry, and the ſanction of faſhion, 
. | ſcruples 
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coke not to commit crimes which ought to ren- 
der him amenable to public juſtice; from ſuch 2 
man how can I expect raparation but in the 
way I have ſought if? —If he falls, I hall inſtantly | 


ſurrender myſelf up to the laws of my country; : 


and if I fall; I ſhall leave no wife, no parent, no 
brother to lament my loſs—but I ſhall leave friends 

who will clear my memory from every imputation. 
And yet I feel 'a monitor within, who calls me 
moſt ſeverely to account for daring to aſſume the 


divine prerogative, and take upon myſelf to puniſh +. .. 
dis villain.—But all is ſettled now; and, as 1 


cannot retract, - repentance would be vain.” 


A few words more, dear Bleville, and I bid you 


farewell, perhaps for ever If Lady Oldham 
returns to England, by all means accompany her.— 

1 am perſuaded you Giſtruſt your own ability to 
conquer your paſſſon more than you ought, —L 
know, by experience; that the taſk, tho” difficult, 


Williams, but ſhe was a wife l—and that ſacred 
name operated with me as a taliſman, to guard her 


from every improper addreſs. I love her ſtill, bunt 


TI love her as my ſiſter. Mrs. Melcombe is now, 


you know, Mrs. Morley; ſhe will ſoon leave Lady 


Bleville, whoſe growing infirmities demand 


kind attention. Come then, my friend, to atender 5 


mother, who continually 5 2. * preſence, 
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may be performed. could have doated on Lady 


bas corrupted the principles of my friend; ruined 
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his infolence and duplicity; canis 
or meet me 

m ſeven o'clock in Hyde- Pax. 
Tn hes received be following 


8 Wen ene leo eng Sir Ed- 


de Gammons; tereſt, 
. —— 
ONS Bleville is the buſmeſs ſettled ; = 
: duelling, as a practice, more than 
do; but ſome offences are of ſuch an atrocious 
2 that a man of honour has only one courſe 
e. Richmore, by baſe and indirect methods 


2 3. deprived me of ſocial happineſs, 
e rh gs ener 
3 nay, to crown all, he has aſſumed m 
"= x Ya pho Lan 
as himſelf. eee ll 
— 20 which call aloud 
— —— taken a 
repugnant to my principles. —No; I have 
| . y conſidered whether there vas any other 
nn but I 
| End none £1 
1 a gambler, a falſe friend, a 
= 4 every virtuous ſentiment, who, under 
m gallantry, and the ſanction of faſhion, 
| 1 
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fond not to commit crimes which ought to ren- 
der him amenable to public juſtice ; from ſuch 2 
man how can I expect raparation but in the 
way I have ſought if? —If he falls, I ſhall inſtantly 
ſurrender myſelf up to the laws of my country; 
and if J fall, I ſhall leave no wife, no parent, no 

brother to lament my loſs—but I ſhall leave friends 
who will clear my memory from every imputation. 
And yet I feel 'a monitor within, who calls me 
moſt ſeverely to account for daring to aſſume the 


divine prerogative, and take upon myſelf to puniſh +. .. 


this villain. But all is ſettled now; and, as 1 
cannot retract, repentance would be vain. . 
A few words more, dear Bleville, and I bid you 
farewell, perhaps for ever. If Lady Oldham 
returns to England, by all means accompany her.— _ 
I am perſuaded you diſtruſt your own ability to 
conquer your paſſion more than you ought.—L 
know, by experience; that the taſk, tho' difficult, 
may be performed. could have doated on Lady 
Williams, but ſhe was a wife l—and that ſacred 
name operated with me as a taliſman, to guard her 


from every improper addreſs. I love her ſtill, but 


I love her as my fiſter: Mrs. Melcombe is nor, 
you know, Mrs. Morley; the will ſoon ute 
Bleville, whoſe growing infirmities demand 


mean who continually * oe , Jour FIN 


—— 


kind attention. Come then, my friend, to a tender 5 


(9) | 


eee eee happineſs pr- 
yents her from ſoliciting your return. | 
And now, dear Bleville, adieu believe me 


Your faithful and affectionate friend, 
3 EDWARD STANLEY, 


P. S. 1 cannot, for your ſake, ſend this Hane 
till the awful buſineſs of to-morrow is determined. 
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1 Eowazw STANLEY IN 7 ConTINUATION. 


ee 
Ir once mare given me to addreſs you; „ 
moſt grateful am I to the Supreme Diſpoſer of 
events, not only for deigning to protect my life, 
but for having bleſſed my —_— . time to 
repent, and atone for his villainy, 
Let me now endeavour to relate the incidents of 
this day, —At ſeven in the morning, Colonel 
Sawyer accompanied me to Hyde-Park, and in 
leſs than five minutes we were joined by Richmore 


and Major Everfelt. I addreſſed the former. . I 
«« Is your Lordſhip inclined to make the con- 


ceſſions I expect, and explain your motives for x 


changing your own dreſs at the maſquerade, and 


then aſſuming my name? | 
« And what's the mighty penalty if T ami not 
ſo inclined?” "Interrupted he, _ an air of 
contempt. . 85 
« My ſword, in that caſe, ſhall force you K to 
do by Juſtice.” _ 
« Come on then (cried * more words are 
uſeleſs.“ ' 
Our ſeconds now produced ſwords 111 N ; 
1 deſired he gyould take his choice. Twas in- 
N different ere and Everfelt, after A 
„ en 
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fe private words, propoſed piſtols, and we both 
acquieſced, They meaſured the ground—we took 
our reſpective ſtands, and I inſiſted on his firing 
firſt—he did ſo, and the ball grazed my ſhoulder. 
I returned the fire, and he fell; my ball had enter- 
-ed one ſide of his belly, and lodged there. We in- 
ſtantly conveyed him to his houſe in Groſvenor- 
ſtreet, and a ſurgeon was ſent for; but before 
Richmore would ſuffer his wound to be examined, 
be ſaid, © Whether I live or die, let all who are 

: preſent bear witneſs, that I entirely exculpate Sir 
mmm; ; he has behaved like a man of ho- 
nour. ! was affected the ſurgeon extracted 
che dall and dreſſed the wound. J could not en- 
dure ta be preſent at the operation, but went into 
-another room till all was over. © On my return he 
had juſt recovered from a fainting fit, and the ſur- 
185M deſired he might be kept quiet] offered 

to give bail for my appearance, if neceſſary ; and, 
calling the ſurgeon aſide, requeſted to know his 
genuine opinion of his patient, I do not think 
the wound mortal (replied he) as none of the noble 
Parts appear to be much injured ; but tis impoſſi- 
ble to ſpeak with certainty, till we ſee 8 
. any conſiderable degree of fever takes place. 
1 thanked him for his information; and, en 
13 Richmore, . I have reaſon to "OY (faid I) your 
He will recover; ; he with _ PR” 


(bn! | 


thall frequently call to enquire how you go an 
Whenever you pleaſe” —(he ſpoke with pain. 
It was ſome hours before Sawyer and I left him. 
We agreed with Everfelt to keep the affair ſecret, 
if poſſible. ' I forgot to meniion that the ſurgeon 
_ dreſſed my ſhoulder, and the wound is very triſling. 
I ſhall ſend this and my preceding letter toge- 
ther, and will certainly let you know how matters 
go on, as iy am ſure you Will be anxious to hear,” 


owa STANLEY. 


% 
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Lady WIIIIAUus ro Miss Moxracuz. 


Berkel: pure, — Merviags 


© of Secrets of marriage ſtill are ſacred held, 
v The ſweets and-bitters by the wiſe 'conceaÞd.” 


8 ſays the firſt of Engliſh poets ; and 1 fear I 
ſhall i incur cenſure for revealing my preſent 
diſtreſſes, even to you, Iſabella ; yet I mean not to 

/ caſt the lighteſt reflection on my huſband no, 

I am convinced that ſome baſe incendiary wrongs 
him, and wiſhes to make me wretched, —How 

weak, how. blameable- then am T, in giving way 

to ſorrow ;—but my ſpirits are gone, and what 

ought only to have excited my ee has al- 

moſt broken my heart. 

This morning, early, came a letter by the 
penny-poſt, directed to me. I was unacquainted 
with the hand, and broke the ſeal in a kind of tre- 

mor ;—theſe were the horrid contents: 

« A friend to the amiable Lady Williams thinks 

it right to inform her of ſome diſagreeable circum- 

ſtances, that ſhe may be enabled the better to 
guard againſt thoſe painful conſequences which 
muſt enſue. Sir Arthur Williams has not only 

| Joſt at play the ready money his father left him 

(which was upwards of twenty thoyſand pounds 

. | but 
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but likewiſe mortgaged all his eſtates which were 
not ſettled : and, to add to the infamy of his con- 
duct, he has preſented Mrs, Burnett with jewels 
to the amount of five thouſand guineas. The lady 
beſt knows what recompence ſhe made for ſuch a 
donation, but report ſays it was 'ot the tendereſt 


kind. 

A woman of ſpirit otight not to "brook fuck 
inſults; and the world will applaud Lady Williams 

for 8 the ſcandalous behaviour of a huſband, 
who has broken every tie which ſhould have bound 
him for ever to the moſt deſerving of her ſex.” 
Think, Iſabella, what I-muſt have felt on pe- 
ruſing this letter !—it almoſt bereaved me of my 


ſenſes. The deprivation of fortune J conſidered - 


as a trifle compared with the loſs of my huſband's 


regard. But it cannot be—his regard I am ſure I 
poſſeſs ; his pecuniary affairs too probably are de- 


ranged; and from thence, no doubt, proceeds the 
melancholy which overcaſts his brow.— Oh! if the 


loſſes at play, mentioned in this anonymous ſcroll 
alone diſturb him, it ſhall be my care to baniſh 
ſorrow from his boſom We till abound in 
Fortune's goods ; and if he will but quit London, 


and retire to the peaceful ſhades of Meredith-hall, 


we yet may taſte of happineſs. _ 
he information reſpecting Mrs. Burnett exact- 
y agrees with the. hint I received at the maſque- 


| 
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_ here to inform methat Sir Edvard Stanley fought 
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; Th but 8 2 fiend wound m with ſuch 


heart-rending intelligence No from an enemy 
it muſt proceed—and an enemy's. afſertions _ ought 


not be credited, 


1 think my heart ſcems | lightened ſince I began 


writing to you—griefs ate certainly leſſened by 


participation and perhaps I have been too eaſily 


alarmed. Would to Heaven 1 could perſuade Sir 


Arthur to leave this dangerous town !—few to me 
have been its-boaſted pleaſures. Here the men in- 
Cult you with impertinent declarations of love—and 
the women pretend violent friendſhips, even at firſt 


| ſight, whilſt they ridicule and condemn you in the 


next houſe they enter. Dreſs, ſcandal, politics, 
the Siddons, and the Jordan, are the only topics of 


converſation; and if, when tired of ſuch diſcourſe, 
you fly to the card- table, there you ſee the moſt 


lovely features diſtorted by paſſion and envy on the 
one tide; and animated with barbarous triumph 


on the 'other ;—There you may contemplate the 
wile and mother laviſhing away the fortune of her 
| huſband and children, deſtroying her own health 
and ruining her temper, while ſhe is driven to the 
. meaneſt expedients in order to diſcharge the debts. 


— 


„ 2 „„ 


ſhe incurs at play. 
wy am «Mod diſtracted my aunt has juſt been 


this 
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n a duel with Lord Richmore, who i 


dangerouſly wounded; the cauſe, à quarrel at th 

maſquerade relative to. a lady, habited like a Qua 

ker. Colonel Morley received this intelligence 
about two hours ſince, at a gentleman's houſe op- 
polite to Lord Richmore's ; and my aunt* hurried 
to me, leſt I ſhould hear it in company and be too 
much alarmed. Alarmed F am indeed !—What 
will Sir Arthur ſay ?—how will all his ſuſpicions 
of Sir Edward Stanley be confirmed !—and ſhould 
Richmore loſe his life owihg to me, (for who elſe 
can they mean by the Quaker ?) how wretched 


would be my reflections ever after Heaven grant 


he may recover !—he is ill · prepared to die. 


expect Sir Arthur home every minute to dreſs 


for the opera, whither he is engaged this evening. 
He is come I tremble all oy er, and 9 
dread to ſee him. 
eee eee 
Widueſdey evenng. 
My huſband is gone to dine at the Thatched- 
houſe, and from thence means to adjourn to the 


opera, I know not what to think—he came into . 


my dreſſing-room ; 
« Alone, my dear (boli nobody” dine with 


you ? Have you no engagement for the evening * 


was in extreme agitation. 
1 No; [ un nor very well.” 


F F.: > « "Jade. 
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*** 
Indeed you do not ſeem well yon tremble, 
and are as cold as death.— Pray fend for Warren 
let Thomas fetch him this inſtant— will ſtay 
with you'll put off my engagement.“ - 
His tenderneſs affected me, and I burſt into 
« Heavens! my dear creature, what is the 
matter? He rofe haſtily to ring the bell—I caught 

his hand. 
Do not frighten yourſelf, Sir Arthur; I am | 
only a little nervous] ſhall be better iter dinner 
the thick air of London affects my ſpirits—but 
indeed I require no phyſician ; — I muſt inſiſt on 
your keeping your engagement. 
« Pardon me; if your ſpirits - are bad, you 
ought not to be alone.“ 
Keally, (replied I) you will diſtreſs me + if you 
ſtay. Do not let it be ſaid, the vapouriflr wite 
kept her huſband at home, and would not ſuffer 
him to fulfil his engagement: but to be ſerious— 
1 ſhall amuſe myſelf by writing to Miſs Mon- 
1 And do you wiſn me to go? 
% Indeed I do. 1 have no doubt ef bg 
better,” 
He looked earneſtly at me; what were his 
thoughts I know not; but kiſſing my hand, he 


# 


= . e e e, and then went out. If chere is 


any 
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any truth in the report of the duel, he muſt, I 
think, hear it this evening. 

I am very indifferent, and will therefore poſt- 
pone an my letter till to- morro wp. 

| * * 1 * #%, 
Thurſday morning. 
I went early to bed laſt night, but not to ſleep— 
cruel fancy kept me waking, and conjured up a 
thouſand horrid ideas to torment me. 

About one Sir Arthur came home, and enquired | 
with great tenderneſs after. my health, I aſſured 
him I was better; he then mentioned ſeveral little 
incidents which had occurred in the courſe of the 
evening, and ſaid he wondered what was become 
of Richmore, for that he had engaged himſelf to 

dine at the Thatched-houſe, and never came; nei- 
ther did he go to the opera. A. propos, my dear, 
continued Sir Arthur, Mrs. Burnett told me this 
evening, ſhe intends to dine with you to-morrow * 
if you are diſengaged.” I ſtifled a ſigh when. [ 
ſaid, „I ſhould be happy to ſee her.” Ah, my 
friend, what a tax on lincerity is the . 
current in the world! 

Tis evident my huſband has yet heard akin 
of the duel; and I Wann 
falſe one. 

3 „ „ „% 


Sir Arthur i is gone out to invite Lady Bell, and 
F 6 ſome 


Cited) 3 5 


; « more company, to meet Mes. Burnett to-day 
i —why will the laſt mentioned lady mortify herſelf 
by giving up lo much time to my dale 5 
* *  -—- 
1 am ratified to death—a ſervant of Lond Rick. 
mores has juſt been here to ſay, his maſter is ex- 
tremely il, and deſires to fee my huſband imme- 
diately—1 have ſent the man in queſt of him. — 
Judge of my diſtreſs! Alas, I am little capable of 
entertaining the odious Mrs. Burnett! Vexatious 
it wants an hour to dinner, goers Bell is come 


FEES, \ 
ot PU APY _ Thurſday evening, nine 5 'lech. 
> "Thank Heateg, I am once more rr 1 
e with apprehenſions. e 
I I went to receive Lady Bell! 
_« Your ſervant, my dear; I am an early viſitor 
—mercy . on us! what is the matter? why = 
look the picture of death and deſpair.” 
= 4 1 was not well yeſterday, and lept but little 
_ kf night. London diſagrees with me—1 am not 
ſo good a rake as your ladyſhip.” _ 2 
Indeed, I have not patience with you for 
5 ſhutting yourſelf up, and declining all the invita-- 
tions of your friends, becauſe you are not a good 
rake ſorſooth tis mere fancy—and i if I were Sir 
: Arthur, I would throw all your books into the 
5 5 33 fire 


rere 
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fire—plodding over them is a great deal wotſe ſor 
the health than late hours: beſides, let me give you 
one hint Lady Williams; the world is ſpiteful, 
and will not believe a beautiful young woman can 
be ſo very wiſe as to prefer retirement to thoſe plea- 
ſures for which thouſands ſigh in vain, unleſs ſhe 
has ſome amuſement at home more ſeducing than 
muſty books,” 5 
„1 rd ink 

ſhip's hint; it may be kindly intended, but you 
muſt explain yourſelf more fully before I can be 
ſenſible of the obligation. I have ever lived to my 
own heart, and while Sir Arthur approves my 
conduct, who has a right to condemn 1 

«You are piqued I beg your pardon; I ſpoke 
from good will, therefore let us be friends again. 
The entrance of Lord Claymer and Mr. Jones 


put an end to this diſcourſe; but I could ſcarcely 


recover myſelf enough to receive them with civility, 
ſo much had this impeninent woman hurt N 
her vile hint. 

O, my dear girl, eee 1 . 1 
have ſeen of the world, that we have more to fear 
from the improper advice and dangerous examples 
of our own ſex, than from all the baſe deſigns of the 
other. Ho careful then ought young women to 

be, reſpecting the intimacies they adopt 
: © But to reſume my narrative, | The arrival of 
EP Mrs. 


—— 


now am, ) prevents me from joining your party.” 


(mo 5 


Mrs. Burnett dreſſed moſt elegantly and covend 
with a profuſion of jewels, engroſſed the attention 
of the company, and many compliments were paid 


me. The dinner hour came, but no Sir Arthur, 


which made me very uneaſy : at length, after we 
had waited a conſiderable time, I received the fol- 


lowing note. 


Be ſo good, my Was e 00-2 


friends "ac 9 — An accident 
which has happened to a gentleman (with whom 1 


J read this note aloud, and we immediately 
went to dinner; but I was fo agitated, that I 
could riot do the honours of my able with ay 


_ tolerable eaſe, * 
«+ Bleſs me, (cried Mrs. Burnett), Giga 


what gentleman it is who has met with an acci- 


dent of ſufficient conſequence to detain Sir Ar- 
_ thur; he promiſed to attend us to the play this 


evening, and as I have got a box, I ſhould be 
wan; vexed were I prevented going.” | 
dos anna he amd Modan fas 


- © ſwered Lord Claymer), if an attendant is all you 


want; for I am much at your ſervice.” 
Mr. Jones ſaid the fame. 
„Then that matter is ſettled, (cried Lady 

Bel); — dear Lady Williams, you look 
* TE. triſte, 


(111) | 
lle and eat nothing ; do not frighten yourſelf—-. 


i it is not a female friend that detains your huſ- 
band.” 


% Fond, (exclaimed Jones), now I think of it, 
I heard a flying report this morning that Rich- 
more had been wounded in a duel; perhaps he 
may be the friend Williams is attending.” 5 

« Lord Richmore wounded in a duel! (ctied 
both the ladies at once), For Heaven's ra | 
us why he fought, and with whom.” 


* Indeed I cannot. Frampton had juſt began 


to tell me the ſtory as we were ſitting at White's, 
when he was called, away and I thought no more 
ga | 
Tour Ladyſhip, (faid Mrs. Barnett, turning 
to me, and putting on a ſarcaſtic ſmile), may poſ- 
ſibly give us ſome information. Lord Richmore 
is ſo conſtant a viſitor of your's, that an event of 
ſuch Le ome could not, I 8 be hid | 
from ou. 
A fpecch ſo pointed, encreaſed 22 former di- 
ſteels. | 
6 Really, Madam, atifeieted I, faultering, I 
know nothing more about the truth of this re- 
port than you do; though, from circumſtances, 
I am rather inclined to believe it.” 

Lady Bell coloured, turned pale, and then fat 
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| loſt in thought; but Mrs. Burnett went on with | 
F her ill humoured raillery. 
FPoſitively, Lady Williams, your c concern * 


Lord Richmore has quite taken ava; your appe- 


.tite—but no wonder. 


My concern for Lord Richmore, Madam, 5 
not exceed what J feel for his antagoniſt, who- 


ever he may be. Is it poſſible to hear that one's 
fellow creatures have raſhly hazarded their lives, 


and what is ſtill more dreadful, their ſouls, (owing 
perhaps to ſome frivolous dif] ſpute), withwut feeling 


ſhocked?” 
O, for Heaven' s ſake, no more ff this grave 
fluff !—if men will fight, why they muſt take the 


conſequence. - We ſhall ſoon hear all ny. it, I 


5 dare lay.” 


The gentlemen 1 the di ſcourſe—coffee 
was brought in, and a motion made for adjourning 


to the play. I declined going, and ſaid I was 
| determined to wait at home Tor Sir Acthur's re- 
7 28 Upon my word, an amazingly dutiful 1 5 x 

© (cried Mrs. Burnett with a haughty toſs of her 
head); but I am ſure Sir Arthur will remember 
huis engagement with me, and come to Drury- 


lane before he goes home; ſo your Ladyſhip 


would in all Deny meet him by) young my 
party. 


” - 


« Lady 


EE: 24 


* Lady Williams 8 company would add much 
to our pleaſure, (ſaid Lord Claymer), but we 
_ ought not to deſire it, as ſhe has ſo good an ; 
for remaining here.” 

% Well then, dear Madam, (oe Lady Ball; 
a good evening to you.” 

« Do not indulge melancholy, (reſurned Mrs. 
Burnett), duels now-a-days are ſeldom very fatal 

in their conſequences.”  _. - 

I took no notice of ä 
and they all went away to my great comſort. 
Mrs. Burnett really looked beautiful, but there 
was an arrogance and an air of triumph about her, e 
which hurt me extremely. As to Lady Bell, 
from the moment ſhe heard of Lord 'Richmoze's 
being dangerouſly wounded, all her gaiety fled; 
but in general her behaviour to me is unaccounta- 
ble: before witneſſes ſhe inſinuates that I am par. 
tial to Lord Richmore; and when we are alone, 
accuſes me of treating him with ann. 

and cruelty. | 

O, Iſabella, I have ated wrong in ſuffering 
myſelf to be upon what is called, a friendly foot- 
ing, with theſe women! I remember our dear 
Emma uſed to blame the exceſſive eaſineſs of my 
temper, which always has induced me to ſubmit. 
my own judgment to the opinion of others, 
Had I, on my firſt acquaintance with Lady Bell 


( 114 ) 

ind Mrs. Burnett, been peremptory in declining 
their intimacy, Sir Arthur, I dare fay, would not 
have forced them upon me. 

I am now waiting with extreme anxiety for his 
retutn. I have little doubt as to the truth of the 
duel; but how far I may be intereſted in it 1 
know not—to be dragged into public notice as the 
cauſe of ſuch a thing, would diſtreſs me beyond 
meaſure, _ | 
. « Uſeful, not ſhining,” ever was my favourite 
motto; and a retired life my ardent wiſh but we 
are not permitted to be our own carvertrs. 

My paper is full; I ſhall therefore ſend this to 
th poſt; and, if poſſible, write again to-morrow. 

: Believe me, ever yours, 
_ HarRIET WILLIAMS. 
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Taz EARL OF BLEVILLE To Sis EDwarD 
STANLEY, 

N vr. 85 
— tn att had I not lately, 
received a letter from my mother, to acquaint me 
with Morley's nuptials, in which ſhe mentions 
that you and the Williams's are all well. " 

I frequently viſit Lady Oldham, who is now 

ſituated in a very reſpectable family; but her 
ſpirits are ſtill extremely low. I have often ob- 
ſerved, that over-lively people, when croſſed in a 
favourite purſuit, or mortified by any unexpected 


event which runs counter to their wiſhes, are leſs 


able to ſupport diſappointment,. and ſink into 


greater dejection, than more tranquillized ſpirits.” * 


Poor Lady Oldham, indeed, can neither look 
back without ſelf-regroach, nor forward with any | 
hope of happineſs. At her requeſt I have com- 
miſſioned a friend in Paris to make inquiries rela- 
tive to Sir George. She wiſhes for a formal ſe- 
paration from him, and ſays ſhe can no other way 
expect to enjoy peace, What a change of ſenti- 
ments! but a few ſhort months are paſſed ſince 


violent love induced her to fly in the face of a 


worthy parent, — 8 
| a2 beloved 
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| beloved friend, and in defiance of delicacy, run 
away” with this very-man from whom. ſhe now 
wiſhes to be ſeparated for ever |/—Raſh inconſiſtent 
girl !—but I pity her, though I fear her preſent 
vexation and deſpondency ariſe more from mortified 
pride, than from repentance of her.errours, She 

daily expects her ſiſter s anſwer, and is in agonies 

| beſt the contents ſhould be unpleaſant. A 

I have juſt had a letter from my worthy ſteward 
4 who ſays, he wants no addition to his 
happineſs but my company; and I certainly will 
eee emen 


"Tam mt fry Le, oe. a 
2*ͤ·„*„7ç 
I ſound my fair countrywoman aimoſt drowned 
HHS rhe Pi . 
„ See, my Lord, (cried ſhe on my entrance, 
holding out a letter,) ſee how kindly | Iſabella 
writes :—ſuperior in every reſpect is ſhe to that 
ſiſter who once was held up to her as an example.” 
I read the letter; it was indeed a kind one. 
Come, deareſt Emma, ſays the amiable Mis 
Montague, come to the arms of a ſiſter who has 
long bewailed your abſence, and enjoy the moiety 


ol our excellent parent's fortune, which I ever in- 


tended to reſerve for you. Look forward to days 
and years of happineſs, and let every paſt occurrence 
„ Ko” "; Fo 


* 


Tm 9) 

be forgotten. Let us meet, my beloved Emma, 
like friends whom accident has ſeparated for a 
time, like friends who are inexpreſlibly dear to each 
other, uid weld; hagpioals, henorforth, cannot be 
divided. 

10 Wel, my Lord, faid Lady Oldham, woke 
had run over the letter, do you not pity. the poor 
humbled Emma, who now feels the kindneſs of 


ber friends as the moſt painful of mortifications ?— - 
| Heavens! how ſhall I ſupport the mild affectionate 
eye of my ſiſter, viewing with: humiliating compaſ- 


ſion the change in my health and ſpirits? and how 


| ſhall I endure the contemptuous looks of my 


+ 


neighbours, nay, perhaps of my very ſervants? 
while every object round me will recall my dear 


_ departed mother to my thoughts. Never, never 


can I return to Glenmore-hall!” . 

She burſt into a violent flood of tears. I 3 
till ſhe was a little compoſed, and then remonſtrated 
againſt her cauſeleſs apprehenſions, and dwelt on 
the joy ſhe would give to Miſs Montague by ac- 


cepting her offers, I added, that ſhe could not fall 


of gaining reſpect and eſteem by reſolutely flying, 
at ſo early an age, from the manſions of gaiety and 
diſſipation, to the calmer pleaſures af a country- 
life. 


MF: I am truly ſenſible of your Lordſhip's good- x; 


nennen 
neither 


| Ta 1180 
Aer 4s: my ſiſter s s affeQion loſt upon n. 
When I wrote to her it was my real deſign to go 
- to England, provided ſhe wiſhed it ; but after re. 
flection has convinced me that the plan would be 
a wrong one; and this truly kind letter only 
ſtrengthens my repugnance to going. In return 
for my ſiſter's affection, I have nothing to offer 
Her but ſorrow and diſgrace. If ſhe is addreſſed 
by a worthy eligible man, the bad conduct of ſo 
near a relation may fill him with doubts and 
apprehenfions—and ſhould ſhe marry, my reſid- 
ing with her would be highly improper. Again, 
if her conſideration for me deterred her from mak- 
ing a good connection, I ſhould never forgive 
myſelf; and when Sir George Oldham learns that 
I am once more poſſeſſed of fortune, may not 
the motives, which I fear principally induced him 
to marry me, prompt him to reviſit England, and 
be troubleſome both me and my friends ?— 
| Heaven forbid that I ſhould ſubject them to his 
inſults! Indeed J am very wretched ; I know | 
unt what courſe to purſue,” And again ſhe wert 
| bitterly. 
| Fold her de <bjeRions heirs: did 


might, I thought, be eaſily obviated ; but thoſe 
with reſpe& to Sir George ſeemed to have more 
weight; and J really ſhould adviſe her, as ſhe 


. W 
tic 


_Table; that the gay coquet is abſolutely intoxi- 


tw) x 
ticles of ſeparation drawn 1 up, and executed hehe 


ſhe went to England. She ſighed.” 
But how can that be done? Who ea I 


employ i in ſuch a buſineſs? 


« 'The. perſon who is accuſtomed to m 

your affairs in London.” " 
« O, my Lord, how you muſt deſpiſe the 
giddy thoughtleſs creature, whoſe errours have 
entailed on herſelf everlaſting remorſe! Good . 
Heaven, cried ſhe, riſing and „ 
ſeyerely indeed am I puniſhed!” 

I endeavoured to ſooth her; and it was at aſt 
determined that ſhe ſhould apply to a barriſter of 
her acquaintance in London, take his opmion, 
and employ him to tranſact the buſineſs of the 
ſeparation as ſoon as my friend at Paris had in- 
formed me whether Sir George was {till there; 
meantime ſhe is to write to Miſs Montague, and 
let her know the reaſons why ſhe delays coming 
to England. She told me ſhe could now with 
convenience remain ſome time longer here, for her 
ſiſter had remitted her bills to the amount of three 


hundred pounds. 
© * 4 * „% 


I have this inſtant received oct 


Sir George Oldham and the Counteſs are inſepa- 
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friend at Paris, Aſtoniſhing !—He writes that 
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 eated-with love, and, doats. on her paramour to 
ſuch a degree, that it ſurprizes the whole town, 
Sir George declares be intends devoting the re. 
mainder of his days to his charming miſtreſs, who 
certainly has it in her power, by her beauty. and 
large income, to make it worth his while; tf 

fore Lady Oldham will, I hope, find no dif- 


. 


a in obtaining a ſeparation. 
J muſt haſten_to her with .this intelligence 


Moſt impatiently do I long to hear from you, dear 
Stanley, as you may perhaps give me information 
r heart is deeply in- 
tereſted. Adieu! 


- 


BLEVILLE. 
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Lady Wirtiaus TO he pon MONTAGUE. 


„e Ade 


* 
- 


Ju HAVE much to tell you, dear Labella—My 
ſpirits have been greatly ng of both by joy 


and ſorrow. 


When I concluded my laſt letter, I was Satay 
expecting the return of Sir Arthur. It was near 
ten before I heard his knock; and when he en- 
tered the room, terror had ſo oppre ſſed my ſpirits 
that I burſt into tears. He flew to me, and em- 


bracing me with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 


„My deareft Harriet (ſaid he) compoſe your- ; 
ſelf; I ſee you are already acquainted with the 
ſhocking buſineſs I came to communicate. 

« Oh, no! tell me all : ; who is killed? and what | 


was the cauſe of the duel?” 


Wy Try to ſettle your ſpirits, my love, and you N rag. 
ſhall know the whole affair. Neither party is 


kill.“ | 
4 Thank Heaven!” e 


« O, Harriet, n & lch 


treaſure as you are! have this day heard a tale 


which fills me with aſtoniſhment and admiration— 


but I ſee your impatience, and will gratify it. 


This morning, when 1 quitted you, I in- 
tended calling upon Richmore; in my way 1 
Vor. II. e G ſtopped 


* hs * 2 5 wy i Wi 4 p 2 "© — ' 
8 — ＋ # . . . * rn: * ; — jd 
- R 4. , K ++ * 08 
> Wh r Ry 8 . - 
r r * * * 
- = = 


( 4 . BY 


ſtopped at Lady Bell Reville's, and aſked her to 
Join your dinner party ; on leaving her, I was met 
by Colonel Sawyer, who preſſed me to turn back, 
and take a cup of chocolate with him at White's; 
thither we went; and while I was looking over 
che papers, came Richmore's man to ſay his maſter 
was extremely ill, and wanted me immediately. — 
1 flew to Groſvenor- ſtreet, and found Richmore 
In bed, and, to all appearance, in a deſperate f. 
tuation. | 

4% My dear friend, (exclaimed I,) how could 
you be ſo unkind as not to ſend for me ſooner? 
le ordered his attendants to withdraw, and 
then addreſſing me in a faint voice.. Ah, Wil 
liams (ſaid he,) I have deeply injured, you and 
others, but now I Pay for al1 am dangerouſly 
wounded.” 

&« You have 3 me, and are wounded |— 
Do you poſſeſs your ſenſes?” 

I do but how long they may be ſpared, "Hens 
yen only knows; therefore liſten in filence. -. 
From the moment when firſt I ſaw Lady Wil. 

liams, I adored her; and, unawed by that modeſty 
ſo conſpicuous in her whole deportment, I took every 
occaſion to infult her with my love, which was 
only encreaſed by her contempt and reſentment.. 
I knew that bad women always. rejoice at bringing 

theys 10 their On ſtandard, J therefore: _ 


% - ; 1 


(m7 ) LE 
out Lady Bell Reville and Mrs. Barnett as proper 


beauty would enable her to fleece of your riches. 


ber friend in Berkeley-ſquare; and artfully per- 


ſuaded you to'inſure them a favourable reception 3 - 
but all their rhetoric proved vain ; Lady Williams's 
reſpect for herſelf, and her elbeem for her happy 

huſband, rendered all our ſchemes abortive; was 


then, dear Williams, I took meaſures to deſtroy 


that eſteem which I mult ever deplore (! what” 
thoſe meaſures were, my beloved Harriet, I will 
tell you another time). Fatigued with talking, he 
grew extremely faint; I called his attendants; and 
it was ſome time before he could go on: at length, | 
getting a little better, he again ordered the ENS f 


to withdraw, and proceeded.” 


„J obſerved, (ſaid he,) that Sir Edward Stanley | 


Vas the ſincereſt of your friends; and that he ſcem- 
ed anxious to guard Lady Williams againſt every” 
ſnare; I therefore wiſhed-to remove him; and ſor 

a G 2 tis 


tools to ſerve- my infamous purpoſe: the former 
had juſt incurred an immenſe debt at play, which 
ſhe was unable to diſcharge without being utterly 

' rained ; this I knew, and preſented her with the 
whole ſum, upon condition that ſhe ſhould co- 
operate with me in endeavouring to undermine the 
virtue of your charming wife, while to Mrs. Bur- 
nett J repreſented you as a pigeon, whom her 


With theſe defigns J introduced Lady Bell and 
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2 Turk, counteracted all my ſchemes. 
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ah _ you he was: an 8 
and ingproperly attached to your wife. Still how 
ever Lady Williams's virtue remained unſhaken.— 
after we got: to the Pantheon I changed my dreſs 
with a double purpoſe; firſt to paſs on Lady Wil- 
liams as Sir Edward Stanley, and by that means - 
learn in what degree of favour he ſtood with her; 
and, in the next place, to entertain her with ſuch 
Find of diſcourſe as might . raiſe her;indignation 

_ againſt Stanley, and poſlibly ſecure to myſelf a 
more favourabje reception. Lady Bell was in my 

ſecret, and we meant to carry our deſigns further, 

ar not, as opportunity offered; but Stanley diſco- 

vered me, (how I am ignorant). in e habitet 


ace 1. 
terday we met and, rejoiced am I to ſay, he re- 
ceived only a flight wound, but my own I believe 
is dangerous; and the conſideration that I ſoon 
may launch into eternity, joined to the manly be- 
haviour of Sir Edward, has induced me to make 
this confeſſion, and rather take ſhame to myſelf, 
than ſuffer virtue * to incur e and 
diſlie. 
He pauſed a moment, _ 4 wringing my 
hand, Go, Williams, (cried he,) go to your an- 
gelic wife, implore her forgiveneſs for your own 
. 4 3 Errors, 


(Tas 


errors, and generouſly plead the cauſe of a guilty 
wretch who has brought ſorrow and reproach on 
Plead for me, 
dear Williams let me obtain her pardon, and I 


the moſt amiable of women! 


ſhall die contented !” | 
I heard him with an” Amin that bereft 


me of ſpeech. ——Gracious Heaven? how have I 


been deceived!—Juſt as I had "recovered: myſcif 


enough to make ſome reply, the ſurgeon came im; 


neceſſity of keeping him quiet; I therefore took 
my leave: but though he has injured me, alas! 


| beyond reparation, I could not quit him without 
being affected Richmore, (cried I,) you have 


my pity and forgiveneſs ; I will call and ſee you 


to-morrow.” The expreſſion of his countenance 


I never ſhall forget; ſhame, ſorrow; and contri- 


tion were painted vn that ba lately ny "beth | 


and affured,  : 

I flew to Stanley's hears. Lads: was out; 
I ſearched for him in | ſeveral pine bab in 
vain; my impatience to make ſome atonement to 

that beſt of friends, is great indeed but, O my 


Harriet! to you I can make no atonement—you 
I have injured n all n of for- 


Ziveneſs.“ 


complained that Richmore had enereaſed his fever 
extremely by talking, and inſiſted on the abſolute 


D 


lous, and ungrateful, believed every thing againſt 
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He preſſed my hand, and turned aſide to con- 
ceal his emotion. I threw my arms round his 
My dear Sir Arthur, not a word more of ac- - 
cuſation or ſelf-reproach—you have been impoſed 
upon, and the vile deceit now falls on the un- 
worthy. author: I am compaſſionate, and pardoa 


him; and may his preſent fu fing teach him to 


forſake his errors! 


4 Ah, my love, (replied Sir Arthur), you know 
not to ho great a degree I am culpable! 


I with not to know—I will hear nothing 


painful for you to relate: tis ſufficient that I a. 
| eee 


« Reſtored! (repeated he eagerly), "you 2 
loſt it—no, never for a moment did I preſume to 


doubt your virtue —not all the wicked artifices that 


have been employed could leffen my confidence in 
vou. I as taught indeed to think that Stanley 


ſought to alienate your affections from me be 
was repreſented as an artful inſinuating fellow, who 


under the appearance of morality, would be more 


. * Jlikely-to ſeduce a woman of your principles, than 


would an avowed libertine ; and I, blind, credu- 


my own conviction, and in ſpite of the many proofs 
I had experienced of his friendſhip, I forbad him 
my bouſe—1 inſulted him in the cruelleſt manner 

þ —— 
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ts may forgive me, I never can forgive 
myſelf—and when ” think * K have d 
the beſt of women 

„ beg, I entreat you to be ſilent on that ſub- 
jet!—I am now happy W hap- 
pier than ever—" 
le claſped me in his arms. 

« O, my Harriet, you are ſuperior to me e - 
way !——once,-indeed, I was not unworthy of your 
good opinion—once I flattered myſelf with the 
delightful idea of promoting your happineſs, and 
thereby enſuring my. own—but the firſt temptation 
dte me aſide I will not pain you, my deareſt life 

with a recital of my errours, would to Heaven . 
oould as eaſily preſerve you from every otherſorrow!”” 
He ſighed bitterly ;—T tried to raiſe his droops 
ing ſpirits, but I could not ſucceed—he'eat no ſup- 
per, and had a dreadfully reſtleſs night:—-when he 
roſe this morning, he looked exceſſively dejected. 
We ſent early to know how Lord Richmore did 
« much the ſame as laſt night, was the anſwer 
SGod grant that the poor wretch may recover ! r 
I: ſhall be extremely miſerable. After breakfaſt, | 


Dir Arthur told me he could not be eaſy till he had 


* ſeen Stanley, and ſhould therefore ſeek him this 
morning. He begged I would deſire my aunt to 
ſpend the day with me; © and Lady Bleville too,“ 
bern he with emotion). This affair will get 

; | 6G 4 abroad 


therefore that you ſhould be the perſon to acquaint 
them with Richmore's confeſſion ;—you, my be- 
loved Harriet, will ſoften matters, and not ſpeak 
with the aſperity it deſerves of your huſband's cre- 
dulity, which has, alas! brought on a train of ills : 
but never let thoſe deteſtable women, Lady Bell 
Kang Burnett, approach you more. 
WA „ Mrs. Burnett does not ſeem to have been. ſo 
culpable as Lady Belle” 
ou are miſtaken, (cried he haſtily), ſhe i is 
deeply culpable—ſhe is the vile enchantreſs by 
whom I have been miſled. —O, Harriet, let me 
tell you all!” _ 
e e en that 
you wiſh I ſhould deny them entrance. I received 
them to oblige you—and to oblige you, T 28 wed 
door againſt them for ever.” 93 452 | 
Hie ſtruck his forchead with his check f, | 
axiom out of the room. Lam extremely uneaſy. 
about him. What he ſaid of Mrs, Burnett needs 
no comment—and ſurely if Richmore eſcapes with - 
life, I ought to rejoice at an event which will, I 
truſt, entirely deſtroy a diſgraceful connexion. . 
Q, Iſabella, who would believe that women of 
rank and education, could be ſo horridly abandon- 
ed as Mrs, Burnett and Lady Bell Reville?. no 


wonder the Tones ſeemed 9 when. ſhe 
heard. 


1 


heard Lord Rickmore was dangerouſly 3 
Conſcience no doubt whiſpered to her, that a dying 
man might very probably N ber infamous 
proceedings, and his own. | 

Adieu, my ſweet girl! eee e 

that the dark cloud which, as 1 told you in a for- 

mer letter, has long been gathering over my head, 
is at length burſt, without doing any fatal miſchief, 
* Richmore's life is ſpared, and my dear huſ- 
d's happineſs re-eſtabliſhed, I ſhall have no- 
4 more to wiſh for, pho gen one. to 
Meredith- hall. 25 


Believe me, dear Ifabella, 
Tour faithful and affectionate friend, 
Haxxizr WILLIAMS. 
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8 things have happened within theſe 

two days—but I ſhall lead to mp 
lar way. 
I told you Richmore's ſurgeon did not, on the 
firſt drefling, think his wound in itſelf dangerous. 
I ſent early next, morning, and heard his night 
had been a reſtleſs one, and that he was juſt then 
dozing ; this determined me to defer viſiting him 
till the afternoon. I called about ſeven; the 
porter told me Sir Arthur Williams was with his 
' maſter, upon which I declined going up ſtairs, 
and returned to Lady Bleville's, where I had 
dined. Sawyer came in, he told me the report 
of the duel was got abroad, and that he had 
already been plagued with a thouſand whys and 
 wherefores. I begged Sawyer to be careful that 
Lady Williams's name was not mentioned. 

4 J am afraid it will, (replied he), for yeſter- 
day's papers noticed the diſpute at the maſquerade 


50 between two gentlemen relative to a fair Quaker. 


This intelligence diſtreſſed me; for ſuch is 
Lady Williams's de cacy, that nothing, I am 


_ ture 
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ſure, would hurt her more than to become the 
topic of general diſcourſe. _ 

Early yeſterday morning f ſent to Groſvenor: 
ſtreet, and heard Richmore continued much the 
ſame I meant to call upon him as ſoon as I had 
breakfaſted; but before my tea was made, the 
door opened, and in ruſhed Williams—I ftarted— 
He caught my hand. | 
Forgive me, dear Stanley !—T bluſh to ſee 
you; but add forgiveneſs to the many proofs I 
have already experienced of your friendſhip—O, 
reſtore me to that place in your eſteem which once 
I had the good fortune to poſſeſs, but which 1 
have too ſuſtly forfeited by my baſe conduct. 

Surprize and joy tied my tongue; but I ſhook, 


him cordially by the hand. 


% Ah, Stanley, (cried he), is it thus we meet? 
yet. I deſerve your contempt, —_— I n myſelf | 


unable to bear it!“ 


He turned from me with emotion. 8 
« My dear Williams, you miſtake I never 
was more warmly your friend than at this inſtant. 
The ſilence you thought owing to contempt, aroſe 


from joy—To regain your ae is | happineſs 


indeed ! i 
Dear, generous Stanley But can di ex- 


cuſe the madneſs of my behaviour Curſed, 


curſed credulity \—it has injured you, and ruined 
G 6 | me! 


>, 


"to | 


me!—Richmore has done you ample juſtice ; be 
has . confeſſed all his villainous ſchemes, and I 
take thame to myſelf.” 

No more, Sir Arthur, L beſcech Fr L 
was juſt going to Groſyenox-ſtreet ; will you ac- 
company me? 

„ With pleaſure. For 1 [ deteſt Rich- 
more's conduct, I cannot help pitying his preſent 
ſituation; yet if he reforms, he may ſtill be hap- 
PY5 for he has not. ſenſibility enough to ſuffer long 
from remorſe ; but he has planted daggers here, 
(firiking his A remov- 

. 

I boek no notice 4 cally, and 
arm in arm we walked to. Richmore's. We en- 
tered his chamber together poor Richmore, for a 
moment, hid: his head ; then ſtretching out his 
hand, e you ! (cried he), I. now 
| rejoice at ſeeing you together. I have been a baſe 
incendiary—but a ſick bed has taught me to re- 
MR, If Live, I will reform—yet to you, Wil- 
Faras, I cannot make atonement—thoſe immenſe 
ſums are gone for ever—and the wretched ſtate of 
my own affairs Precludes all pollibilley of my re- 
placing them. 1 

Let not the remembrance of what pl 

| Wes: rely 


4.4 . 
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freely forgive you every thing. My own fl 
has been my ruin. | 
We ſtayed with Richmore about half a6 dont. 
during which time the ſurgeon came in, and to 
my great ſatisfaction aſſured us there were flrong 
hopes of his patient's getting well, provided he 
was 0p quiet. | 
Williams inſiſted on my 4 * with him, 
which 1 promiſed to do, and went home to dreſs. 
I was much concerned at obſerving in the poor 
fellow, a deep dejection and an extreme hurry of 
ſpirits. About five I arrived in Berkeley-ſquare, 
and was agreeably ſurprized to find your good 
mother and the Morleys in the drawing room. 
n to his lady, 
Receive again to your friendſhip, my dear 
e the man to whom your heart has always 
done juſtice, though an unjuſt capricious buſband 
E | 
1 kifſed her hand. 
Happy am I, Sir Edward, in 2 ths. 
mony reſtored between you and my huſband. 
Your friendſhip now, 1 hope, will * * 
firmly cemented than ever. 
The company . re- union 
fo conſonant with the wiſhes of our mutual 
friends. Dinner was announced, At table Wil- 
eee and would 
| WP ſtart 


1 ; 


. ) 

kurt whit particularly addreſſed; yet at times he 
tried to be cheerful; but I ſaw he eat nothing, 
fand drank much more freely than uſual. After 
dinner Lady Williams fung, which ſhe does moſt 
divinely, and in the evening we fat down to whilſt; 
but Williams excuſed himfelf from playing, and 
went out of the room for a couple of hours, as 
he ſaid, to write letters, We ſupped, and did 
not break up till paſt twelve. Never have I ſeen 
Lady Williams appear to more advantage thah 
during the whole of this day ; her tender anxious 
'  Atterition to her Huſband, and her cheerful friendly 

politeneſs to her gueſts, nen. 
moſt an angel. 32 

Yeſterday morning, abckit eleven , ſhe wrote me 
4 line to ſay that Sir Arthur was not well, and 
wiſhed T would come to him went immediate- 
y—Lady Williams met me on the ſtairs—her 
voice faultered—her eyes were ſwelled with weep- 


"ov Sir Edvard, my dear Huſbiin is ethemey 
Ill, in a burning fever; expect the phyſician 
every moment. He had not been in bed an 
hour laſt night before he complained violently of 
Bis head, and grew very hot and reſtteſs; he was 
then ſeized with reatchings. I got up, and begged 
. but he would not let | 

; faying he grew better, and ſhould, he wis | 
5 wil '" pats Wa ET 


- 


ſure 


tm) 

ſure, de well in the morning; but indeed (con- 
tinued the, burſting into tears) I fear he is much 
worſe. The agitation of his mind, no deubt, has 
cauſed this fyver. He longs to ſee you—O Sir 


Edward, ſpeak peace and comfort to him! 


I é followed her into his apartment: rm 


bed, and attempted to ſit up, but a ſudden * 
neſs ſoon obliged him to lie down. 

Stanley, (cried he,) I rejoice to ſee you. My 
deareſt Harriet comfort yourſelf ; I ſhall ſoon be 
well; do, my love, go to breakfaſt.” 
Sbe ſeemed totake this as a hint that he withed 
to be alone with me, and immediately left the room. 
He began ſpeaking, and then ſtopped, as if Ix- 
nnn n men 
cloſe. 

« My dear Williams look on me as your ell 
friend. If there is any thing J can ſerve you in, 


ſpeak without heſitation, and command my fortune, 


my life; but if you wiſh to conceal your ſenti- 
ments, or ſtill entertain a ſingle doubt of me, I will 
n ee 
may be uſeful to uu. 

ba You are indeed my real ftiend bange“ be), 
and to you T will diſcloſe What lies fo heavy on , 
my heart; perhaps the communication may relieve 
eie bere is 

the fear of All.“ n . 

| | At 
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Ad this moment we. were interrupted by the phy- 
"fician and apothecary j when they quitted their pa- 
tient I followed them, and was deeply concerned 


to find they thought his fever extremely bigb, and 
attended with dangerous ſymptoms, - I returned 


em fend, and I fear my looks. correſponded 


with my feelings: he gazed earneſtly at me, and 
| then (holding out his burning hand), I ſee (cried 
he), that you think me in danger: but do not 
grieve, enn 
willingly reſign it. : 
'v ee lore, map ed 7 you 
"mw well; and, when poſſeſſed of ſuch a 
"woman 29 Lady Williams, Tom anne tow be BE. 
of life. | + 
« Aye, there is the ſling! (cried be); Thos bs-. 
-reparably injured that deareſt,” beſt of human be- 
ings;—O, Stanley, could I face the good Mr. 
Meredith, who reſigned the happineſs of his darl- 
ing to my care? Could I tell him, I haye diſſi- 
ated, as far as my power went, every ſhilling of 
her fortune and my own ? Could I tell him that I 
| have even neglected her perſon, and ſuffered my- 
Telf to become the-dupe of a falſe friend and an in- 
| famous woman? Ah, no!-—I cannot wiſh to 


live under ſuch humiliating circumſtances.” 


©. He groaned hinerly, and fainted ; 1 ung for | 
belp, and Williams flew into the room. 


. N C 


6137) 

We recovered him; and ſhe then told me the phy- 
ſician deſired he might not be allowed to talk. 
We acquainted him with this, and promiſed to ſit 
by his bedſide, on condition only that he would 
refrain from ſpeaking. He complied; and ſoon 
fell into a doze. I took the opportunity of leaving 


him for a ſhort time, in order to call and acquaint _ 


Mrs. Motley with her niece's ſituation ; I likewiſe 
juit looked in on Richmore, and found him ma- 
ter ally better; he was exteetndly hockeT when | 
mentioned Williams's illneſs. | 
I have been a vile wretch (ſaid he); great 
was the pains I took to draw that poor fellow into 
2 fondneſs for play, and promote his attachment 
to Mrs. Burnett, on whom, at my inſtance, he has 
laviſhed immenſe ſums of money. Madly in love 
with Lady Williams, I left no means untried to 
win her affeQions ; and I concluded it was. ĩmpoſ- 
ſible to ſucceed, unleſs I could betray. her huſband 
into vice and unkind behaviour. Many a wife 
bas ſacrificed her honour in revenge for ſlighted 
love; but I had to do with an angel. Ten thou- 
ſand curſes light on thoſe abandoned women, who 
aided and encouraged all my plans; and who, by 
preſerving appearances with the world, were but too 
powerful aſſiſtants !— I ſhall leave England next 
week for ſome years, if Lam able; but, O Stanley, 
unleſs Williams recovers, I ſhall carry with 


. (218 5 
nt r which, where. 
ever I go, will weigh me down.” 
J left him with a degree of compaſſion mingled 
VuNith horror at the baſeneſs of his principles. May 
* dis repentance be fincere ! he need not have a more 
rigorous puniſhment than the ropronehes'0f Its 
on conſcience. : 
| On my return to Berkeley-ſquare 1 found Mis, 
Morley with Lady Williams, who ſat by her huſ- 
[band's bedſide, holding his hand, and looking the 
- _  *- 1maye of deſpair. On my entrance Mrs. Morley 
© _ * conjured her to go and take fome refreſhment, as I 
EY dts Hor rms "Wilms raiſed his 
. mos 
4H If you wiſh my peace, deareſt Harriet, oblige 
your aunt, and be careful of your health.” 
She roſe, and preſſing his hand to her lips; “ 1 
- will 'obey you; (replied ſhe), but I unn 
"eaſe while abſent from you.” £57 
| "She quitted the room with her aunt. 
„Ho unworthy am I of that angel! (cried 
poor Williams)—ah Stanley, my diſorder makes 
rapid ſtrĩdes no medicine can reach it!” 
© « Becompoſed—and you will do very well.” 
Compoſed can I be compoſed, while me- 
mory remains?” ? 
He fighed mourmfully. I told him he thought 
too ſeriouſly of errours from which few of his ac- 


Williams, while I ſtayed, W e e | 


, night,” \ * 8 ». hs 
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quaintance were exempt. He made no anſwer, 
but ſeemed reſtleſs and uneaſy. The ladies re- 


_ turned—and Lady Williams aſked, with great ten- 
derneſs, how he found himſelf? | | 


« T will be well, my love, if you wiſhit.” 

« Then I ſhall have nothing elſe to deſire—en- 
deavour to calm your mind; regain your health, 
and you will enſure my felicity.” 

„ My good angel, I will try to obey you.” 

„„ by the 
ſcribed—Williams fainted under 'the- operation; | 


and his afflited wife, extremely terrified, was 


obliged to leave the room remained with hin | 
in leſs than an hour ſhe returned, looking tolerably 


calm, and declared her intention of paſſing the 
night by his bed-ſide, "Mrs; Morley then deter- 
mined to ſit up likewiſe—at three in the morning 


I left them, and came home to get a few hours reſt. 
he often ſtarted dreadfiilly. - - - 

Tis now nine-o'clock—T ſhall go to Berkeley- 
ſquare, and Ane de another letter to- Tl 


Ewan "STANLEY, 


* 


MISS 
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Pins. Monizy To Miss MowTacos.. 
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3338 2 Sunday 2 


0 . be alarmyed, my.dear Miſs Montague 
A —our beloved Lady Williams is well—but 
eee A 
violent ſever attacked him the night before laſt; it 
is now flown to his brain, and the phyſicians have 
this moment told me * n buye 
of his recovery, 12. 
Four friend's. 3 truly: wretched; the 
9 upon to leave him for a ſingle 
ſelf : ſhe looks the picture of woe. Come to her 
then, my dear girl, and join with me in endeavour- 
ing to ſooth the ſorrows of a mind endowed with 
too much ſenſibility for its own peace. She does 
not know that I write ; but be the event what it 
HIS I am ſure, rejoice in ſeeing you... 
Believe me, my dear Mils Montague, 
CATHERINE Mozzar.. 
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Ar bee Seats ca 
| poor Williams breathed his laſt ; and I truſt, 
| he is exe-now a partaker of thoſe jqys, promiſed by, 
| the Father of Mercies to repentant ſinners. 
He was only five and twenty, and fell, I fear, a 
| 


good that he could not ſupport =o: Monger of hav-. 
ing been drawn into yices he deteſted. 


«ter, this his maſter lay Fee — 


haſtened to . his apartment; Lady Williams was 
kneeling by the - bedſide, Mrs. Morley ſtood near 
her, while he poor fellow, lay raving, and was 
held down by two women and his on man. 
I will go to her —(cried he), Richmore, you 


ſhall not take her from me No, no, no! wont 


ſtay with Mrs. Burnett —ſhe has murdered my 
wife — there dant you; hear her groan : Take 
her away, I ſay! bury her with her father O1 


ſhe drags me to the grave—ſaye me! ſave mel 
He thruſt himſelf under the bed clothes, where 


eee, 3 
| 0p y 


martyr to his/feelings :—for his principles were ſo 


| —— at a little after nine, I may 


b 
5 
F 


— . ˙ 
1 a. 
* 


| befeech you to quit this room !—you can do no 
 good—your preſence rather adds to his terrours.— 


termine—in frenzy-fevers a few hours make a 


3 6 142) 9) . 
« My dear niece, (faid Mrs. Morley), let me 


Sir Edward will take your place and Mrs. Smith 


can bring you word if there lhe ap "AT 


reaſon—” 
„ 1 withdraws, bis 1 = 
ſhall I deſert him &, an hour like this No 
I will atleaſt ſee that e remedy is tried. 


| violently than ever, talked of dice, cards, Richmore, 
and the maſquerade; and continued raving for 


near three hours :—at length, nature being quite 
exhauſted, he lay ſpeechleſs, and ſcarcely ſeemed 


to breathe. eee eee 


Williams addreſſed him: — 
Tell me, Sir, ro real fentiments—wha 


| have I to hope? 


But little, Madam, 1 2 will nt i 


great de and — ae 1 l will be 


the criſis. 5 
% To- night! (replied ſhe, Aafping her hands 
together). Good God! will his fate-be determined 
_ to-night? O, Madam, (turning to her aunt), car 
you now wiſh that I ſhould leave a huſband vdo | 
— taken from me for ever? 1 


hers 


rn, -  _—_ * 3 


(replied the phyſician). Sir Arthur's youth and 


-- — 


C : 

hw 20.99 Jef welt es le . 
ae nos ary BY 
„Do not alarm e 


— - > 
favour.” _ 6 


Swanading anſwer; e e 


Caſped her hands towards Heaven. Poor Willis; 


ams again grew reſtleſs—ſhe knelt by him. 
— eg 2 
He laughed. What, old Time come again 
from the maſquerade to warn me of my follies!”* 
He then raved. dreadfully, and continued ſo to do- 
till about ten at night, when he ſeemed quite 
ſpent, and lay for two hours tolerably quiet, and 
in appearance aſleep, which led Lady Williams 
to hope the diſorder might take a favourable turn. 
Soon after twelve. he. began to awake; ſhe was 
ſitting cloſe to him; he fixed his eyes upon ber, 
A x) 
« Dear Harriet! 
T Sadr nin eo kai 
ſhe fainted . He ſeemed n 
Stanley, (cried he}, you are a tro friend 
take care of my wife,” 1 


60 


Lady Williams had recorered her fenſes and 
was placed in a chair by him. a 
Zen un deareſt bos, a dent you bet, 
His emotion appeared e ee 
 veral efforts u re, eb 
ſyllable; at laſt; 
« Frepare yourſelf, my Hark, (ſaid be), 1 | 

am going I never deſerved you my ſenſes have 
been miſſed yet my heart was your's.” 

He ſtopped—She tried to ſpeak, but could not 
nn nr ee ee e ne. 
: braced him. P 
arne 
with Sir Edward. IRE FR 
 forrow-—pray, pray leave me! | 
| She kiſſed him, and without uttering one word, 
ran out of the room. — e eee ſer- 
_ vants followed. _ 
4 O, Stanley, (eie per Wilkens) whate 
treaſure muſt I reſign! I thought it would be ſo, 
and ſettled every thing the evening of the day when 
you laſt dined with me; I have left tin 


I :the perſonalities I ſtill poſſeſs” —— 


Ile claſped his burning hands together —— 
«« Bleſs her, bleſs her, Heaven, and reward her 
virtues! There is one man in the world who de- 
ſerves her- to his delicate paſſion I am no ſtran- 

ag | Ser 
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ger-to him 1 boqueath be—en him gamer 
that I wiſh him happy.” 


He had exhauſted - himſelf, and e 
L gow ee and he -grew 


faint 
better. 
« Call Harriet, (ſaid he), 1 will ſee wr 
more. | | 
She came, and the ſcene which followed, I 
cannot pretend to deſcribe. | > 
He repeated to her, in broken ſentences, what 
he had juſt ſaid to me concerning you ; and again 
being ſpent, he fainted. Lady Williams ſtogd 
like a ſtatue ; ſhe neither ſpoke nor ſhed one tear; 
I flew to adminiſter another cordial ; he revived ; 
and, for about ten minutes, ſeemed to pray with 
| fervour; then looking — at his almoſt in- 
animate wife 
« 1 vill & in your aan aa. 
She threw them round him, and he expired 
without a groan. Aweful, indeed, was the mo- 
ment! We had great difficulty in removing 


her from the body; though ſtif ſhe remained 


ſilent, Mrs. Morley had her blooded; and de- 
fired I would write to Mr. Meredith, and tranſ- 
act all the neceſſary buſineſs. Bleeding removed 
the ſtupor which had ſeized her; and Mrs. Mor- 
ley tells me ſhe has juſt 9 her to lie 

Vor. II. H down. 


. 


* 


down. By 0. 


fy 


I hope ſhe will be more 


xrow I ſhall 


- 


compoſed. 


_ 


o 


Farewell, dear Bleville, to- 


* 


* 
, 


EDWARD: STANLEY, 


. 


* 


— 


* 
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Six EDWARD STANLEY, IN CONTINUATION. 


lb). york os be Tueſday. 
hoped to have taken Lady Williams 


this morning to your mother's houſe; . 


but an unfortunate event obliges her to continue 
in Berkeley-ſquare. The ſhock of Sir Arthur's 
death has brought on a miſcarriage, but ſhe is in 


a fair way of doing well. 
I received laſt night a letter from Richmore z 


he had heard of poor Williams's death, and his 


expreſſions of ſorrow and remorfe have won my 


eſteem ; he leaves England this day ſe*nnight. 


As to Lady Bell and Mrs. Burnett, they called 


in Berkeley- ſquare once after the porter was or- 


dered not to admit them; and ſince then theß 


have never even ſent, 1 fippoſis report” has in- 


formed them of the late events; and I hear they | 


will be dropped by all their acquaintance ; but 

whether this may induce them to amend or not, I 

queſtion; for when once a woman ceaſes to re- 

verence herſelf, and becomes thoroughly depraved, 

ſhe is much leſs likely to reform than we are. 
* „„ „ „ 


I have this moment received your laſt packet, 


and rejoice to find you are in health and ſpirits. 


The letter I ſent yeſterday muſt give you great 


H a2 5 emotion 


— — wo be ht wit. — 
— — 


—— ol — — 
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(18 ) 
emotion. You will have a right to hope—but 
hope with trembling. We ſhould always keep 
the mind ſubdued when happineſs is doubtful. 
I am not ſurprized at Lady Oldham's emba- 
raſſments; and 1 agree with you in honing ay 
fpring from her ruling paſſion, pride. 
Colonel and Mrs. Morley have taken up their 
reſidence with Lady Williams, that ſhe may not 
be alone; and Miſs Montague is ſent for 
You will not, in all probability, hear from me 
again till I arrive at Caermarthen, whither I am 
going to attend the remains of my dear departed | 
friend. Adieu! 
Believe me, ſincerely your's 85 | 
| « EDwarD STANLEY, 
n you ordered him to pre- 
| ſent an hundred pounds to the wife and children 
of an Engliſh debtor whom you met with at Bruſ- 
ſels, and that the poor woman, by means of this 
money, has ſetiled matters with her huſband's 
ereditors, and obtained leave for him to come 
bome. Thus will you be the cauſe of making 
another family happy! Generous worthy Bleville! 


- 
= 
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Miss Monraous To Mss. AxNOLD. 


Berkly frat: 
Mr DEAR Mas. ARNOLD, | | 


AFTER a very tedious journey, rendered {till 
more ſo by my own melancholy ideas, I ar- 
rrived at Lady Williams's door yeſterday afternoon, 
about five o'clock. The ſorrow imprinted on the 
countenance of the porter ſufficiently announced 
the unpleaſant intelligence I was going to receive. 
A gentleman introduced himſelf to me as Colonel 
Morley, and handed me out of the carriage. 
„How is Lady Williams?“ ſaid I eagerly, « As 
well, Madam, as from the agitation of her mind at 
the late deplorable event we can — ex- 
pea.” 
He led me to * Morley, who embraced me; 
_ burſt into tears. 

« Pardon me, my dear Iſabella, I rejoice to 
ſee you; your poor friend has ſuffered greatly, but 
ſhe is now better; I will prepare her to receive 
you, for weak ſpirits muſt not be hurried.” - 
Mrs. Morley told me that Sir Arthur had been 
dead five days, and that Lady Wiliams had 
miſcarried, but was quite out of danger; only, 
from the 2 of * conſtitution ſhe remained 
rr weak en | 

g 1 H 3 | "1 Was 
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"7 ni rok introduced to her ; ſhe was ſupport- 
ed in her chair by pillows, arch bockel ſo pale and 
thin, that I was really ſhocked, and could not help 


ſhedding tears. 
When we were a little recovered from our mu- 


tual emotions, Lady Williams, preſſing my hand, 
Saas s- ; 4 
This is indeed a great, an unexpected plea- 
ſure ; and I cannot ſufficiently thank my dear aunt 
for the conſolation ſhe has nne, 
ee of your company 
I affured her there was but one event in this 
world could afford me equal pleaſure with that of 
ſpeaking comfort to her afflicted ſoul.—-** O my 
dear Madam, could I thus embrace n 
but 
'«« The dear 8 (ſaid the), how devon 
would her return make us? 
Our converſation was now. 333 by Sir 
Edward Stanley, who is admitted like a brother 
whenever Colonel Morley is preſent. I ſaw Sir 
Edward once before; his character is very amiable, 
and entitles him to the higheſt reſpect and eſteem, = 
Wie paſſed an hour or two in a kind of melancholy 
cheerfulneſs. After Sir Edward was gone, and 
Lady Williams retired to bed, Mrs. Morley gave 
me all the intereſting particulars relative m 
Sir Arthur ; — 190 Eos 21499] 
FH as Ill-ſtar'd 


& 1 7 — 


Ill ſtar'd young man! — cut off in the prime of 
life for ever ſeparated from the woman he adored, 
and whoſe virtues received additional luſtre from 
his vices How bitterly did he reflect on his con- 
duct! and how ſincere did his repentance ſeem 
he was ſo ſeverely wounded by his own conſcience, 
as in the end to bring on diſtraction and death! 
When reaſon triumphed over his paſſions, his rec- 
titude of heart returned, and he could not then 
conſider gaming, intrigue, and matrimonial in- 
fidelity, as trivial errours: which 1s I fear too ge- 
nerally the caſe among the young men of faſhion in 
the preſent age. 

This morning I break ſaſted with my charming 
friend; ſhe reſted poorly and her ſpirits are very 
languid, We talked much of my ſiſter—how 
dearly does Lady Williams love Emma !—I have 
often been puzzled to account for this friendſhip : 
my ſiſter has many agreeable qualities, but ſhe is 
extremely lively, and pays no regard to the opinion 
of others. Lady Williams is mild, placid, and 


ſentimental ; and too frequently gives up her better 


judgment to the guidance of her friends. Though 
there is this difference in their diſpoſitions, yet they 
are warmly attached to each other ; and I hope 
Lady Williams's example; added to her own dear- 
bought experience, will in future influence her con- 
duct and make us all happy. 8 


* 


(152) 

- Sir Arthur's remains are to be carried to Caer- 
de and Sir Edward Stanley attends the fune- 
ral; Lady Williams earneſtly deſired to be one of 
the mournful train, but we have at length diſſuaded 
her. Sir Edward will ſtay at Meredith-hall till we 
go thither; our journey is to fake place in a fort- 
night. 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Arnold! my love to uu 

ſweet girl; and believe me, 

| Your affectionate and obliged, 
ISABELLA Monracur. 


* 
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Tas EARL or Brzvirrz TO SIR EDWARD: 
| STANLEY. | 


8. IS — 
Seen e ee 


e 


The Count de Beauville had long expreſſed a 


deſire to be introduced to my belle Angloi ſe, as he 
calls Lady Oldham; but I did not think myſelf 
authorized to take the liberty of introducing him: 
however, as a lively Frenchman does not eaſily 
give up a favourite point, he found out her reſi- 

dence, got admiſſion to the family, and by that 
means became known to her; ſince when, I have 
obſerved her ſpirits gradually grow better ; and he, 
I am confident, is ſmitten with her charms. He 
offered to write to his brother at Paris, and employ 
him to expedite the ſeparation between Lady Old- 


ham and Sir George, ſaying, his brother was ac- 


quainted with the latter, and might therefore be 


uſeful. Lady Oldham accepted his offer—he 
wrote, and to-day received by expreſs the following 


| . 
DAR a i 
eee bu, e 


George Oldam ell upon we ad requeſt mo 


111; 


fore I am obliged to diſpatch another: — but I 
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rens 
affair of honour... I remonſtrated with him re- 
ſpeRing the danger he would run from the ſtrict- 
neſs of our laws with regard to duelling; but he 
told me; the affront he had received could not be 
_ tamely endured. - I deſired to-know what the af. 


de met at an aſſembly, an old friend, Mr. Her- 


lady, and an uncle of his own, was going (for the 
uncle's health), to the fouth of France: that a 
ſhort time ſince he had received a very impertinent 
letter from this gentleman, finding fault with his 
conduct, deſiring him to reform, and faying he had 
ſet him the example. This letter (continued 
Sir George), broke up our intimacy; nevertheleſs, 
I choſe tobe decently civil, and therefore, offering 
my hand, I ſaid, Ah, Herbert, I rejoice to ſee 
yoo! may 1 e eu you on e 
| ea eee ban but ſtiffly replied, 
„ Thave the happineſs, Sir, of being married to 
this lady; and knowing that, you muſt alſo know, 
ought henceforth to be ſtrangers ; your reformation 
alone can make you worthy of my wife's ac- 
3 quaintance, and till. that takes ſpot: ee 
1 


4 


2 , 
: A 


EA <( »ss ) | 
An affront ſo publicly given, ſpoken in French 
————————— — — 
nn 

Ohe, (teplied I contempwouſly), Icompes- 
hend you—the veil is not yet withdrawn—your old 
uncle ſtill lives, BIG ol ain | 
little longer.” 
I turned on my heel, and withdrew to an ad. 
joining room ; he followed, 2 — 
by the ar: 

« You are a raſcal, Sie, (ſaid be -von have by 
your baſe infinuations endeavouredto prejudice the 
minds of my friends againſt me return, and eat 
your words, or by Heaven I'll have ſatis faction! 
Then take it, Sir, (replied I), for wherever 
I ſee you, I ſhall call you a hypocrite, N | 
tate from friendſhip.” : 

In a violent rage he firuck me- renirned. the 
blow—he laid his hand on his fword—mine was 
out of the ſcabbard, when ſome gentlemen came in 
and parted us; - but we agreed to meet to-day, and 
decide our difference. Thus you ſee I am com- 
pelled to do myſelf juſtice. Reſpecting my own 
ſafety I have no fears, as few men I believe un- 
derſtand the ſword better than I do; but I am 
extremely alarmed leſt my dear Counteſs ſhould 
hear of laſt night's buſineſs ; therefore I wiſh the 
matter decided as ſoon as poſlidle.” 

1 6 1 agreed 


_ 


„„ ðͤ & I» 


I agreed with Sir George, that he was obliged to 
back, and ſet off to accompany him to the deſtined 


ſpot. We rode very faſt, when his horſe ſtumbled 


againſt a ſtone, fell, and threw his unfortunate rider 


on the pavement with great force. I immediately 


alighted, and by the help of his ſervant-raiſed him 
from the ground; but his neck was — 
he never ſpoke more. 

Inexpreſſibly ſhocked at this fact actos 1 
diſpatched his ſervant for a carriage; he luckily 
met with a returned chaiſe coming from Paris, and 
Into this I put the lifeleſs body, and attended it my- 
ſelf, while I ſent the ſervant to acquaint Mr. Her- 
bert with what had happened, and to fay, that if 
he would call on me he ſhould have all particulars. 
I depoſited poor Oldham at the hotel where he 
| lodged, and in preſence of the landlord, ſealed up 
his' trunks and drawers; after which I returned 


home, and wrote to Madame de Sainval, the Coun- 


tefs de Sanclerre's boſom friend, requeſting her to 
relate the accident to the Counteſs in as cautious a 


ay as the could. Soon after this Mr. Herbert 


arrived; he ſeemed extremely hurt, and lamented 


bitterly that he had been the means of haſtening 
Into eternity, a man nn butill-pre- 
JE NS. * | 


Sir 


6157 
| . ind I (continued he), 
| fave been brothers in iniquity ; but as ſoon as the 
affectionate arguments of a worthy uncle convinced 
me of my errors, I endeavoured -by the ſtrongeſt 
letter I could pen, to work a reformation in Old- 
ham's principles ; WW 
tempt proved yain.” 92 

Herbert added, that he eee to a 
moſt amiable woman, who rendered him perfectly 
happy; he likewiſe informed me of many circum- 
ſtances, with which I was before unacquainted. 
relative to Oldham's hiſtory ; but you muſt no 
doubt have heard them from his widow; I will there 
fore conclude with deſiring you to communicate 
ann np; loner. chang phe I 
me know how I am to proceed. 

This cpile I believe feed the Count and me 
very difleventy 3 for in his countenance and man- 
ner there evidently appeared a reſtrained joy. 
—— WIE un 
Lady Oldham?“ 

r To communicate melancholy, news i is-novery 
pleaſing taſk, my good Count; and tho' I believe 
Lady Oldham's affection for her huſband has long 
fince given place to indifference, yet I think a wo- 
man of any ſenſibility muſt be affected by the pre- 
mature death of a man whom once ſhe loved; 
therefore I would willibgly reſign the office of ac- 


friend T could refuſe nothing, and therefore fipni. 


1 ( 158 ) | 
quainting her with Sir George's fate to you, who 
are, I am fure,'a much better comforter than Y 
— — — 


Mind her on the firſt ſummons. 


| He ret under the enn. and [am ; 


 now-waiding his cum. 


| Lady Oldham bas ent for ne. Adieu! | 
CRC Es W007 e242: ; 
Hor light, bow fickle nen fron 


man! ee Hy Rl, PIP 


ſenſibility, for I found her perfectly rofigned, 
36 You are no ſtranger, r 
tents of the Cownt's letter; ſhall I entreat the fa- 


wür of your advice as to what ſteps I ought to 


tale? "Muſt I go to Paris myſelf? or can I em- 
ploy another to act for me :I ſuppoſe there is 
"Oy Sir ge” indeed 1 _—_ to bo 


— 
« Dbiibtieſs you ee 


pleaſe to ſend the nnn 
papers, and, in ſhort act for you. 


„Well thes, muy Lord; add 10 te obligations 
you have alteady heaped upon me, by accepting 


this commiſfion jointly with the Count's brother, 


and FI will oe meant 


wn Fought to condu@t myſelf.” 


1 dd not like the office, bot to Lady Williams's 


fied 


1 


60 
fed my readines to comply in be vide; 44. 
ing, that I would ſet out to-morrow. 
. You are truly kind (replied ſhe), and I will 
——— WOOTEN 
proper authority.” 


. © Beauille/ 1 You wilt 
go with rey mo dou,” (hid 1); eiae es. 


baraſſed. 
„WE rather believe not. 
She likewiſe ſeemed confuſed and coloured. 


What then you deſign yourſelf the honour of 


remaining here, as Lady Oldham's protector? 


Well, you have choſen tho better part.“ 
Inow took leave, to prepare for my journey, 


, 

* * „ „ „* 

T have this influit goe yore Kal; yi 
an account of your quarrel with Richmore, and 
the conſequent duel; it was kind indeed to ſend 
them both together; and, fortunately for my feel- 
ings, I opened the laſt-written packet firſt, 


For the fake of your peace I hope that wretch 
Richmore will recover, and live to repent his dia- 
bolical ſchemes. I agree with you that there are 
ſome offences not under the cognizance of law, 
which a man of ſpirit cannot paſs by without in- 
curring diſgraceful imputations; and therefore he 


promiſing to call again and receive Lady Oldham's 


- 
. — 
hs - 
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„„ 4 9.3 
may be compelled to ſtake his own valuable life | 
- Againſt that of a worthleſs villain ; but it is much 
to be lamented that ſome mode cannot be found 
out to puniſh crimes particularly injurious to ſo- 
ciety, without riſquing the lives of innocent people. 
I return thanks to Heaven for your ſafety ;j— 
but O, my friend! your account of the maſque- 
rade has wrung my heart. You have bereaved me 
of my only comfort; the thought that Lady Wil- 
liams was happy and can ſhe be neglected for an 
abandoned woman, who has not half her charms? 
| (for I have ſeen that vile Mrs. Burnett) —How I 
deſpiſe and abhor the profligate dupe her huſband! 
What have I written ? Dare I arraign his con- 
duct after having been myſelf the flave of an in- 
famous coquette ? ſhall have no reſt till your 
duce a eclairciſſement between you and Wil- 

liams; perhaps the whole infernal plot may be de- 

veloped, and your intimacy renewed. 3 

I would thank you, dear Stanley, a | 
of fiemiihio contained in your- felt: letter, but I 
Pons 25m ape cake pooſre of any thing 
hut the injured Harriet. 

Han a where inllgene yu hve 
' communicate; and believe me EATER 
3 Your ever obliged and afletionate 

BunyiLus., 
Miss 


# + 
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Miss MonTAGus To Mas. ARNOLD, 5 


Berkeley 3 


O Tutu next, my dear Mrs. Arnold, we 


ſet off for Meredith-hall We heard from 
Sir Edward laſt night that the funeral is over, and 
Mr. Meredith 3 1 to embrace his . 
daughter. 

Yeſterday Sir Owen and Lady Lloyd accompa- 
nied Lady Bleville to ſee my belovell friend; the 
former lady I was no ſtranger to, but 1 
charmed with Lady Bleville: ſhe has indeed ra- 
ther an air of dignity, but there is ſuch ſweetneſs 
and benevolence in her manners, that you are fa- 
miliarized in a moment, and muſt reverence her 

like a parent: —ſhe perfectly adores Lady Wil- 
liams, and told her that ſhe ſhould come to Cran- 
brook-caſtle in leſs than two months, r 
enjoy the happineſs of her compan x. 

Mrs. Morley is going into Leiceſterſhire to viſit 


ſome of her huſband's relations, and on her return 


will come to Meredith-hall. She wiſhed to have 
accompanied her niece thither, but had given the 
Colonel her promiſe previous to a. late melancholy 
event; and Lady Williams inſiſts on her perform 


ing it, and relies on the pleaſure of ſeeing her. 


OS 


— — > — 
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Would you have believed that the odious Lady 
aſſurance to call and leave cards? but fo it is. I 
deteſt theſe women, and am uncharitable enough 
| r e e che e | 

_ _ Geſerve. 
Men aftocified chit 1 u an ber from my 


ſiſter; I can only account for her ſilence by ſup- 


poſing ſhe is on her return, and means re * 
an agreeable ſurprize. v 5s bi 
| Lady Williams, in the moſt friendly terms, de- |: 
. 
— . | 
Aye l much better than when 1 r came 
to ton; but ſhe is ſtill weak and delicate; I have 
been out only twice, for I prefer her company to 
going into any public place; though ſhe much 
2E go vaviebds ae, bs; 
I depend upon nung jos deen dung, and 
promiſe myſelf much Women ere 


. 
Iam e aflionacly yours, 
OH! ISABELLA MonTAGus.. 


de” * * * 
„ _ 
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Six n STANLEY TO THE Eazz or 
|  BLEVILLE. | 


| O* Saturday laſt, dear Bleville, I depoſited 

the body of my late valued friend in the vault 
of his anceſtors. Mr, Meredith met me at poor 
Williams's | houſe; the good old man was deeply 


| hand), this is indeed a friendly office My fon, 
my dear Williams, how ſoon has the mercileſs 


hand of death deprived-you of life and happineſs, 
and conſigned you to your worthy father's grave !— 
A little while and I ſhall follow you; I. ſhall fall 
like mellow fruit, but poor Williams had ſcarcely 
bloſſomed!—Sir Edward, how is my child,” my 
deareſt Harriet? -I] gave him the moſt ſa- 


vourable account I could; and affured him The 


would ſoon follow me with Miſs Montague. He 


knows nothing of the late tranſaQions, and be- 


he comes to look into Lady Williains's affairs, he 


will, I fear, be greatly ſhocked; however the 


luckiſy had a good ſettlement, which ſtill remains. 
There is a pretty little girl here, called Fanny, 

whom the benevolent Lady Williams preſerved 
from want and wretchedneſs ; ſhe is a great amuſe- 


ment 
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ment to me, and has, Mr. Meredith ſays, contri. 
buted not a little to enliven his * e 
| daughter's abſence. y 
| * 4 #4 * 

ä Your welcome packet is juſt arrived. Poor Old- 
ham furniſhes another proof that diſſipation and 
vice, ſooner or later bring their votaries to ſhame 
and ſorrow, or an untimely grave! Let us, my 
friend, pity the victims who have lately fallen be- 
een and take warning by their fate. 

As to Lady Oldham, her behaviour is exactly 
| rhe I ſhould have expected it to be; for I am 
pride is concerned. It appears to me that her 
Ladyſhip has a ſmall tendre for the Count de Beau; 
ville; and in truth I think they are extremely well 
ſuited; a lively Frenchman and a gay Engliſh co- 
quette will make a delectable pair. | 
So you really have flown to Paris, G 
to obey a lady's commands] flatter myſelf, 
| when they are executed, you will as readily fly to 
England, and offer your ſervices at Meredith-hall. 
You cannot rejoice-in the death of a fellow-crea- 
ture; and yet ſuch is the human heart, that you 
muſt, I am confident, at this moment feel*a de- 
gree of chearfulneſs to which you have long been a 


© 
That your faithful love may at length be re- 
warded is my firſt wiſh—ſtart not; I have perfe2ly 


ſubdued. myſelf; ſo perfectly, that your conjugal 
happineſs with Lady Williams would be to me an 


. . | 1 
Ever your's, 
EDwaRn STANLEY: - 


1 69 


ee To Mas. Moxrxv. 


* deareſt aunt will I be ee les; 
that I am arrived at Meredith-hall without 
deing much fatigued by my journey. My emo- 
tions, indeed, on firſt ſeeing the houſe were ungo- 
vernable ; and, when folded in the arms of my 
beloved father, I had almoſt fainted. 
. My poor child (ſaid this affeQionate parent), 
my dear Harriet, you have ſuffered dreadfully !|— 

_ Good Heaven! your bloom is gone, your health 
deſtroyed !” —and he tarew himtelf into a 'chair, 
and wept bitterly. 

Judge what were my frelings 85 Edward 
Stanley and Miſs Montague ſhed tears. 1 knelt 
by my dear father, and aſſured him my health was 
better than he imagined; and that my native air 

would ſoon reſtore my complexion.— But, alas! 
my whole ſtock of fortitude was neceſſary to ſup- 
port me, when every object I beheld called back 
to my remembrance the worthy father and beloved 
ſon, who but a few months ſince were vying with 
euch other in acts of tenderneſs to their Harriet, 
but who now lie united in the ſilent grave How 
painful were my reflections !—When we took our 


1 
places at ſupper, tears involuntary burſt from my 


leave my dejeRted perent to the cave ef Su Eu- 


ward, Yet think not, my dear Madam, that I 


indulge unayailing regrets, or preſume to repine 


at the diſpenſations of Providence—but my ſpirits; 


have received a ſhock they will not eaſily recover. 
Never did man love a woman more fervently” 


than I was beloved by Sir Arthur! and though 


the baſe contrivances of wicked people blaſted our 
happineſs, yet ſuch was his nice ſenſe of honour, 


ſuch his affection for me, that when thoſe con- 
trivances were unravelled, and the hour of folly 


| paſt, he could not bear to think of the wrongs 
which he conceived he had done to my peace; 


and hence aroſe that diſorder which ſo quickly 


terminated in death. nne ä 


him while memory remains?' 


I will freely confeſs to you, 0 that 
when I married Sir Arthur, he was more my fa-- 


ther's choice than my own; but I ſhould have 
been the moſt ungrateful of human beings had I 
not ſoon felt an affection for the man who made 


my happineſs his ſtudy— did feel a ſtrong affec-. 


tion for him; hac he never been drawn into 


bad company, we eee lved an arp 


conjugal bliſs. - % 10 * 
Ta am now convinced, by experience of i 
I was 


—— — —— — — 


( 268. ) 


1 was always inclined to believe, that · violent 
attachment in the outſet, is not requiſite to make 
the married ſtate a happy one Well- founded 
eſteem, ſoftneſs of manners, and a reciprocal wiſh 
to pleaſe, lay the foundation of a more tender and 
permanent regard, than does the paſſion generally 
called love; that paſſion. teaches us to paint the 


| +  objet we adore in colours far beyond nature; 


and when-we find the perſon whom we thought” 
an angel, nothing more than a mere mortal, the 
_ diſappointment but too frequently produces indif- 
ference or diſguſt. 
This afternoon I had fe plafare of being: in- 
troduced to Mrs. Arnold, who is Kindly come to 
join our little circle. Without beauty, her coun- 
tenance is extremely prepoſſeſſing, and her man- 
ners are ſo mild and benevolent, that the heart 
naturally expands in her ſociety. Happy for both 
parties, is the friendſhip between her and Miſs 
Montague !—the latter, though ſerious and conſi- 
derate for her age, has great ſuſceptibility, and 
ſhould therefore think herſelf fortunate in having 
a friend always at hand to guard. her againſt firſt 
x impreſſions, and whoſe dear-bought experience 
may, on other occaſions, be uſeful ; for notwith- 
ſtanding my love of retirement, I begin to think 
that a knowledge of the world can alone ſecure us 
Maw WI 59021 8 from 


7 ; 
* 0 . N 
4 - 

» Gas if A — 


4 8 
from the ſnares and dangers with which our paths. 
too frequently, are beſt. 

Mrs. Arnold's daughter is the ſweeteſt little 
cherub you ever ſaw ; and I muſt not omit telling 
you, that Fanny, thanks to Mrs. Owen's care and 
attention, is much improved; the poor grate- 


about me all the day after. 
Miſs Montague is very unealy at not hearing 
from her ſiſter. 


r 


Stanley want? — He has juſt ſent Mrs. Arnold to 
ſay he wiſhes to ſpeak with me in her preſence, 


lay down my pen. 


N %'S+% % 


Sir Edward came with a W Lord Ble- 


ville, containing an account of Sir George Old- 


ham's death by a fall from his horſe—Unhappy | 


man |—Short has been his career in the purſuit of 
vice! 

Sir Edward did a but 
from the tenor of what I ſaw, I am afraid Lord 
Bleville condemns Emma's conduct; and if con- 
demned by a man of his candour, no doubt it muſt 


be reprehenlible—nevertheleſs he is gone tg Paris ? 8 


on purpoſe to ſerve her. 
Sir Edward requeſted my advice as to the mat 


Vor. II. 1 2 5 _ - 


ful girl ſhed tears of joy on my arrival, and hang 


on matters of conſequence, Here he is—I muſt 


ECTS 


Aer in which this news ſhould ot 
Montague. I deſired Mrs. Arnold to communi. 


ante it, faying that menen 
. taſk, 


T hope Lady Oldharn will not be guilty of any 
freſh indiſeretion. Her conſtant cheerfulneſs and 
delightful vivacity have always led me to think 
her heart a good one, notwithſtanding the many 
errours in her conduct; and the letters ſhe has 
lately written to her ſiſter, expreſſive of ſorrow, 
remorfe, and wiſhes to return, almoſt re- eſtabliſh- 
eld her in my affeftion—I pleaſed myſelf with ex- 
pecting my dear Emma to raiſe my drooping ſpi- 
rits; her fiſter too looked forward to her arrival 
with rapture—but, alas ! hating ſhall both be 
_ diſappointed ! ®: SM | 
Fo Wilkes have a few ſhort months pro 
duced! | 
| But 1 ſubroit—T kiſs the rod of afMiQion—and 
am grateful for the bleſſings I ſtill enjoy. 
All here unite with me in beſt reſpects to Co- 
lone} Morley and yourſelf; and be aſſured, my 
eben ger. 1 e Saas carer 1 
ede Your truly obliged niece e 
. K TEERUTTS WILLIAMS.” 
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Tas Lax. or  BLevicke ro Sin bo 
Win STANLEY. E. 1 , n 

1 2 6 ICS SH DNR ONT Fe. | 
TRE Fam, once more at Pats; I arrived 
three days ago, but could not find time 2 
write fil-this morning. 

The Count's brother and I, . * 1 758 
tary, have examined poor Oldham's papers and 
effects. We found in a drawer the following 
lines, dated the morning of the day on which * | 
deſigned meeting Herbert. 

If 1 fall, I exculpate my antagoniſt from! Fe 
degree of blame ; and whatever effects I may have 
remaining when my affairs are ſettled, I Vequeath | 


to Lady Oldham, except one diamond ring, in the 


private drawer of my little cabinet, which 1 leave | 
2 the Counteſs de Sanſclerre. | | 
Sime, Grone OrDnAu.“ | 
N likewiſe found bills and money to the 
of two hundred and feventy pounds. I 
in ordered Sir George's ſervant, who has, it 
ſeems, lived with him many years, to go over 
with the body ; and T have written to Mr. Ste- 


vens, the neareſt male relation of the deceaſed, de. 


ſiring him to meet it at Dover, and ſee the laſt 
alles performed. I deſired the Count's brother OE, 
2:90 | "bn as; 


(172) 8 

to deliver the ring to Madame de Sa1ſclerre, who 
was, I am told, violently affected at Oldham's 
death for about three days; but as ſtorms are ge- 


nerally ſucceeded- by calms, her ſpirits are now. 


ful accident which deprived her favourite of liſe, 


with the moſt perfect nonchalance imaginable. 
Happy nation, whoſe vivacity nothing can de- 
ſoy ! 

Monſieur de Rene ſends 'me 1 his 
elder daughter is addreſſed by a man of property 
| and merit, but he will conclude nothing without 
my approbation—a delicate compliment—which 
I ſhall return by giving the young woman a for- 
tune ſuitable to her preſent rank in life. I am 
going to Amiens for a few- days, after which I 
hall ſet off for Bruſſels, and ſettle matters with 
Lady Oldham; and then if my excellent mother 
really wants the attentions of her ſon; filial piety - 
ſhall embolden me to brave the danger from which 
I have hitherto fled; and though I cannot ſubdue 


my unhappy paſſion, I will zeturn to England. 
I have ordered your letters to be forwarded to 


- Amiens, if you ſhould dire& to Paris. O, Stan- 
ley, do not delay writing!—and, if poſlible, eaſe 
nnen Ir | IM 
Dr ih, IPO Py ever your 
5 BuavILLy. 

I hear 
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Lap OLDBan ro Miss Mon racu. 
Mr pas 818 1TER, Fa 
I ACKNOWLEDGE with gratitude the re- 
ceipt of your kind letter, and ſhould perhaps 
2 ee ee eee eee 
alteration taken place in my affairs. 
Sir George Oldham is no more and in his 
grave lies buried my reſentment ſor the wrongs he 
did me but my ſpirits and health are much 
impaired by the vexations I have experienced; I 
therefore think it neceſſary to travel, and by 
| change of ſcene and- agreeable ſociety, metas 
to re-eſtabliſh both before I ſee you. 
_ As Mrs. Arnold is conſtantly with you, my 
' preſence cannot be neceſſary to your happineſs. - 
And to ſpeak ingenuouſly, dear Iſabella, your ſiſter 
is not yet ſufficiently humbled to become a cypher 
in your family, and, by her. own inſignificance, 
add to the conſequence of others, when ſhe has it 
in her power, by remaining abroad, to be conſi- 
dered as the firſt woman in almoſt every circle. 
I am under great obligations to Lord Bleville ; 
but as he writes every thing to Sir Edward Stan- 
© ley, and as Stanley, no doubt, communicates 
| every thing to the. Williams's, you cannot fail 
of oy acquainted with = ra | 
1a Tel 


i 


„„ $EnL] 


Tell my ſtill dear Harriet, the is the object of 
my reverence, and I may add, my envy; for I 
would give the world to poſſeſs thoſe virtues I 
ba the reſolution to imitate, 

Farewell]! may you- perſevere in goodneſs oh | 
be happy! Think not with too much ſeverity of 
a ſiſter who, as I have often told you, has two 
ſJouls—for I admire the excellencies I cannot 
reach, and lament the faults I cannot amend. 

You ſhall hear from me conſtantly ; and be — 
ſured I muſt ever feel myſelf, ; 
uin af! Trl ERS, | 
er 2 orn. 
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Oy Taz E OF y BieviLLE To S1R Epwazy 

" STANLEY; | q GW 
eee 
Sauen my dear Sanley, 1 I am diſtracted 
ji joy, hope, and "mingled regret!—— \ 
8 1 returned laſt night to Bruſſels; for ſuch was my 
anxiety at not hearing from you, that I had not 
Patience to ſtay ſo long as I intended with my 
grateful friends at Amiens, but poſted hither, 
in hopes of finding letters; and here I found your 
two laſt packets ;—the. contents have really turn- 
ed my brain.——Lady Williams a widow, and 


once more free, is a circumſtance ſo delightful, 


that I am aſhamed to ſay my regrets for the me- 
lancholy end of her huſband are almoſt ſwallowed 
up in joy. Yet this is ſelfiſh, ſcandalouſly ſelfiſh! 


Il bluſh at my own unworthineſs 21 bluſh for 


human nature! 

I ſhall begin my journey to Kugland in 2 
fortnight; but let me, if poſſible, collect my ſcat- 
ſtered thoughts, and cloſe Ly narrative reſpecting 
ESP Lady Oldham. 

After reading your letters, 3 the 
Count was there. I acquainted her with all I had 
done relative to Sir George's affairs; ſhe made a 
| profuſion of acknowledgments, I then acquaint_ 


OE with n death; ſaid it was | 
| my 


| (' #990) - | 

my delign ſpeedily to re-viſit England; and aſked 

whether I ſhould rr 

2 She bluſhed, and heſitated. a 
Lady Oldham (cried the Count, Sn 

her); hen: owe nn I b 

abroad for a few years. Ov 

% Nes [think of going to Paris.” _ 

To Paris! (exclaimed I, rather Sean to 
but I ſuppoſe your Ladyſhip is going in a party 

« I really don't know; I cannot exactly tell: 
but give me leave to congratulate your Lordſhip on 
| your preſent proſpects. I am no ſtranger to the 
paſſion you have long entertained for Lady Wil- 
liams, and FC 
being rewarded.” 

« do not pretend to deny my admiration of 
Lady Williams ; but I have not wry enough to 
be ſanguine in my hopes. 

« Pho, pho! you muſt know your own conſe- 
qnence; and that had it not been for Meredith's 
obſtinacy, and her dutiful notions, your Lordſhip - 
would never have worne the willow: but return 
as ſoon as' you can, and comfort your love.” 

Her words were accompanied with ſuch an air 
of levity, that I roſe diſguſted, and ſtifly aſked 
whether ſhe had any commands which 1 could | 
execute in England? She faid ſhe would troub'e 
me wn ey to her ſiſter; and I then made my 

4 51 | bew; 


2 * 


a. 


entertain! yet they 8 
, can write no more; I muſt take 
2 ſolitary walk, nd build ſchemes of happineſs, 
_ which, | rms md alas, may vaniſh jnto air! | 5 
2 . pls gee yy  BuaVitus, | 
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LADY WIIIIAMS ro Mas. Mogl zr. 
F AM happy it is in my power to acquaint you, 
dear Madam, that my health is conſiderably 
' better. A ſerenity, to which for ſome months I 
have been a ſtranger, again pervades my mind z 
and though I cannot but remember, © Such things 
were, and were moſt dear to me, yet the con- 
ſeiouſneſs of having acted right, and contributed 
all I could to the happineſs of the departed, has 
enabled me to repel the ſhafts of afflition, and 
even to recover my accuſtomed ſpirits. * 
Poor Miſs Montague has been rendered very 
unhappy of late, by Emma's determination to re- 
main abroad a conſiderable time longer; but! 
flatter myſelf Sir Edward Stanley's affectionate at- 
tentions will fully compenſate for the abſence of her 
ungrateful ſiſter. I have long ſeen, with inexpreſ- 
fible pleaſure, a growing attachment between him 
and my dear Iſabella ; and never were two perſons 
| better ſuited!=-Sterling judgment, manly ſenfibi- 
lity, and a deteſtation of vice, are the leading ſea- 
tures of hischaraQer ; ſincerity, mildneſs, and per- 
———— mart fur's A few days ago he 
acquainted me in form with his paſſion, I aſlured - 


* agrecable to my wiſhes; and 
| 16 added 


e 175 
added, that I would be his warm advocate with Miſs 
Montague; though, entre nous, I believe his own 
intereſt is quite ſufficient. He thanked me a thou- 
- ſand times over, and. politely declared, that his 
paüartiality for my ſweet ward took its riſe from her 
love and reſpe& for me; and from the anxiety ſhe 
ſhewed to copy (he was pleaſed to ſay), ſo bright 
an example. This from him was not a mere 
PN and I own I felt myſelf gratified. . 
When he left me I went to Iſabella, 3 
found in her own room. My countenance was 
vogue NY 9 eee 8 | 
« My dear Lady Williams your are come with, 
good news I am ſure.” 15 
8 Farmer Iſabella.” rte 
I then diſcloſed Sir Edward's propoſal ; the 
bluſhed, but looked pleafed. 
Indeed, Madam !—I am ſure—Sir- Edward 
| 6328 honour, Madam. It is impoſſible 
to be acquainted with enen. 
eſteem for his merit. 
Well, my dear, dien I-wamtd tor ns 
pyou are not to be courted by proxy; Se 


means to plead his own cauſe.” / . -- 
O, Madam, how aukward 1 n fee odd 


4 ö I-ee him! Po... - 
lt 1 diduor tell him I mad inform a 
0 RS. — = 2 . decla- 


(mm) 
declaration g ill een, if re- 
u pon Nec eit 1 

L leſt ber wich Mrs. 8 


gratulated her on the conqueſt ſhe had made. In 
the evening we all went into the garden, as uſual, 


children, and gave Sir Edward an opportunity of 
entertaining Iſabella: it was above an hour before 
we rejoined them; and on our return I perceived 
a conſuſion in her looks, and a tender ſatisfaction 
in his, which convinced me all was right. Yeſter- 
day he made an open avowal of his paſſion to my 
father; and aſked my leave to write to Dr. Peter's, 
my brother guardian. I acquieſced. Iſabella af- 
fected no fooliſh reſerve; but ſaid ſhe muſt in- 
ſiſt upon it that matters ſhould not be hurried, as 
ſhe would, on no conſideration marry till I was 
out of mourning. 
Sir Edward intends purchaſing poor Sir Row- 
land's houſe, with the eſtate round it, which muſt 
be ſold to help clear off incumbrances. My fa- 
ther behaved nobly on hearing how deſperately 
my affairs were involved, and never, before me, 
has caſt one reffection on the dear departed: i 
though he often ſays now, that fathers ſhould not 
be too buſy in finding out matches for their 
children. | | 


The 


when Mrs. Arnold and I walked away with the 


„%% #6.» 3 
Treue younger Miſs Jenkins is juſt married very 


well; the elder has for this month paſt been a con- 
ſtant viſitor here, in hopes, I ſuppoſe, of capti- 
| vnting Sir Edward; but ſhe now ſeems to give up 


the point, and is going to make conqueſts at Bath. 
2 r eee 
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Sin Eowanp a ro THE 1 as; 
; BLEVILLE. n wary nt 


122 dear Bleville, to your native land 1 
2 —xetum and be happy !—You are impa- 
tiently expected my Iſabella longs to ſee you 
yes, Bleville, my Iſabella, my dear Miſs Montague! 
—you are ſurprized, no doubt —but I will open 
my heart without reſerve. 

I thoujtit I had perfettly ſubdued miy Undead 
to Lady Williams, but fince ſhe has been a widow; 
and T have had the happineſs of living co 
with her, I began to doubt myſelf; nay, I feared | 

I might even forget you were my friend, and do 
ſomething which would render us both miſerable. 
Il determined to fee whether from her counte- 
nance, I could diſcover the ſtate of her heart—I 
therefore read to our little circle all your letters, 
omitting only thoſe paragraphs in which ſhe was 
particularly mentioned :—1 watched her looks— 
the appeared delighted by your acts of benevolence, 
and her eyes ſparkled at the praiſes beſtowed upon 
you by her father and her friends. I read the hiſs 
tory of your adventure with Madame de Sanſclerre 
— ſhe bluſhed deeply, caſt down her eyes, and was 


| (4 ) 25 -4 
* the lady, and concluded with ſaying, 
pat ee eee ee age 
could, they were ſure. 
. e e ee in any of us, 
(cried Meredith), and Lord Bleville's cenſures on 

| himſelf, areproofs of virtue and good principles.“ 
The gloom which hung on Lady Williams's 
N brow now began to diſperſe; and her eyes thanked 
| her father for ſpeaking favourably of you, though 
ſhe ſaid nothing. In ſhort my obſervations con- 


| vinced me, that there was but one nan likely to 


fucceed Williams—and that one is yourſelf, Being 
certain of this, I reſolved if poſſible to engage my 
own affections to ſome other woman, and next to 
Lady Williams I have long admired Miſs Mon- 
tague ; ſheis handſome and elegant, poſſeſſes 
fweewneſs: of diſpoſition, and a ſound arne en, 
ing; and what attaches me to ber more than any 
thing, her firſt deſire is en, ber. n 
1 n I ASS 
. To Miſs 1 debe in 
tion, and found the gained daily on my heart, 
which in a ſhort time was entirely her own; I 
| explained myſelf to Lady Williams—ſhe: warmly 
approved my choice ventured to ſolicit Miſs | 
Montague's favour, and was heard with compla- 
cency in a word, nothing impedes the completion 
| al my wiſhes but my fair one's determination not 
| 9; hes 


* 
* 


to be a bride till Lady Williams is out of mourn- 
of my happineſs come, and enliven us all 
preſence, _ ie FOR 

A to Lady Oldham, I cannot beſtow a thought 
ſabella, 


upon ber—ſhe is unworthy. of calling 


ſiſter, 14 
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Farewell! and believe me, 
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FE EDWARD STANLEY. 
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ESTE RDAT before * we arrived at 
this ever dear ſpot j—any niece, charming 
ann flew into my arms wich ſuch tranſport ! 
y brother too received me moſt affectionately 
when laſt we parted it was not, ybu know, on the 
beſt terms; but no all is love and concord. He 
Velcomed Colonel Morley as a relation who did 
him honour; and nothing could be more delightful | 
than the hours we ſpent en famille laſt night, 
Harriet enquired with eagerneſs after her dear and 


reſpecded Lady Bleville.—I told her you ſtaid in 


ton to await your ſon's arrival; but that T hoped 
we ſhould have the additional | rags of your ſo- 


©  Cietyhere ina ſhort time. 


% What, then, (cried ſhe with veiled emo- 
tion), does Lord Bleville go abroad again ? or will 
he remain in town during Or viſit to 
_ Cranbrook-caſtle ?” 

«« O no, my love; * he will accompany 
Lady Bleville.” 
| She made no reply, 755 1 the ſubjeR, 

- Teſt like a ſnail, ſhe ſhould by a too haſty touch re- 


Lg 


1 
F > * 
þ \ 
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coil within ne But depend upon it, my dear 
Madam, all our wiſhes will be gratified: ſhe has 


the belt and moſt affectionate of hearts tis impoſ- 


ſible, therefore, ſhe can be inſenſible to Lord Ble- 


ville's merit, eſpecially when ſhe knows the ſtrength. 
and ſteadineſs of his attachment, How truly ſhall 


I rejoice in the union of minds ſo paired |=<I-amg 
indeed proud of my-niece—l think her as perfect 
as human riatute can he for even in . agus 
charaQters we meet with ſtains. 11 
The intended match between Sir Edwant $ 


ley nb eee fair for happio | 


neſs—they are a chatming couple, 
- All this family join, with Colonel Morey and 


myſelt in ſincereſt reſpects to your ae e OP 


* en: My dear Madam, 
r et. 
21 And a dente, | 
= 28975 - CaruunaNE Aa 
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mou” 


your preſence without permiſſion. | 
My mother is extremely anxious to reviſit Wales, 
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Tus EazL or BVI TO, Lor 
WILLI AIIs. A 


Lende, 


L approach you with the utmoſt fear. 


conduct would entitle me to your eſteem, I might 


2 


| (onerous or of my 8 Madam, 


My heart has participated in all the ſorrows you 
| have lately felt—and if the higheſt reſpect for your 


doldly dairf? it: but when I reflect on the arro- 


gance of which I was guilty the morning I depart- 
dd from Cranbrook-caſtle, (an arrogance yet un- 


toned for), I dare not, Madam, eehte e 


and embrace her dear Lady Williams ; ſhe preſſes 


me to accompany her—but unleſs 1 can reviſit ĩt 


with hope, I muſt ſhun it for ever. 


Think not that I mean to wound your delicacß 


by premature declarations—No—'tis that charm- 


ing delicacy which I adore—you know my heart. 


I could not conceal its feelings at a time when it 
was burſting with ſorrow and deſpair—it now 
trembles with doubt and anxiety ;—all I aſk, all I 


deareſt 


* 33 


yet preſume to ſolicit, is your leave to accompany | 
pL My fg 4s that 
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deareſt, beſt of friends, Sir Edward 
Believe me, 


— 


Your Lad 


With every ſentiment of tender regard, | 


my preſence will not be diſpleaſing to you, I ſhall 
think myſelf the moſt fortunate of mankind. 
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Love wut, To Tur beer or 
hs ” Bruvitue, e 


bee in the ts five later). 


My LozD, 45 1 * 1 * 
AM fo much nee by Lady Blevitle' 8 
eſteem, and ſo much obliged by your 
Eordlhip's delicacy, that it would be ungrateful 


%. 


- 


were I to content myſelf with ſending you a meſſage 
through a third perſon :—I beg therefore to aſſure 


you, that Lady Bleville can introduce no dear 


Friend of her's at Meredith-hall, who will not be 


equally welcome with herſelf; in this ſentiment 


my father unites with, 
* Lordſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 
| HARRIET WiIxIiaus 


0 1912 
"= Monuar 10 TRE ; Cones or. 


+ BLEVILLE, 8 
8  Meredith-ball., 


. 1 figes only, deareſt Madam, to con- 
gratulate you on Lord Bleville's return to 
England: —my niece received a letter from him 
to-day. I happened to be preſent when ſhe broke 
the ſeal—her confuſion was inexpreſſible—a uni- 
verſal trembling ſeized her, and frightened me 
to death] flew for hartſhorn.; but ſhe ſoon re- 
covered, and giving me the letter; 
I am aſhamed, my dear aunt, (faid the ſweet 
girl), yet this letter was ſo b ma it flut- 
tered me a good deal.“ 8 
L read the letter. | 
„ Well, my love, ſhall Cranbeveke-calthh again 
admit its owners? or ſhall we exert our power, 
to keep them at a proper diſtance?” - * 

She ſmiled—and inſtantly taking up her pen, 
wrote the encloſed. On peruſing it I embraced 
her. 

« Like yourſelf, dear Harriet—frankneſs and 
delicacy united! 

Adieu, my valuable friend I anticipate your - 
joy, and remain, : 

| Your ever obliged and affoQionate; 
CATHERINE MORLEY, 
P. S. Mas. 
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to viſit ſome friends 


--, 
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S. Mrs. Arnold 
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_  -Fived at Cranbrook-caſtle the preceding evening, 


1 2939 


dire Mowracus 10 n, N 5 
| 62 Meredith-ball, 
Mx 3 Aanoup, Ter IS 4 
2 kyow not what you haue a en 

premature viſit to your good friends 
Great events have happened in a ſnort tine. 
Lady Williams laſt week received a moſt re- 


_ 


permiſſion to accompany his mother; a permiſſiun 
the had no right to with-hold, or be conſulted 
about; but the beſt of men are artful creatures 


Her conceſſion, you will undetſtand, was only to 
be a prelude to other attentions. _She however re- 
turned a moſt polite anſwer ;/ and there has been 
ſuch a buſtle with Mrs. Morley, Mrs. Owen, &c. 
in ſetting things into order, which are weyer other 
wiſe, 


| S — Bone chas they ar- 


and would, hope take ir hukr 
with ue. 


This evertaſed our. kalle Ae Motley post- 
52 e 


doilet: the latter trembled ſo, that ſhe was incapa- 
ble of yg any thing. I afliſted her; 2 by 


We” 


Yeſtetday morning came PP OR RR dos | 


# 


* 


abroad. 1 Ws ee Lady 


| (194 ) | 
taking no notice of her a $4; hi 


ſubſided ;- and ſhe had regained a tolerable degree 
of compoſure before her company came: but when 


che carriage drove up the avenue her tremblings re- 
turned; however ſhe haſtened to meet them. - | 


Lady Bleville folded her in her arms.—* My. 


dear Lady Williams, how happy I am to ſee you!” q 
My Lord advanced, kiſſed her hand, endeavoured 


to ſpeak,” but was unable.-Sir Edward and Mrs. 
Morley came ſeaſonably to their relief, Mr. Me- 
redith received his viſitors with pleaſure ; the din- 
ner ſoon Soon and a cheerful converſatian 


Lord Bleville talked, very lite but his ini 


2 great deal :—joy and admiration, mingled with 


awe and reſpect, were viſible in his countenance. 
For my part. I am inclined-toquarrel with him :— 


5 till now, Sir Edward has borne the bell, and been 
te admiration of all the pretty miſſes; but truth 
- obliges me to confeſs, that Lord Bleville is as much 


ſuperiour to his friend, as I am inferiour to mine; 
ſo that all my humbled ſwain and I can now ex- 
- pe&'is, to be viewed in a ſecondary ligt. 

Sir Edward kindly relieved Lady Williams from 


all embaraſſment, by aſking his lordſhip many 
queſtions relative to their mutual acquaintance 


Oldham 


1 29s 2 
Oldham quited Bruſſels previous to your lordſhip! 3 
departure ?” 
; « She had, Madam; and you will probably ino 
hear of her from Paris. Tears ſtarted into my 
eyes; and the ſubject was not reſumed any more | 
during the evening. p27 
Lady Bleville chatted a "lat Gat with. y | 
friend during the courſe of the day, but my Lord 
very ſeldom addreſſed her, which enabled her o | 
behave with her accuſtomed eaſe. 3 
J went this morning into Lady Williams's - | 
Ureffing-room : and, after ſome unintereſting con- 
verſation, Will you forgive my aſking you, dear 
Madam (faid I), how it was poſſible for you to re- 
fuſe ſuch a man as Lord Bleville?” _ ; 
I am ſurprized at your queſtion, my dear Ifa- - 
bella; you are no ſtranger to my motive: I had 
given my word to my father in favour of another, 
before I had the honour of Lord Bleville's ac- 
_ quaititance,” Go) 
J know all that (reſurned 1); and I likewiſe 4 
know that you were capable of fulfilling your 
duty; but as 1 think your heart was never much 
intereſted in favour of Sir Arthur Williams, I am 
- aſtoniſhed at your heroiſm i in . giving up Lord Ble- 
ville ſo patiently.” _ y 
„This is a painful ſubject, and recalls many 2 
- . unpleaſant ideas; but I will be ſincere. —f con. 
| Ka "led 


% 


Bdered ty felfindebtedto tny tather for Waun lnb 
3 of Kindneſs: Erbin Harriet's ſake he never 
would enter into a ſecond marriage, though 1 had 
the misfortune to loſe my mother ät a Very early 
period of my life. —He entertained great partialit 
for Sir Arthur; and, before his Auen $48 | 
continent, 1 heard both his father and my own 
talk with pleaſüre of our union :I was paſſive on 
the ſubject, for I thought man) things might hap- 
pen to prevent the match.” —— _ | 
. But, (aid I, interrupting her, ſuppoſi ing you 
had then known Lord Bleville, would you have 
ö deen ſo ſubmiſſive 1 
| «© That is not a fair — (replied ſhe) ; had : 

S y heart been ſtrongly attached to any oft ts, | 
the 5 the world mould not have bribed me to give my 
hand.to Mr. Williams ; but as I was ſituated, I 
could make no reaſonable objeQtion to him, for T 


Preferred him to every man I had then ſeen ; ard 


Werber ſound no difficulty in complyliig with my 


"ather's wilhes. My aunt's and Lady Bleville's | ; 
return, I muſt own, gave riſe to emotions I never 
before experienced ; and 1 ſometimes regretted 
"that they did not arrive tio months ſooner. 
* You know the difficulties I had to encounter 

with my aunt and Lady Bleville, from a determi- 
4 "nation to check 'any ideas prejudicial to Mr. 
- Williams. —To fay1 did not t greatly eſteen Lord 
5 He- 


4 197 . 
Yeville, would. be an, untruth ; but that eſteem 


never interfered with the duty 1 owed my hul⸗ . 


band; and 1 will venture to affirm, few Wives 


cyer layed a map hetter, % had more rea 1 | % 


happy, than I had, Ul 
_ , She ſtopped—her eyes were full of t tears ; a 1 em- 

| braced her, and aſked pardon formy impertinence, 
Which had thus diſtreſſed her. 

Jou have not diſtreſſed me, my. dear gil; nei 75 
ther do J with to. conceal a lingle thought Tom | 
you. I foreſee what my zunt and Lady Bleville 
intend: — may I but act ſo as to gau me appih 


1 bation of my own conſcience, and I ſhall be con- 


tented I can hitherto look back without ſelf- * 
reproach ;—my poor huiband 8 12 words bore teſ- 
timony to his eſteem for my character; and may 
the future part of my life deſerve hs Bake Wes 
from all my friends!” | 
Seeing me much affected, ſhe added : Come, 
] Iſabella, we grow too ſerious ; let us walk this fine 
morning. I accompanied her.. = 
O, my dear Mrs. Arnold, how I admire ] | 
charming friend I ſhall ſtudy to copy her ex- 
ample, and to merit her regard I look forward 
with tranſport to thereward of all her virtues, by a 
EROS re His peafin e 
ence exprſld in the bac we have heard read, 
© -- muſt 
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aun farcly have intereſted the kindred mind of 
Lady Williams in his favour. - . | 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Arnold !\—Much as I eſ- 
teem your good friends, I can ſcarcely forgive 
them for robbing me of your company at a time 


when Bann Dagyns 3 counte- 


nance here. ; 
Remember me however very affectionately to 
* and Mrs. Newton, and believe me 
4. Your fincere and faithful 
KS, ISABELLA MoxTAGUS- 
+4 
5 pt a 57 Wi 
4 a * 
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looks enlivened by hope, 
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Miss MonTacus ro Mas. ARNOLD. 
« | Meredith-hall, 


Mr Dzan Mas. ArnoLd, _ 1. 
1 commanded by this family to Gay, that 


you are only allowed to be abſent one week 


longer; and in order to tempt you to obey the 
ſummons, I will give you an account of our pro- 
AT} Rui} ee ot herd 

The Blevilles and we ſpend moſt of our time 
e Lady Williams's reſerve wears off; 
ſhe is chearful and entertaining, and. eee, 


Sir Edward tells me that Lord Bleville is only. 


with-held from expreſſing his love and admiration 
of my amiable friend, by reflecting that ſhe will. 
ſee the compliment he- pays to her delicacy, and 
eſtimate it according. 

Yeſterday morning his Locdſhip had an hong 5 
conference with Mr. Meredith, and ſeemed well 
mn with the reſult. 1 | 
Lady Bleville, in the afternoon, took Lady Wil- I 
liams and me into the ſummer-houſe, and; after a 
— little heſitation, ſhe thus addreſſed my friend. 

„My dear Lady Williams, I have undertaken 5 
a commiſſion. — She pauſed. — Lady Williams 
erer the ſubject) bluſhed, and trembled ex- 

K 4 n. 


CEL 


" exceedingly My ſon (continued the good old | 


lady), imagining that J have more influence over 


_ ſentiments, —I would not offend your delicacy, my 
dear Madam, but it depends on you whether f 
_ _ am to be happy in the eve of life, by enjoying the 
| beſt of ſons, or whether that ſon, (who never yet 
gave pain to the maternal heart) is to make me mi- 
ſerable, by abſenting himſelf from his native coun- 
try. Do not think this a premature declaration ; 


* 
* 
— 
— 


you than he can at preſent flatter himſelf with 
poſſeſſing, has entreated me to diſcloſe his 


we it oni for" here; fulpeaſe in his caſeis 
Te Willans endeavoured to n 


Ley Beile procetded; 4 wy Peng 


F;ou theſe emotions, and if your heart does hot dio- 


mite a favotrable anſwer, let not ee amy 


me influence you” — 


Ten tryed, (id ry friend) by bee 5 
dear and reſpectable, 1 will anſwer with that fin- 
. cerity which has hitherto governed my words. 


There is no man How on earth who 1 eſteem 


cual to Lord Blevilte; his generons and conſtant 
 affeQivni for me deferves the mioft grateful return 3 | 
but, my dear Madam, He merits x whole, an un- 


Sidel heart, nine is e 


wy 


=X5 edit 01S 24 by 
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by. pelt events; yet it bears teſtimony to-Lard He- 
ville's virtues, and may, in time, be all he wiſhes. 
Lady Bleville claſped her in her arms, and au- 
claimed, 4 Now, then, I am happy! for . ſhall 
have a beloved daughter to comfort my decline of 
life, and enſure the felicity' of my darling ſon.— 
Congratulate me, dear Miſs Montague!“ 1 do 
indeed Madam, (replied I), and I dare aver, my 
amiable friend nm 
irming your's,” I. 

Lady Williams kiſſed _ kinds and aid, 
| « one requl: bare to make, my dear Madam; it 
is this—that Lord Bleville will return to town: for: 
two or three months; and.cxcuſe me. if I inſiſt an 


AW a4 +» »‚ — —— woes 


his forbearing all public profeſſions of his attach- 
ment, till cuſtom allows me to lay aſide this drels. 
I could alſo wiſh, r e cog ens e | 
not be obliged to leave Wales.” | 
Every thing you deſire, . 
plied with; neither will my ſon preſume to give 
you any other token of his joy, than by his eyes. 
She left the ſummer-houſe. I congratulated Lady 
Williams. < I am not ſatisfied with myſelf (replied 
ſhe), this premature application has hurt me; yet - 
ſo urged, and by ſuch a woman, what could I do? 
4 You have done exactly right: you have ſtrict- 
| ly obſerved the delicacy of your ſituation, and at 
r „ 
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=You have: likewiſc the additional ſatisfaction of 
ying with the laſt wiſh of a huſband whoſe - 


beer foe Mont Lageus 20h 5 | 

Mrs. Morley that inſtant came in, and 1 left 

I told Sir Edward all that had paſſed, and aſſured 
him of my fixed reſolution not to be married till 
Williams goes out of mouming.—ie mur- 
mured; but I am obſtinate; 1 

I ſhall return in about a F eee 
houſe, and hope to prevail on Mr. Meredith and 
the whole family to accompany me. Haſten your 


return, d you value the friendſhip of, 
ati ** Veo | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I* conformity with the wiſhes of Lady Williams, 
X Lord Bleville went to town, but found abſence ſo 


painful, that at the expirationof a month he obtain- 

ed leave to return, and take up his abode at Cran- 
drook- caſtle. He preſerved his reſpectful ſilence till 
the time of Lady Williams's mourning was expired, 
and then no longer concealed the tranſports of his 
heart; neither did ſhe ſcruple to own he was maſter” 
of her's. Bleſſed with the hand of a woman 


' whoſe principies were fo pure and exalted, he even 


loved her better for the pangs ſhe had formerly. 
given him, by not ſuffering the wiſhes of Mrs. 
Morley, or her own bias in his favour, to make 

her act in oppoſition to her father's deſires. 
Mir. Meredith and the Dowager Lady Bleville 
lived feverat years to ſee the happineſs of their 
children. 

Miſs Montague * 4807 Edward Stanley, whoſe 
nuptials were ſolemnized on the ſame day with | 
Lord Bleville's, lived in uninterrupted harmony -. 


with their friends and each other. He ſettled an 
on Mrs. Arnold. 


additional two hundred a year 
and gave her little girl five thouſand pounds. 


1. — — 


>. 


f 


them bothainhappy ; and finding themſelves wretch- 
ed at home, they plunged into exceſſiye diſſipa- 
tion, which waſted their fortune, and rendered 


ments, neglect, and faded charms at length brought 
ber to a juſt ſenſe of her errqurs.—Remorle preyed 


(96) 


Fanny, Lady Williams's RP had a uſeful . 
education, and was married to a ts ge 
ſtantial tradeſman at Caermarthen. 5 

Lady Oldham, after reſiding ſome wonths at 
Paris, accepted the hand of the Count de Peauville ; 


them conteraptible in the eyes of their acquaint- 


marriage, and his widow retired into a convent for 
the remainder of her days, though Lady Stanley, 
_ (who had frequently ſent her remittances), preſſed 
her agiuin to fn io England, Dappoint- 


on her health, and ſhe died at the age of thirty- four, | 


. a firiking example to thoſe young women who 
enter into clandeſtine correſpondence, deſert their 


parents, forget the delicacy due to their ſex, and 
form ſuch connections as mult ruin their fortune, 
is Lady Bell Reville, — camp ceputable 
- acquaintance, aſſociated wholly with a ſet of gamb- 
lers, who ſo completely rifled ber purſe, that the 


5 was.conſtrained, in the evening of life, to depend 


: - 
. -> 
— 4 p 
* 
. 


2s 


dered her 2s i their diſprace while her partner in 


iniquity, Mrs. Burnett, happening to meet with 


Forreſter, (the ſharper who is mentioned in a 
former part of this work), became ſo much at- 
tached to him, that 'ſhe not only married him, 
but reſigned her whole fortune into his power; le 


conſequence of which was, that he ſpent every 
milling, and then decamped. To fave herſelf 


from ſtarving, ſhe went upon the town; till the 
young Counteſs of-Bleville, hearing by accident of 
her miſerable fituation, ſettled a ſniall 2 
upon her, on condition that ſhe reformed. 2 
May the incidents related in theſe memoirs in- 
cline young wornen to reverence themſelves ; may 
they impreſs their minds with a conviction of the 
bleſſed effects which ariſe from filial piety, and a 
uniform adherence to virtue, and then the author's 
abours will be imply tewanded! | 
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